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UNDER THE 

GOLD STAR 

Mothers of fallen heroes 
embrace the people of Iraq 

The Definition of a Marine 

BY LT. GEN. JOHN KELLY 

The Wall's Offerings 



No. It won't make 
your morning coffee. 

But it might 
make your day. 

The Bose® Wave® music system 

An all-in-one music system with built-in 
CD player, FM/AM tuner, clock and alarm. Free shipping 
You control them all with a convenient with your order, 
credit card-style remote. 






To experience it for yourself 
with a risk-free, 30-day home trial: 



1-800-295-2073 

ext. TW964 
www.Bose.com/WMS 

Take advantage of our easy payment plan 
with no interest charges from Bose. 



Better sound through research® 



©2011 Bose Corporation. The distinctive design of the Wave® music system is a registered trademark of Bose Corporation. Financing and free shipping offers not to be combined with other offers or applied to previous purchases, and subject to change without notice. Risk free 
refers to 30-day trial only, requires product purchase and does not include return shipping. Delivery is subject to product availability. Quote reprinted with permission: Thomas Jackson, Forbes FYI, Winter/04. 



TO HONOR UNITED STATES ACTIVE & RETIRED MILITARY VETERANS 

UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES 

MILITARY SHRVICH RINGS 

★ + ^ Featuring a Solid 1 OKT Gold Service Branch Emblem on a Brilliant Service Capstone ^ * ★ 




Ue proudly present our Official U.S. Armed Forces 
Military rings to honor the bravery and patriotism of 
our active and retired Veterans. 
The tops of each ring feature solid 10 KT Gold Service Branch 
Emblems cast in high relief and mounted on a gleaming capstone. 
(Army- Black Onyx; Marine Corps- Red stone; Navy, Air Force, 
Coast Guard, Merchant Marine, Seabee and Navy Seal- Blue stone). 
As a permanent mark of exclusivity, your ring will be engraved 
on the inner band with your initials, rank and years served. 
The sides of the rings are beautiful, boldly detailed sculptures 
to further signify each branch of service and its achievements. 
Each ring is custom-crafted in America using genuine sterling 
silver, richly layered in 22 karat antiqued gold. 
The inside band is solid and smooth for maximum comfort 
and fit. Our rings are never hollowed out. 
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"Thank you" priced at a remarkably low $199*, an affordable 
payment plan is also available. 

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 100%. 

Your satisfaction is guaranteed or you may return your ring 
within 30 days for replacement or refund - no questions asked. 
So, order yours today! You have earned the right to wear this 
special ring. 





NAVY SEAL, NAVY SEABEE & MERCHANT MARINE 



FRFFFLAG PIN 

I l\LL WITH EACH ORDER 



CALL TOLL FREE TO ORDER: 1 - 8 00 -255-3048 

Mon. - Fri. from 9am - 5pm EST Have Credit card and ring size ready when ordering. 



Or, Mail to: Veterans Commemoratives ™ Rings 

Two Radnor Corporate Center, Suite 120, Radnor, PA 19087-4599 

□ Y h> S . I wish to order the following exclusive Military Service ring, 
featuring a solid gold Service Emblem, personalized as follows. 
SEND ME A FREE AMERICAN FLAG PIN WITH MY ORDER! 

Service Branch: □ Army □ Navy □ Air Force □ Marine Corps 

□ Coast Guard □ Navy Seabee □ Navy Seal □ Merchant Marine 

Ring Size t (if known): Check with jeweler or use ring sizer below. 

Status: □ Active □ Retired Initials (3): 

Rank: Years Served: to 



I NEED SEND NO MONEY NOW. Bill me in four monthly installments 
of $49.75* each, with the first payment due prior to shipment. 

SHIPPING ADDRESS(We CANNOT ship to P.O. Boxes) Allow 6-8 weeks for delivery. 

Name 



Address _ 



City_ 



State 



Zip . 



Phone # (_ 



_ Email _ 
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RING SIZE GUIDE 

CUT THIS OUT CAREFULLY 

USE AS SHOWN ON FINGER 



Signature 

* Plus SI 4.9 5 for engraving, shipping, and handling. PA residents add 6% sales tax. 



FOR OTHER FINE MILITARY RINGS & WATCHES VISIT VETERANS COA 



1EM0RATIVES™ ONLINE AT WWW.VETCOM.COI\ 




ON THE COVER 
20 Unexpected Friends 

A group of Gold Star Mothers 
reaches out to Iraq's women. 

ByAmyGalvez 

cover image: In a gesture of friendship, 
Gold Star Mother Sheila Marshall of 
Athens, Ga., right, dons an Iraqi woman's 

traditional head scarf. Photo by Cindy Hosea 
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Offerings at the Vietnam Veterans Memorial tell the 
unspoken stories of a generation. By Holly K.Soria 

36 Six Seconds to Live 

When others ran, two young Marines went out fighting. 
Others like them stand watch for you. By Lt Gen. John Kelly 
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Pirates once provoked nations to deadly force. Today, they're 
tried in court or even released. By Alan w. Dowd 
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ACTOR, AUTHOR, AMERICAN HERO 

As one of history's most decorated soldiers and a member of the 
now-defunct American Legion Post 627 in San Mateo, Calif., 
Audie Murphy was a legend in his own time. In this oil painting 
based on a publicity photo for his 1949 book "To Hell and Back," 
Murphy wears his Medal of Honor and other valor awards. 

Dave Phillips, a Legionnaire and 25-year Audie Murphy collector 
and researcher, commissioned the painting from an African 
artist, and is the administrator of a petition campaign for 
Murphy to receive the Presidential Medal of 

Freedom, our nation's highest civilian honor. 

May 28 marks the 40th anniversary of 
Murphy's death in a plane crash. His 
wife, Pam, died in 2010, after devoting 
35 years to serving veterans at the 
Sepulveda VA hospital in California. 

Read the Audie Murphy Presidential 
Medal of Freedom Petition online: 

© www.audiemurphy.com 



The American Legion Magazine, a leader among national 
general-interest publications, is published monthly by The 
American Legion for its 2.5 million members. These 
wartime veterans, working through 14,000 community- 
level posts, dedicate themselves to God and Country and 
traditional American values; strong national security; 
adequate and compassionate care for veterans, their widows 
and orphans; community service; and the wholesome 
development of our nation's youth. 



Mention Victims of Asbestos-Related 

MESOTHELIOMA 



111 laMilniMmsre 



Fellow veterans. 



Your best choice 
in a time of need 





SERVICE 



Unlike other mesothelioma lawyers, we 
are veterans who share your values and are 
personally commited throughout your case. 



EXPERIENCE 



We have over 20 years of experience successfully 
representing veterans stricken by asbestos- 
related mesothelioma. 



RESULTS 



Unparalleled track record securing millions of 

dollars to help pay for healthcare and support 
their families. 



COMMITMENT: 



We offer free, no-obligation consultation 

nationwide, and do not expect compensation 
until your suit has succeeded. 



Call 1-888-802-MESO (6376) 

FOR A NO OBLIGATION CONSULTATION. 

205 Portland Street • Boston, MA 021 14 • E-Mail: info@coadylaw.com 
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BRAND NEW 2011 

Government Issued Gold At DEALER COST! 



GOLD AT AN ALL TIME HIGH! 

Expected to reach $2000/oz or higher! 

CALL NOW! 1.877.2PRC0IN 

Call Paramount RCC today and let us help you secure a better tomorrow. 
(1.877.277.2646) 

*** Special Arrangements can be made for orders exceeding $20,000 *** 



_ _ . . /*? 0\ We reserve the right to withdraw this offer at any time. 

Paramount Rare Com and Currency $ A nl w#-alo5h 
6640 Eastex Frwy., Ste 136 
Beaumont, Texas 77708 

409.892.2553 • www.paramountrcc.com • 5 nr ^ 





VANCOUVER 



GO 
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ffees/e. foundation 



Think of us as 
your Home Base.. 

your go-to place for 
"intel" on Paralysis! 



The Reeve Foundation Military & 
Veteran Program (MVP) is your 
one place, one number, one website, 
that can connect you to a wealth 
of services and information 
about paralysis. 

Whether you are wounded, 
injured, friend or family. . .we 
are the paralysis POC for you ! 

(866) 962-8387 
ChristopherReeve.org/MMitary 



WALK-IN BATH SALE! 




Wholesale prices 
starting at $2,399! 



• Hundreds of walk-in baths in stock 

• More than 70 models offered 

• 60 years in business 

• FREE Shipping (Continental US) 

• 3 American-made brands 

• World's largest single location 
Jacuzzi brand dealer 

LUTER'S SUPPLY 

www.LuterSupply.com 
1-800-264-4902 



Owned & operated 
by former Air Force 
Combat Crew member, 
Emmette Luter 
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'Full Circle' 

I just finished reading the story of 
Werner Kleeman (March). I was happy to 
know that, after his terrible ordeal, he 
was able to enjoy his life with his 
beautiful family. I would hope that New 
York City would honor him as a great 
American hero. 

The bombardment of July 25, 1944, to 
which he referred was at Saint-L6. It took 
almost all day for 2,405 planes to fly over. 
I understand how Kleeman lost his 
hearing. A lot more happened that day 
that he could tell you about. Thank you 
for the interview. 

- Herbert Dickson, Rock Hill, S.C 

I was stationed at Harvey 
Barracks Kitzingen in Germany 
in the 1970s, and my wife and 
I returned to Germany in 1998 
for our anniversary. We went to 
Dachau, as she had never been. 
We walked through the gate 
and then through the old 
buildings, including the one 
oven house with two ovens. The 
smell of death is still there. We 
read the writings left behind 
and walked up the hill covered 
by bodies. The water coming 
out of the earth is grayish-white 
in color. The forest feels so cold, 
and the smell of death is 
everywhere there, too. 

This story should be told to 
every student going through our 
school system. Mr. Kleeman can 
never be rewarded enough for 
telling it. 

- Daniel J. Causer Sr., Eld red, Pa. 

'If the World Falls Apart' 

Thank you for the excellent 
article, as well as for "Always 
on Point " (March). Reading 
these and the full Medal of 
Honor citation offers a mere 
glimpse of the life that our 
soldiers live daily to protect our 
freedom. God bless our troops 
and the families they leave 
behind. 

- Kon N. Lemperes, Bellingham, Wash. 
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'Still Adrift' 

I found Ken Olsen's arti- 
cle concerning the Blue Water 
sailors very informative 
(March). I served aboard USS 
Oklahoma City and USS Provi- 
dence, both guided-missile 
cruisers. My job was in opera- 
tions monitoring, plotting and 
scheduling all ships in Vietnam 
waters and the South Pacific. 
Ship locations and missions 
should be in Washington, 
unless those records have been 
destroyed. 

I have a photo of Providence 
within a mile from shore on the 
DMZ, providing fire support. 
You can see clearly an orange 
cloud coming our way. The 
prevailing winds in Vietnam 
always blew from west to east, 
and our ships were always east 
of the mainland. Us Blue Water 
sailors breathed in just as much 
Agent Orange as the "boots-on- 
the-ground" soldiers did. 

I wish the people pressing 
to deny us health benefits 
would have served with me 
in that healthy environment. 
They'd have a totally different 
point of view, and perhaps 
would start providing us the 
Agent Orange-related benefits 
we deserve. 

-Al Pelletier, Norway, Maine 
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I have been trying to get 
compensation for Agent Orange 
since 2004, and have been 
repeatedly denied. I am still in 
the appeal stage, with no end in 
sight. I have called and written 
to my senators and representa- 
tives about the bill, and they are 
all in support of it, but it never 
gets out of committee. The only 
way any of the Vietnam vets are 
going to be compensated is for 
President Obama to reverse the 
Bush White House rule change. 

-Jim Bieser, Schenectady, N.Y. 

'Broken System' 

Having read Ken Olsen's article 
about the disability case of Leroy 
Comer, I felt as though I was 
looking into a mirror (Rapid Fire, 
March). I do realize, to an 
extent, that the system is back- 
logged. That backlog may even 
be intentional. I have been 
fighting since 1995. 

The dance goes like this: they 
ask for medical documentation. 
You provide it. Then, after a few 
months, VA says they need more 
documentation. Suddenly, you 
are to report for an evaluation 
physical exam, performed not by 
a medical doctor but by a 
physical therapist. This is 
followed by a series of X-rays. 
Another month goes by, and you 
find that all of this has gone to 
the Board of Appeals in Wash- 
ington. At that point, they buy 
you off with what they feel is 
equitable, but you only get a 
partial settlement. 

There can be only three 
conclusions drawn from the VA 
dance. One: they do not care 
about the losses veterans have 
suffered from their life-altering 



service-connected disabilities. 
Two: by dragging out and 
delaying the process, the veteran 
may die, making the claim moot. 
Three: VA raters may get a 
commission for giving the 
veteran a lowball settlement 
rather than paying him his full 
legal amount of claim. 

The "broken system" and VAs 
rating board do not care about 
those who gave all. May God 
bless Mr. Comer. 

- Ed Lapinskos, Dade City, Fla. 

'Hearts and Minds' 

Reading about the $27 billion 
we spend on foreign aid, in the 
hope that some actually gets to 
the people who need it, made me 
think about the Americans who 
get to help people on a regular 
basis: military personnel sta- 
tioned in places like Iraq and 
Afghanistan (March). 

In Vietnam, we made use of 
things from the scrapheap to put 
screens on windows and fix the 
roof of an orphanage. At the end 
of the pay line each month was a 
box where we gave something to 
help the local orphanage. 

A package of new or used 
clothing, along with some candy, 
will go a long way toward 
making life better for those who 
have so little. You and I can do 
what the government spends 
billions trying to do, and get 
what is needed to the people 
who actually need our help. 

- Tom Lienhard, Westfield, N.J. 

Defund National Public Radio 

Rep. Earl Blumenauer, D.-Ore., 
personifies what is wrong in 
Washington today (Big Issues, 
March). He says NPR is, in 



many rural areas, "the only 
source of free" (he forgot to 
mention that some $65 million 
in tax money was used last 
year to help fund it) and 
"high-quality" news. I live in 
Lamar County, Ala., one of the 
nation's most rural counties, and 
we have access to the same 
media outlets as the metropoli- 
tan areas. It is not high-quality, 
unless one considers a far-left 
bias quality. Rep. Doug Lam- 
born, R-Colo., got it exactly 
correct. Defund. 

- Lewis E. Gosa, Vernon, Ala. 

NPR is no longer that unbi- 
ased voice of reason. It has 
become so strongly aligned 
with the liberal/leftist point 
of view that we seldom turn 
it on now. 

It comes as no great surprise 
that Rep. Blumenauer supports 
what has become a major PAC 
for the Democratic Party. 
Why should the American 
taxpayer be required to support 
the political activist voice that 
public broadcasting has become? 
True, it is still the major source 
for classical music and art, but 
they have so polluted their 
offerings as to be distasteful 
to listen to. 

- Ken Leifheit, Soldiers Grove, Wis. 

Thank you for publishing both 
sides of the argument. You do 
veterans and their families, 
friends, caregivers and elected 
officials a great service when 
you provide a forum for open, 
reasonable debate on important 
topics, rather than one-sided 
partisan or sectarian opinion. 

- Sam Muir, Las Cruces, N.M. 
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Pick One. Just One. 

Save Their Life For $250. You'll End Up Smiling Too. 




Ming, 6 months, China 



Shiva, 1 year, India 



Mot, 13 years, Cambodia 




Durgap, 5 years, India 

Free cleft surgery which takes as little 
as 45 minutes and costs as little as 
$250, can give desperate children not 
just a new smile — but a new life. 



Funmi, 8 years, Nigeria 



Salazar, 5 years, Philippines 



"...one of the most 
productive charities — 
dollar for deed — in the world. 

— The New York Times 



Your support can provide free treatment 
for poor children with clefts . 

□ $250 Surgery. □ $125 Half surgery. □ $50 Medications. □$ 



Mr./Mrs./Ms. . 

Address 

Telephone — 



_Zip _ 



_ City 

_ eMail _ 



-State _ 



. Expires . 



Signature . 
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Credit Card # 

□ Visa □ MasterCard ClAMEX □ Discover 

□ My check is enclosed. 

Smile Train, P.O. Box 96211, Washington, DC 20090-6211 

L___________________________J 



Donate online: www.smiletrain.org or call: 1-800-932-9541 

bmilelrain 




hanging The World One 



At A Time 



Smile 

According to the U.S. Government, women should take sufficient levels of folic acid (400 micrograms/day) during pregnancy to help prevent neural tube defects and reduce the 
risk for cleft lip and palate. When folic acid is taken one month before conception and throughout the first trimester, it has been proven to reduce the risk for neural tube defects 
by 50 to 70 per cent. Be sure to receive proper prenatal care, quit smoking and drinking alcohol and follow your health care provider's guidelines for foods to avoid during preg- 
nancy. Foods to avoid may include raw or undercooked seafood, beef, pork or poultry; delicatessen meats; fish that contain high levels of mercury; smoked seafood; fish exposed 
to industrial pollutants; raw shellfish or eggs; soft cheeses; unpasteurized milk; pate; caffeine; and unwashed vegetables. For more information, visit www.SmileTrain.org. Smile 
Train is a 501 (c)(3) nonprofit recognized by the IRS, and all donations to Smile Train are tax-deductible in accordance with IRS regulations. © 201 1 Smile Train. 



The sacred trust at Arlington Cemetery 



In Section 34 of Arlington National Cemetery, just down the hill and 
within sight of Gen. John "Black Jack" Pershing's gravesite, the last 
surviving U.S. veteran of World War I has been laid to rest. 

Frank Buckles was our only living link to the 4.7 million Americans 
who served in "the war to end all wars/' and to the generation that 
founded The American Legion. Until the end, he humbly represented 
them, asking only that his comrades be honored with a national memo- 
rial. Buckles understood the importance of remembrance. 

Now he belongs to Arlington, where every day is Memorial Day. Here, 
the story of our republic is heard from row upon row of white marble 
headstones, each one a monument. On May 13, 1864, Pvt. William 
Christman of the Union Army was the first person buried at the former 
estate, and since then Arlington's soil has become ever more sacred. Its 
624 acres are home to veterans and military casualties of every war and 
conflict involving the United States, from the American Revolution to the 
wars in Afghanistan and Iraq. Burial among such noble company is one 
of the nation's highest honors. 

That said, revelations last year of hundreds of unmarked or mis- 
marked graves, dumped burial urns and millions of dollars wasted at 
Arlington were nothing less than stomach-turning. Behind the pristine 
grounds and ordered ceremonies, dysfunctional management plagued 
our most revered military cemetery, leaving its Army overseers to 
concede that they violated the public's trust. 

As the scandal made headlines in 2010, veterans organizations - 
including The American Legion, with a resolution passed at the 
92nd National Convention in Milwaukee - called for operations at 
Arlington to be transferred to the Department of Veterans Affairs, which 
oversees 131 cemeteries with 3 million graves. Secretary of the Army 
John McHugh agreed that there is "no excuse" for negligence but told the 
House Armed Services Committee that it remains the military's responsi- 
bility, particularly in wartime, to carry heroes to their final resting place. 

Nearly a year later, we are cautiously optimistic about the Army's 
efforts to right the wrongs found at Arlington. Top officials have been 
fired, new staff hired and trained, and accountability enforced. 

Speaking candidly to Legionnaires at the Washington Conference in 
March, Kathryn Condon, executive director of the Army National 
Cemeteries Program, said that most issues have been resolved, but 
others were uncovered. It appears that the Army won't settle for patch- 
ing a hole at Arlington, and is committed to an extensive overhaul of 
operations, from new burial equipment and digital mapping to a consoli- 
dated call center for families wishing to schedule services. 

With 300,000 graves, and an average of 25 funerals a day, Arlington is 
no ordinary cemetery. To every American sent into harm's way on our 
behalf, this hallowed ground stands as a pledge: whether you die doing 
your duty or return home to us, your service and sacrifice will forever 
be remembered in this place. Those who are entrusted with their 
remains have no room for error. 
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National Commander 
Jimmie Foster 



MEMORANDA 

ONLINE GIVING The American 
Legion's ability to improve lives 
for children, disaster victims, 
wounded warriors and others 
depends on financial contributions 
from members and nonmembers 
alike. A safe, easy Web page at 
www.legion.org makes 
donating to the Legion fund 
of your choice - or to American 
Legion Charities, which allows 
you to make a credit-card 
donation and choose a specific 
program to support - more 
convenient than ever. 

www.legion.org/donate 

BLUE STAR SALUTE The Indiana 
Blue Star Salute, one of the nation's 
biggest and most exciting events 
honoring military families, is 
scheduled for June 18 at Stout 
Field in Indianapolis. The program 
includes special guest speakers, 
live entertainment and a Legion 
Riders caravan with 500 or more 
motorcycles, along with 
ceremonies to honor Gold Star 
families, activities for kids, 
parachuting, and the distribution 
of Blue Star Banners to those with 
loved ones serving in harm's way. 
More information is online. 

www.indianabluestar.org 

www. legion.org/troops/bluestar 



Wear It With Pride 

The United States Marine Corps has 
always been there first — the cutting edge of 
our military muscle — defending freedom 
wherever it may be challenged. Now in a 
show of strength and style, you can make 
your allegiance known, with the "USMC 
Semper Fi" Knife Pendant — a jewelry exclusive 
available only from The Bradford Exchange. 

Solid Sterling Silver ... Gleaming 24K 
Gold ... Genuine Black Onyx 

Magnificently hand-crafted in solid sterling 
silver, the pendant's unique knife design 
features a rich 24K-gold-plated handle with a 
sculpted Marine Corps symbol of eagle, globe 
and anchor in sterling silver and 24K-gold 
plating. Hand-set at the bottom of the handle 
is a dramatic black onyx stone. Both sides 
of the pendant's "blade" are finely engraved, 
one side with USMC and the other side with 
the Marine motto Semper Fi, The distinctive 
look is finished with a solid sterling silver 20" 
chain plated in 24K gold. 

An Exceptional Value ... Your 
Satisfaction Guaranteed 

Complete with a jewelry pouch, gift box and 
Certificate of Authenticity, the "USMC Semper 
Fi" Knife Pendant is a remarkable value at 
$119*, payable in 4 easy monthly installments 
of $29.75, and backed by our unconditional 
1 20-day guarantee. To reserve yours, send 
no money now; just fill out and mail the 
Reservation Application. But hurry ... this is 
a limited-time offer and you won't find this 
pendant anywhere else! 



Arrives in a jewelry 
pouch with gift box 
and Certificate of 
Authenticity 




This piece of jewelry is not intended to be used as a weapon or toy. 
Neither the U.S. Marine Corps nor any other component of the Department 
of Defense has approved, endorsed, or authorized this product. 

©2010 BGE 01-10434-001-BIUR 



LIMITED-TIME OFFER 



Shown 
actual size 



Semper 
Fits 

engraved 
on the 
reverse 
side of 

the blade 



*Plus $8.98 shipping and service. 
Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery of 
your jewelry item after we receive your 
initial deposit. Sales subject to product 
availability and credit approval. 



RESERVATION APPLICATION SEND NO MONEY NOW 



— JEWELRY ^ 

9345 Milwaukee Avenue • Niles, IL 60714-1393 



YES. Please reserve the "USMC Semper Fi" Knife 


Pendant for me as 


described in this announce- 


merit. 




Signature 




Mrs. Mr. Ms. 




Name (Please Print Clearly) 


Add ress 




City 


State 


Zip 



01-1 0434-001 -E94991 



BIG ISSUES 



Tighten federal abortion regulations 




SUPPORT 



Rep. Joe Pitts, R-Pa. 

■ Pitts is chairman of the House 
Energy and Commerce Health 
Subcommittee. 



OPPOSE 

Rep. Tammy Baldwin, D-Wis. 

■ Baldwin is a member of the House 
Energy and Commerce Health 
Subcommittee. 



According to the polls, Americans overwhelm- 
ingly oppose taxpayer funding of abortion. In fact, 
depending on the survey, anywhere from 60 to 
70 percent of Americans oppose federal funding of 
abortion services. Very rarely will you find that 
level of agreement on any 
political topic. 

When the House considered 
health-care reform, we passed 
the Stupak-Pitts amendment to 
include a ban on federal funds 
for abortion or abortion 
coverage, as well as strong 
conscience protections. This 

amendment had overwhelming bipartisan support: 
176 Republicans and 64 Democrats. In their haste 
to pass health-care reform, the Democrats aban- 
doned the traditional stance on federal funding of 
abortion and charted a new course. The Patient 
Protection and Affordable Care Act passed without 
the protections of the Stupak-Pitts amendment. 

In short, the Protect Life Act amends the Afford- 
able Care Act to continue the practice of prohibit- 
ing federal funds from being used on abortion 
services. It also prevents the government from 
discriminating against doctors who refrain from 
the morally objectionable practice of abortion. 

Shortly after the passage of health-care reform, 
President Obama issued an executive order to 
express his opposition to the federal funding of 
abortion. However, the order merely reiterates the 
accounting gimmick used to separate funds for 
abortion in the health-care law. Further, it does not 
have the rule of law, and could be easily over- 
turned by the courts or another executive order. 

Without the Protect Life Act, starting in 2014, the 
federal government will be in the business of 
subsidizing abortions and abortion coverage. 
Congress cannot let this oversight and error in 
legislating remain intact. 



THE HEART OF THE ISSUE 

The Protect Life Act amends last year's 
health-care law to continue the practice 
of prohibiting federal funding of abortion 
Critics say the ban still stands, 
and that Republicans only want to 
restrict women's rights and choices. 



One question that every woman in America 
should be asking right now of the new House 
leadership is, "Why, instead of focusing on job 
creation and bolstering the economy, are you so 
intent on taking away my rights and my choices?" 

Despite all their talk about 
jobs and deficit spending, 
House Republicans are 
pushing for extreme new 
laws that would give the 
government and insurance 
companies power over 
women's bodies and our 
most personal life decisions 
and health-care decisions. They are intent on 
passing legislation that would cut off millions of 
women from their private health care and limit 
the ability of a woman to get necessary care, even 
if the result could be a permanent health condi- 
tion or could shorten her life. Indeed, the Republi- 
cans would allow public hospitals to refuse to 
take the steps necessary to save a woman's life. 

Is this what we want our newly elected leaders 
to prioritize, when unemployment in the United 
States is roughly 9 percent and nearly 6 million 
women are out of work? 

Current law states that no federal funds may be 
used to provide abortions except in the case of 
rape, incest, or endangerment of the life of the 
mother. The health-care reform law contains 
further safeguards to ensure that no federal funds 
will be used for purchasing abortion coverage. 
There is no good reason to further restrict the 
choices available to women and their families. 

Abortions should be rare and safe. Medical 
decisions should be between a doctor and a 
patient. Respect for women's lives and choices 
should not be politicized or denied. 

I urge Republicans in Congress to start focusing 
on creating jobs and growing our economy. 



CONTACT YOUR ELECTED OFFICIALS 

The Honorable (name), U.S. Senate, Washington, DC 20510 • Phone: (202) 224-3121 

The Honorable (name), U.S. House of Representatives, Washington, DC 20515 • Phone: (202) 225-3121 
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USAA is proud to be the 

Preferred Provider 

of Insurance and Financial Services 
to The American Legion 




The card that rewards your service. 




Only The American Legion USAA Rewards™ World 
MasterCard® rewards your military service with: 

• Rates as low as 9.9% APR (will vary with the market 
based on the Prime Rate) 1 

• No annual fee 

• USAA Rewards points you can redeem for cash, 
travel and more 2 

In addition, USAA Bank makes a contribution directly 
to American Legion programs with every new account 
opened and each time you make a purchase with 
the card. 

Apply today. 

1-877-699-2654 | usaa.com/legioncc 



W AMERICAN ^ 
^ LEGION USAA ' 



S555 55SS S5S5 S5S5 



USAA CARS nEi'18ER 



Get 2,500 
rewards points 

after your first purchase with 
The American Legion USAA Rewards 
World MasterCard. 2 



USAA" 



We know what it means to serve.® 



USAA Bank means USAA Savings Bank, Member FDIC. 

USAA means United Services Automobile Association and its insurance, banking, investment and other companies. 

Wer subject to approval. As of 2/15/2011, APRs are 9.9% to 25.9%, depending on your credit history and other factors. APRs will vary with the market based on the Prime Rate. There is a transaction fee 
of 3% on cash advances ($75 maximum on balance transfers and convenience checks) and 1% on foreign transactions. 2 Rewards points terminate if account is closed, delinquent or program ends. Earn 
1 point for every $1 in credit card purchases. Other restrictions apply. USAA Rewards Program terms and conditions will be provided with your card. Use of the term "member" or "membership" does 
not convey any legal, eligibility or ownership rights. Availability restrictions apply. Purchase of a bank product does not establish eligibility for or membership in USAA property and casualty insurance 
companies. ©2011 USAA. 130359-0511 



LIVING WELL 



Few take steps 
to prevent diabetes 

An estimated 57 million 
Americans have pre-diabetes, or 
higher-than-normal blood sugar. 
That means they are likely to 
develop full-blown diabetes within 
10 years. Yet a recent national 
survey found that only one third of 
adults with pre-diabetes (also 
called borderline diabetes, 
impaired glucose tolerance and 
impaired fasting glucose) had 

been told by a doctor how 
to prevent diabetes. 
That's disappointing, 
because there is 
abundant evidence 
that diet, exercise and 
medication can keep 
pre-diabetes from 
worsening. 

The American Diabetes 
Association (ADA) recommends 
that people with pre- 
diabetes take these steps: 

■ Lose a modest 
amount of weight (5 to 
10 percent of current 
weight) through diet 
and exercise. 

Engage in moderate 
physical activity, such 
as brisk 

walking, for 
30 minutes 
; daily. 

According 
to the ADA, 
these simple 
lifestyle measures 
can turn back the 
clock, and even return 
a person's blood sugar 
to normal. 

Media Bakery 





Living Well is designed to 
provide general information. 
It is not intended to be, nor is it, 
medical advice. Readers should 
consult their physicians when 
they have health problems. 



BY JUDITH HURLEY 

Chronic obstructive 
pulmonary disease (COPD) is the 
third-leading cause of death in the United 
States, taking a life every four minutes. Often caused by 
smoking, COPD causes lung function to decrease over time, 
making it harder and harder to breathe. Yet many people have 
never heard of it. That may explain why only half of the esti- 
mated 24 million Americans with COPD have been diagnosed. 

NASCAR driver Danica Patrick wants to change that. The first 
woman to win a major closed-course auto race (in the IndyCar 
series), she has spent the last year touring the country as part of 
the DRIVE4COPD campaign, encouraging fans to be screened. 

For Patrick, the cause is personal. She lost her grandmother to 
COPD. "I remember how she struggled to breathe," Patrick says. 
"She was on oxygen 24/7 at the end of her life." 

The DRIVE4COPD campaign is sponsored by Boehringer- 
Ingelheim, in partnership with NASCAR, the Country Music 
Association and respiratory-health organizations. 

"Our goal was to get a million people screened in the first 
year," Patrick says. "We just hit our mark." 

Nearly 20 percent of those screened appear to have COPD, 
underscoring the need to increase awareness. In the campaign's 
second year, screening and other events around the country will 
continue, including a major push at the Indy 500 in May. 

The DRIVE4COPD campaign urges people 35 and older who 
have smoked at least 100 cigarettes in their lifetime to visit the 
campaign's website, www.drive4copd.com, to be screened. If 
you score high enough, share the results with your doctor. 

"Don't overlook symptoms like getting out of breath around 
the house or coughing up phlegm," Patrick says. "COPD is a 
progressive disease that will only get worse if you ignore it." 

Judith Hurley is a freelance writer specializing in medicine 
and health. 
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Ease of Use, 
Peace of Mind. 





Veteran's 
Discount 
Available 



Be able to bathe 
safely and worry-free 
with a Premier Care in 
Bathing Walk-In Bath. 

Independence and security are only 
a phone call away. If you or a loved 
one struggle taking a bath, contact us 
at Premier Care in Bathing about our 
extensive range of walk-in baths. 

• Enjoy a relaxing bath again, 
without the fear of slipping 
or falling. 

• The walk-in door feature allows 
easy access. 

• Hydrovescent warm air jets 

e/ 3sjg3>^ 0 $Eg$»«?§ Therapy 

soothe away your aches and pains. 



fflf Yes! Please send me a FREE COLOR BROCHURE 
about Premier Care Walk-In Baths. 

Name 



2584051 



Telephone ( ) 


Email 






(Required for Processing) 








Address 








City 




State 


Zip 



Proud Partner 



Proudly made 
in the USA 





Send to: Premier Care in Bathing, 2330 South Nova Rd., 
South Daytona, Florida 321 1 9 




CALL NOW • TOLL FREE 



Transform Your Bathroom 

1-800-578-2899 

and Transform Your Life. PROMO CODE 258405 1 
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Nine questions to ask your doctor before surgery 



BY WILLIAM J. LYNOTT 

In their search for higher-quality, lower-cost health care, 
thousands of veterans travel to medical facilities outside 
their home markets every year. That, of course, adds a layer 
of complexity to an already-difficult decision: should I travel 
to a remote location for my surgery, in the hope that I'll get 
better care or lower costs, or should I stay close to home? 

"While that decision is both personal and subjective, there 
are critically important questions that the patient should ask 
of the surgeon in either case," says Vic Lazzaro, CEO of 
BridgeHealth Medical. 

1. Is surgery really necessary at this time? 

Your condition may not demand immediate surgery. 
Some surgeries may be delayed for months or years. A 
surgery typically involves time off from work, as well as days 
of bed rest. People without disability insurance may have to 
plan a surgery well in advance. 

2. What will be the likely result if you don't have 
the operation? 

For clinical, financial or other personal reasons, it may be 
preferable to defer your surgery, provided that it is not an 
absolute emergency. In that case, however, you must know 
the full implications. Will your condition get worse? Could 
you suffer a permanent loss of functionality? 

3. What are the benefits? 

Since many surgeries are elective, you 
must consider the potential benefits of 
having the procedure done. For example, 
if the problem is with your knees, will 
having the surgery improve your 
mobility, stop your pain or allow you 
to walk better? Also, ask how long the 
benefits will last. Many implants wear 
out overtime. 

4. What are the risks? 

Learn the risks of the surgery well 
before consenting to it. While many 
surgeries may be considered routine 
these days, all come with potential risks. 
Also, ask about possible side effects, such 
as the degree of pain you may experience 
and how long that pain will last. 

5. What, if any, alternative forms 
of treatment are available? 

In some instances, physicians can recomm 
alternative treatments, such as physical therap 
or medications, which may improve your 
condition without the surgery. 

6. What will be done during the surgery? 

Ask for a clear description of the surgery. If appropriate, 
ask the doctor to draw a picture to help explain exactly 
what the surgery will involve. 
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7. What is your success rate with this surgery? 

You are entitled to realistic expectations for any surgery 
you are considering. While some procedures are nearly 
always successful, some have only a 20- to 30-percent 
success rate. If your surgery is one of these, your condition 
may not improve at all. 

8. How long will recovery take? 

Many surgeries do not require an extended stay in the 
hospital. However, yours may be different, so ask. 

9. What will it cost? 

Health-insurance coverage varies widely, so you need to 
understand the benefit structure of your insurance policy. 
You may or may not have to pay anything, you may have a 
deductible, or you may have to pay a percentage of the total 
cost. So it is important to know how much the surgeon, the 
anesthesiologist and other professionals will charge. 

The doctor's office can usually give you this information, 
but you also need to check with your insurance company. 
Be aware that there will be both the physician's fees and the 
hospital or facility fee to pay, so know the cost of both. Find 
out whether you will be responsible for a flat co-pay or if 
you have to pay a percentage of the bill. 

There may be a big difference. 



William J. Lynott is a 
freelance writer in 
Abington, Pa. 
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U.S. GOVT GOLD 



U.S. Gold Coins Authorized for immediate release 



The United States Rare Coin and Bullion Reserve 
Vault Facility today announces the final release of 
U.S. Gov't Issued Gold Coins previously held in 
The West Point Depository/US. Mint. For a lim- 
ited time, U.S. citizens will have the opportunity 
to purchase these $5 Gov't Issued Gold Coins for 
the incredible "at-cost" price of only $158.71 per 
coin. An amazing price because these U.S. Gov't 
Issued Gold Coins are completely free of dealer 
markup. That's correct, our cost. This may be your 
final opportunity to buy U.S. Gov't Issued Gold 
Coins "at-cost." The Gold market, which recently 
skyrocketed past $l,400/oz., is predicted by experts 
to have the explosive upside potential of reaching 
up to $5,000/oz. in the future. Please be advised: 
our U.S. Gov't Gold inventory will be priced at 
$158.71 per coin for 30 days only. These coins 
may sell-out. Call Today! The United States Rare 
Coin and Bullion Reserve will release these U.S. 
Gov't Issued Gold Coins "at-cost" on a first-come, 
first-serve basis. Orders that are not immediately 
received or reserved with the order center could be 
subject to cancellation and your checks returned 
uncashed. Good luck. We hope that everyone will 
have a chance to purchase this special U.S. Gov't Is- 
sued Gold "at-cost." Order immediately before our 
vault sells out completely! Special arrangements 
can be made for Gold purchases over $50,000. 




Authorized by Congress: 

mw 

By Executive Order of Congress Public Law 99- 
185, Americans can now buy new Government 
Issued Gold. Congressionally authorized Unit- 
ed States Gold Coins provide American citizens 
with a way to add physical Gold to their port- 
folios. Gold American Eagles are made from 
solid Gold mined here in America, minted at 
the U.S. Mint at West Point, and produced with 
a U.S. Dollar denomination... making them 
Legal Tender United States Gold Coins. They 
are highly liquid, easily transportable, and, un- 
like paper assets, American Gold Eagles have a 
tangible value you can feel each time you hold 




PUBLIC LAW 99-185 



your own Gold. Though no one, including the 
United States Rare Coin and Bullion Reserve, 
can guarantee a Gold Coin's future value will 
go up or down, numerous experts are predict- 
ing Gold to reach $5,000/oz. Now is the time 
to consider converting part of your paper as- 
sets into Gold. The United States Rare Coin and 
Bullion Reserve has a limited supply and urges 
you to make your vault reservations immediate- 
ly. Call a Sr. Gold Specialist at 1-800-514-9034 
to start your Gold collection and begin protect- 
ing your wealth today. If you've been waiting 
to move your money into Gold, the time is now. 



Do Not delay - Limited Supplies Available! 



)v't issued Gold Coin 

mONE ORDERS WILL BE ACCEPTED ON A FIRST-COME, FIRST- 
J BASIS ACCORDING TO TIME AND DATE OF ORDER 

1 MARKET FLUCTUATIONS, AT-COST PRICES ARE VALID FOR A MAXIMUM 
1AYS FROM AD PUBLICATION DATE. 



$ 1581 



SHIPPING & INSURANCE $31 .00 - $36.00 



VAULT CODE: AL36-15871 
Call Toll Free 24 Hours a Day, 7 Days a Week 

1-800-514-9034 

MASTERCARD • VISA • AMEX • DISCOVER • CHECK 



SPECIAL AT-COST OFFER IS STRICTLY LIMITED TO ONLY ONE LIFE- 
TIME PURCHASE OF 10 AT-COST COINS (REGARDLESS OF PRICE PAID) 
PER HOUSEHOLD, PLUS SHIPPING AND INSURANCE OF UP TO $36. 



ED STATES 



Distributor of Government Gold. Not affiliated with the U.S. Government. We do not sell to Georgia residences. 

© 2011 United States Rare Coin & Bullion Reserve 
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Try compound exercises 



Small changes in attitude and exercise are 
often all it takes to restore balance and take 
control of your busy life. Debbie Mandel, author 
of "Changing Habits," says that fitness and 
optimism can help turn back the clock, and that 
arthritis, depression, anxiety, obesity, 
confusion, diabetes and cancer do not have to 
be part of the aging process. 

By exercising, stress hormones are shed. 
Endorphins ("happiness hormones") are 
released from the brain. You begin to think 

more clearly, and increase your 

ability to focus. You begin to 
feel stronger and more 
confident. It removes the 
fear of frailty that 
accompanies aging. 

"Exercise will extend 
your life and give you 
greater function - even 
stimulate your brain," 
Mandel says. "After all, it 
is not about how long 
you live, but how much 
life there is in your years." 

She offers simple 
guidelines for those times 
you're experiencing an 
energy crash: 

■ Become aware of your 
feelings. 

■ Put on your sneakers and walk 
outside. Sunlight will energize you 

■ Listen to music while exercising. 

■ Work out with a friend. 

■ Sign up for exercise classes in a 
gym or community center. 

■ Buy a new pair of sneakers, 
fitness clothes or a workout tape 
to get you in an exercise groove. 

■ Post motivating notes as a 
screensaver or on the fridge. 

■ Change your routine every four 
to six weeks to stay motivated. 

In a short span of time, you can 
exercise several large major 
muscle groups by performing 
compound movements. 
Compound exercises also 
correspond more realistically to 
activities of daily living and will 
help you function better, with 
greater strength and balance. A 




10-MINUTE COMPOUND 
EXERCISE WORKOUT 

PUSH-UPS 

Works the chest and tricep 
muscles, helps open up the 
heart emotionally 
Start with a set of push-ups 
off the arm of a couch. 
When you can do two sets of 
12 repetitions easily, move to 
the floor for standard push- 
ups, and build up to 
two sets of 12. 

HAVING-A-BALL 
SQUATS 

Works almost all 
muscles, provides 
cardiovascular 
benefits 

Place a ball on the 
floor in front of 
you and get into a 
squat position, 
heels firmly 
planted, behind the 
ball. Hold it in front 
of your chest for a 
second, then push off 
your heels, stand up 
and lift your arms over 
your head. Aim for two 
sets of 12. When this 
feels easy, use a 
weighted medicine ball. 

WALL MARCHES 

Works leg muscles, 
provides aerobic workout 
Stand with your feet 
shoulder-width apart 
and position your 
hands shoulder-width 
apart, lightly touching 
the wall. Then lift one 
leg high to your waist, 
forming a right angle. 
Do alternate leg lifts 
for three sets of 20. 
When this feels easy, 
do wall marches in 
between the other 
two exercises, 
as well. 




Keep the top up? 

Summer is almost here, and 
when the sun comes out, so do the 
convertibles. But new research 
suggests that riding in a 
convertible with the top down can 
cause significant hearing damage, 
HealthDay reports. 

The study, conducted by the 
National Institute for Occupational 
Safety and Health, evaluated noise 
levels in five different convertible 
models. What the agency found 
was that in 80 percent of cars, 
"noise levels were above 
85 decibels when the top was 
down and the car was traveling 
55 mph or faster." At 75 mph, the 
decibel level jumped to 89.9. 

Noise levels above 85 decibels 
are not recommended. 

Researchers also noted that with 
the top down, convertibles expose 
occupants to "noise spikes" from 
horns, motorcycle mufflers and 
truck engines. 



A look at VA research 

Though it receives a relatively 
small portion of the federal 
research budget, VA - through its 
Office of Research & Development 
(ORD) - sponsors a robust program 
of cutting-edge research. 

■ In fiscal 2010, VA received a 
congressional-research 
appropriation of $580 million. 

■ Of VA's 153 medical centers, 
116 have the capacity to conduct 
research. 

■ The ORD currently funds more 
than 2,100 projects. 

■ About 7,500 articles based on 
VA-sponsored research are 
published yearly. 
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Pioneering audiologist invents 
' reading glasses'" for your ears. 

Neutronic Ear is the easy y virtually invisible and affordable 

way to turn up the sound on the world around you. 

You don't have to pay through the nose to get 
Personal Sound Amplification Technology. 



It's amazing how technology has 
changed the way we live. Since the 
end of the Second World War, more 
products have been invented than 
in all of recorded history. After 
WWII came the invention of the 
microwave oven, the pocket calculator, 
and the first wearable hearing aid. 
While the first two have gotten smaller 
and more affordable, hearing aids 
haven't changed much. Now there's an 
alternative. . . Neutronic Ear. 

First of all, Neutronic Ear is not a 
hearing aid; it is a PSAP, or Personal 
Sound Amplification Product. Until 
PSAPs, everyone 



Neutronic Ear has been designed with 
the finest micro-digital electronic 
components available to offer superb 
performance and years of use. Many 
years of engineering and development 
have created a product that's ready to 
use right out of the box. The patented 
case design and unique clear tube make 
it practical and easy to use. The entire 
unit weighs only 1/1 Oth of an ounce, 
and it hides comfortably behind either 
ear. The tube is designed to deliver 
clear crisp sound while leaving the ear 
canal open. The electronic components 
are safe from moisture and wax 
buildup, and you won't feel like you 



was required to 
see the doctor, 
have hearing 
tests, have fitting 
appointments 
(numerous 
visits) and then 
pay for the 
instruments 
without any 
insurance 
coverage. These devices can cost up to 
$5000 each! The high cost and incon- 
venience drove an innovative scientist 
to develop the Neutronic Ear PSAP. 

lust think of the places 
you'll enjoy Neutronic Ear 

• Parties 
• Restaurants 

• Church • Lectures 

• Book Groups • Movies 

• Bird-watching and 
almost any daily activity 



The Evolution of Hearing Products 



Invention 


Date 


Easy to Use? 


Invisible? 


Affordable? 


The Ear 
Horn 


17th 
Century 


No 


Hardly 


Maybe 


Wearable 
Hearing Aid 


1935 


Weighed 
2.5 pounds 


No 


No 


Digital 
Hearing Aid 


1984 


No 


No 


Not for 
most people 


Neutronic 
Ear 


2010 


Yes 


Yes 


Yes 



have a circus peanut jammed in your 
ear. Thanks to a state-of-the-art manu- 
facturing process and superior design, 
we can make Neutronic Ear affordable 
and pass the savings on to you. 

It works... but don't take our word 
for it. Why pay thousands to make 
everything sound louder when what 
you really need is a Personal Sound 
Amplification Product? We're so sure 
you'll be absolutely thrilled with 
the quality and effectiveness of this 
product that we are offering it to the 
public at a low introductory price 
with our exclusive trial offer. If, for 




Hard to see • Simple to use 
Easy to afford 

any reason, you are not completely 
amazed by how this product improves 
your life, simply return it for a refund 
of the product purchase price within 
30 days. Call now. 

Visit us on the web at 

www.neutronicear.com 

NeutronicEar™ 

The Sound Decision™ 

Call now for 
the lowest price ever. 

Please mention promotional code 
42023. 

1-888-649-6834 

Neutronic Ear is not a hearing aid. If you believe you 
need a hearing aid, please consult a physician. » 
Not available in the state of Washington. 5 



VA vows to get caregiver rule 'right' 



BY TOM PHILPOTT 

Senior officials at the Department of Veterans 
Affairs have vowed to "get it right" when a final 
regulation takes effect, most likely by early June, 
providing a package of new benefits to caregivers 
of severely wounded veterans of the Iraq and 
Afghanistan wars. 

The promise became a mantra for beleaguered 
VA officials during hearings in March, when the 
message they got from 
lawmakers and caregiver 
advocates alike was that it 
has fumbled in implementing 
key portions of the Caregiv- 
ers and Veterans Omnibus 
Health Services Act of 2010. 

At issue is a benefits 
package that will pay eligible 
caregivers a monthly stipend 
for in-home care of veterans 
with severe disabling condi- 
tions that occurred in the 
line of duty on or after 9/11. 

The law defines eligible 
vets as those needing person- 
al-care services because they 
can't perform one or more 
independent activities of 

daily living, or those who require supervision as a 
result of neurological or other impairments. 

Besides the stipend, caregivers get their travel, 
lodging and per diem paid while receiving training 
in personal-care services. Once they are designated 
as primary attendants, they will get continuing 
help from VA, including technical support, coun- 
seling and mental-health services, respite care of 
no less than 30 days a year, and health-care 
coverage through CHAMPVA. 

VA's implementation plan came two months late, 
delaying the mandated Jan. 30 start of benefits. 
Worse, critics charged, VA in its draft plan made 
eligibility criteria more restrictive than Congress 
intended, which would narrow the population of 
eligible caregivers to roughly 840, down from the 
estimated 3,500 touted when the law passed. 

Prompted by complaints from caregiver advo- 
cates, including The American Legion, Democrats 
and Republicans on the Veterans Affairs commit- 
tees sent President Obama a letter criticizing VA 
for missing deadlines and using "arbitrary and 
stringent criteria" to limit eligibility. 




President Barack Obama talks to Sarah Wade, 
wife ofArmySgt. Ted Wade, after signing the 
Caregivers and Veterans Omnibus Health Services 
Act in Washington on May 5, 2010. AP/susanwaish 



The letter, signed days after VA Secretary Eric 
Shinseki had vowed to work with Congress to get 
the regulation "right," asked Obama to direct VA 
and the Office of Management and Budget to make 
the "interim-final" regulation effective within 
60 days, and also to ensure that it complies with 
eligibility criteria Congress set in law. 
Robert A. Petzel, undersecretary for health for 

the Veterans Health Adminis- 
tration, didn't concede that 
the criticism was justified 
during a hearing before the 
House Veterans Affairs 
Subcommittee on Health. But 
like Shinseki, Petzel told 
lawmakers that VA would 
work with Congress to satisfy 
the intent of the law. 

At Obama's side when he 
signed the caregiver bill last 
May were retired Army Sgt. 
Ted Wade and his wife Sarah. 
Ted lost an arm and suffered 
a traumatic brain injury in 
Iraq, which forced Sarah to 
quit her job to care of him, 
and to deal with mountains 
of red tape. The Wades, in turn, became leaders in 
advocating for the caregiver bill. 

But Sarah said VA's criteria would disqualify her 
and many other caregivers from receiving benefits, 
requiring a condition so severe that without 
caregiver support at home "in an ongoing man- 
ner," the eligible vet "would require hospitalization 
or nursing-home or other institutional care." 

The Wades and "a lot of other veterans and 
caregivers ... fall outside this new line in the sand 
VA has drawn," said Sen. Patty Murray, D-Wash., 
Senate Veterans Affairs Committee chairwoman. 

Petzel said VA would consider these concerns 
when shaping a final caregiver regulation. 

Rep. Ann Marie Buerkle, R-N.Y., House Veterans 
Affairs Health Subcommittee chairwoman, said 
after the hearing that VA must "do right by our 
caregivers who have already given so much. We 
will make this our mission." 

Tom Philpott, a former Coast Guardsman, has 
written about veterans and military personnel issues 
for more than 30 years. 
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"Lab-created Sapphires are a miracle of gemological 
cience. They are the same in chemical composition 
as mined sapphires hut they have so much more 
luster and brilliance because they have no 
internal inclusions". 
— James T. Fent, 
Stauer GIA 
Graduate Gemologist 
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The World's Most Wanted Ring 

Inspired by the engagement that has become an international sensation — 
The stunning Royal Proposal Scienza™ Sapphire can be yours today for only $99! 



Fairy tales are for real. If you need proof, 
look no further than the ring that 
transformed an ordinary English girl into a 
genuine princess. The world has been 
buzzing ever since the young prince 
popped the question. And with a brand 
new royal romance in full bloom, one 
legendary sapphire has returned for a second 
chance at happily-ever-after. Now you can 
share in the magic with the spectacular 
Royal Proposal Scienza Sapphire Ring, 
available exclusively from Stauer. 

Don't miss your chance to treat her 
like a princess. Inspired by what many 
are calling "the most romantic ring ever 
made/' our Royal Proposal Scienza 
Sapphire sparkles with as much passionate 
color and fire as the genuine sapphire 
and diamond original... without the king's 
ransom price tag. 

In 1981, Prince Charles slipped a brilliant 
blue sapphire onto the finger of shy Lady 
Di and the whole world fell in love. Nearly 
thirty years later, his son William used the 
very same sapphire to win the hand of his 
own beloved Kate. Almost immediately 
after Prince William announced his 
engagement, luxury jewelers across Europe 
were flooded with requests to create similar 
rings. But even the wealthiest patrons may 



have to wait months for their own custom 
versions. We have one waiting for you 
right now. 

The "ring that everybody wants" 
won't wait forever. Call today to claim 
your very own version of the "Most Desired 
Ring in the World" for 
the unbelievable price 
of only $99! Our version 
features an impressive 
2y2-carat lab-created 
sapphire oval, prong-set 
in a band of sterling 
silver. The regal blue 
beauty is surrounded by 
a sunburst of 14 lab- 
created DiamoncL4i/ra® 
rounds that sparkle 
with even more clarity 
and fire than mined 
diamonds. 

The breakthrough 
science behind "hap- 
pily ever after." The 

difference between our 
lab-created gemstone 
and the original royal 
sapphire is that the nat- 
ural sapphire has flaws 
called inclusions. 




Possessing an identical chemical composi- 
tion as natural gemstones, lab-created 
sapphires are genuine sapphires that have no 
inclusions because the heat and pressure are 
controlled in the laboratory. The result is that 
scientifically grown stones look superior to 
most mined stones. 

Our Royal Guarantee. Wear the Stauer 
Royal Proposal Scienza Sapphire Ring. For 
any reason, within 30 days, you don't feel like 
royalty, simply return it to us for a full refund 
of the purchase price. 
IEWELRY SPECS : 

- 2 % ctw Diamond/4i/ro® ring 

- .925 sterling silver setting 

Not Available in Stores 
Royal Proposal Scienza™ Ring 

(2 3 / 4 ctw)— $99 + S&P 

Available in ring sizes 5-10 

Call to order toll-free, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 

1-888-201-7655 



USING THE RING SIZE CHART 

Place one of herrings on top of one 
of the circle diagrams. Herring size 
is the circle that matches the inside 
diameter of the ring diagram. If her 
ring falls between sizes, order the 
next larger size. 



Promotional Code RPR161-01 
Please mention this code when you call. 


1 

m 




Stauer has a Better Business 
Bureau Rating of A+ 



14101 Southcross Drive W. , 
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 



www.stauer.com 



Smart Luxuries — Surprising Prices 




Unexpected 
Friends 



Gold Star Mothers reach out 
to the women of Iraq. 




BY AMY GALVEZ 

My son, Adam, deployed to Iraq 
in 2006. 1 continued on with 
life's daily tasks, but he was 
constantly on my mind. About 
five months later, I looked out my window 
and saw two Marines approaching my front 
door. Adam had been killed. 

My story is not unlike that of thousands of 
other military mothers who have faced the 
unimaginable. Proud of our children, we 
occupy our time serving those who serve. We 
rally community support, send care packages 
and speak to local groups about the military. 
For many mothers, that doesn't change even 
when our worst fears are realized. In a way, we 
feel as though weVe been charged with 
carrying on our children's work. 

Last September, I was one of nine Gold Star 
Mothers - three from Utah, six from South 
Carolina - invited to Iraq by Families United 
Toward Universal Respect (FUTURE) and its 
Hugs for Healing program. For the first time, 
mothers of U.S. servicemembers would meet 
Iraqi women who have also suffered loss. 

Each mother had a different reason for 
going to Iraq. Some hoped to find peace or 
feel closer to the child they lost there. Others 
wanted to better understand what their sons 
and daughters had fought for. As for me, 
I wanted to learn more about the Iraqi people 
and the country in which my son died. 

Though we'd have an outstanding security 
team, Iraq was still a dangerous place. Putting 
our families at ease about sending another 
loved one to Iraq wasn't easy. 

Based in Sulaymaniyah, in the Kurdistan 
region, we were in country for seven days. 
We were the Iraqis' honored guests - the 
mothers of sons and daughters who had 
given so much for their nation. They told us 
stories about life under Saddam Hussein and 
in the years since. They shared their culture, 
their history, and their hopes for the future. 
We visited hospitals and women's centers, 
and participated in service projects for 
women and children. 

Having had an experience that profoundly 
changed our lives, many of our Gold Star 
mothers would probably go back to Iraq if 
given the chance. Mothers who'd lost children 
in Iraq now felt deeply connected to the 
country and its people. 



Jept. 25, 20K 



The pilot's announcement - "We will be entering 
Iraqi airspace in three minutes" - was surreal. 
I was really going to Iraq. My emotions ran the 
gamut as I realized we would fly past the area in 
which my son died. 

When we landed, a delegation of Iraqi women 
and other officials expedited us through customs 
and transported us to our hotel. Driving through 
the city, I saw many scenes that reminded me of 
my son's war photos. Other areas looked progres- 
sive. Uncertain of what our accommodations 
would be like, we were pleasantly surprised to find 
modest, clean rooms with hot and cold running 
water and air conditioning. 

In the hotel lobby we were introduced to the rest 
of our security team, which now consisted of two 
Americans and eight Iraqi men, in dark suits with 
sunglasses and earpieces. Feeling a bit nervous, 
we were escorted to the rear of the hotel, where 
several SUVs and police vehicles were staged. Our 
group, and the Iraqi women we would spend the 
week with, boarded two small buses, which 

followed the 
security vehicles 
with lights and 
sirens on. 

In 10 minutes, 
we arrived at the 
headquarters of 
the Patriotic Union 
of Kurdistan 
(PUK), where a 

long procession of Iraqi women and dignitaries 
greeted each of us. They expressed deep apprecia- 
tion for our visit as TV cameras rolled and hun- 
dreds of photos were snapped. Our unexpected 
VIP treatment continued at an elaborate luncheon 
of delicious traditional cuisine. 

After the meal, I met an Iraqi woman who 
survived Saddam's 1988 chemical-weapons attack. 
Her husband had been brutally killed by the 
regime. I was speechless as I listened to her story, 
and her expression of gratitude for my son's 
sacrifice and the hard work of the U.S. military. 

I'd been in Iraq not even three hours and already 
felt connected to people I'd known only from the 
evening news who lived half a world away. My 
eyes were being opened to the reality of the 
suffering of the Iraqi people and how much our 
military has done for them. I knew without a 
doubt that I was supposed to be here. 



I knew without 
a doubt that I 
was supposed 
to "be here. 



MAY 2011 | THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE 21 



ADVERTISEMENT 




■ 7-DAY DISTRIBUTION: These seldom seen full uncut sheets of never circulated $2 bills are being moved from the pri- 
vate vaults of the World Reserve Monetary Exchange for immediate distribution to state residents. They are only being released 
banded together in Vault Stacks containing three protective bankers portfolios each loaded with its own full uncut sheet of never 
circulated $2 bills for just forty-eight dollars per bankers portfolio. That's a real steal because only the first 10,537 residents 
whose zip code appears on the Distribution List are getting the Vault Stacks full of real money just by calling 1-888-823-6603 to 
beat the 7-day deadline. 

State zip codes turn up cash for residents 

Valuable uncut sheets of never circulated $ 2 bills are actually being released to the first 10,537 callers who find 
their zip code on the distribution list to the right and beat the 7-day deadline to get Vault Stacks full of real money 




■ VALUABLE: Pictured above are the Vault 
Stacks containing three protective bankers port- 
folios, each loaded with a valuable uncut sheet 
of never circulated $2 bills. It's impossible to pre- 
dict how much the bills will be worth in the future. 
But, since the Gov't shut down printing in 2006 
on all $2 bills you better believe at just forty-eight 
dollars and shipping the bankers portfolio is a real 
steal. 



By Keith Berrymore 

UNIVERSAL MEDIA SYNDICATE 

UMS - State resi- 
dents who find their zip 
code on the Distribution 
List will feel like they 
just won the lottery. 

That's because for 
the next 7 days, full 
uncut sheets of never 
circulated $2 bills are 
being released by the 
World Reserve not 
to banks, not to deal- 
ers and not just to 
the rich and famous, 
but directly to state 
residents who beat the 
order deadline. 

The only thing resi- 
dents need to do is 
look for their zip code 
on the Distribution 
List printed in today's 
publication. If their 
zip code appears on 
the list, they need to 



immediately call the 
Distribution Hotline 
before the 7- day dead- 
line to get the Vault 
Stack containing three 
protective bankers 
portfolios each loaded 
with its own full uncut 
sheet of never circu- 
lated $2 bills. But only 
the first 10,537 resi- 
dents whose zip code 
appears on the Distri- 
bution List can even 
get the Vault Stacks 
containing three pro- 
tective bankers portfo- 
lios full of real money. 

"The Gov't shut 
down printing of 
$2 bills in September 
2006 and likely won't 
print more next year. 
So the money is being 
released until our last 
remaining $2 bills are 
completely gone," said 



Jefferson Marshall, 
Executive Director 
of the private World 
Reserve. 

"That's why we've set 
up a Toll Free Distribu- 
tion Hotline to make 
sure residents get them 
now," he said. 

"But everything in 
our vault may soon be 
gone. So residents who 
want to get the uncut 
sheets of never circu- 
lated $2 bills had bet- 
ter hurry and call right 
now," Marshall said. 

Those who get in on 
this now will be the 
really smart ones. Just 
think what they could 
be worth someday. 

"Rare uncut sheets 
of real Gov't issued 
currency have sold at 
prestigious auction 
houses for thousands 



ADVERTISEMENT 
of dollars. Currency 
values always fluctu- 
ate, and there are never 
any guarantees. But at 
just forty-eight dollars 
the full uncut sheet and 
bankers portfolio is a 
real steal," Marshall 
said. 

"You would expect 
to only see uncut 
money sheets on dis- 
play in the Oval Office 
or under guard at 
the Smithsonian," he 
said. 

"In fact, they are so 
seldom seen, banks don't 
even have them. That's 



why I've issued a 
directive to release 
a limited number of 
never circulated uncut 
sheets of valuable $2 
bills from our pri- 
vate vault reserve to 
residents across the 
United States. Resi- 
dents whose zip code 
is not on the Distribu- 
tion List can't have 
our Vault Stacks of 
these full uncut sheets 
of $2 bills," Marshall 
said. 

"These full uncut 
sheets of $2 bills will 
be highly sought after 



and are extremely 
popular to hand out 
as gifts for friends and 
family," he said. 

Most people have 
never even seen a sin- 
gle $2 bill featuring 
President Thomas 
Jefferson on the front 
and the signing of the 
Declaration of Inde- 
pendence on the back 
let alone one of these 
full uncut sheets 
of never circulated 
bills. 

"We're bracing for 
all the calls. With just 
hours left, we're doing 



our best to make sure 
residents get through. 
But, it is important that 
residents find their zip 
code on the Distribu- 
tion List and call the 
Toll Free Hotline right 
away to beat the dead- 
line. Because when 
our release is over, it's 
over," he said. 

"We're allowing resi- 
dents whose zip code 
appears on the Dis- 
tribution List to claim 
as many as 10 Vault 
Stacks. But, since you 
can't get these Vault 
Stacks containing 



three protective bank- 
ers portfolios full of 
uncut sheets of money 
at banks, credit unions 
or even the Federal 
Reserve the limits will 
be strictly enforced," 
Marshall said. 

"So, residents who 
want these full uncut 
sheets of real money 
need to call right now. 
If lines are busy keep 
trying, we promise to 
answer all calls," he 
said. ■ 

On the worldwide web: 
www.Uncut2Dollar.com 




■ FULL UNCUT SHEETS: Above is one of the valuable full uncut 
sheets of never circulated $2 bills that are actually being released 
to state residents. These crisp seldom seen uncut sheets of real 
money are being released on a first come, first served basis. That's 
why residents whose zip code appears on the Distribution List 
need to call 1-888-823-6603 right away with Dept. Code UC111 
to get the Vault Stacks containing three protective bankers port- 
folios full of real money since they're only being released by the 
World Reserve for the next 7 days. 



How to get the money 

The Toll Free Distribution Hotline opens at 8:30am today for 
state residents only. The World Reserve has authorized the 
release of full uncut sheets of never circulated $2 bills to resi- 
dents who beat the 7-day deadline. If lines are busy, keep try- 
ing all calls will be answered. If you miss the deadline you'll be 
turned away from this offer and forced to wait for future an- 
nouncements in this publication or others, if any. 

The only thing readers need to do is find their zip code on 
the Distribution List below and be one of the first 10,537 res- 
idents who call and beat the order deadline to get the Vault 
Stack containing three protective bankers portfolios, each load- 
ed with its own full uncut sheet of never circulated $2 bills for 
just $ 48 per portfolio and shipping. There is a strict limit of 
10 Vault Stacks per household. To get yours call the Toll Free 
Hotline number below. 

Zip Code Distribution List: 



If the first 2 numbers of your state Zip Code 


appear below immediately call toll free: 
1 -888-823-6603 (with Dept. Code UC111) 


Alabama 
35, 36 


Indiana 
46,47 


Nebraska 
68, 69 


South Carolina 
29 


Alaska 
99 


Iowa 
50, 51,52 


Nevada 
88, 89 


South Dakota 
57 


Arizona 
85, 86 


Kansas 
66, 67 


New Hampshire 
03 


Tennessee 
37, 38 


Arkansas 
71,72 


Kentucky 
40, 41,42 


New Jersey 
07, 08 


75,76,77,78,79,88 


California 

Not available 


Louisiana 
70, 71 


New Mexico 
87, 88 


Utah 
84 


Colorado 
80, 81 


Maine 
03, 04 


New York 
00,10,11,12,13,14 


Vermont 

Not available 


Connecticut 
06 


Maryland 
20, 21 


North Carolina 
27, 28 


Virginia 
20, 22, 23, 24 


Delaware 
19 


Massachusetts 

Not available 


North Dakota 
58 


Washington 
98,99 


Florida 

Not available 


Michigan 
48,49 


Ohio 
41,43, 44, 45 


West Virginia 
24, 25, 26 


Georgia 
30, 31,39 


Minnesota 
55, 56 


Oklahoma 
73, 74 


Wisconsin 
53, 54 


Hawaii 
96 


Mississippi 
38, 39 


Oregon 
97 


Wyoming 
82,83 


Idaho 
83 


Missouri 
63, 64,65 


Pennsylvania 

Not available 


Washington DC 


Illinois 
60, 61,62 


Montana 
59 


Rhode Island 
02 





THE WORLD RESERVE MONETARY EXCHANGE, INC. IS NOT AFFIL- 
IATED WITH THE U.S. GOVERNMENT, A BAN KORAN Y GOVERN - 
MENT AGENCY. THE INCREASE IN COLLECTIBLE VALUE OF CER- 
TAIN PRIOR ISSUES OF U.S. COINS DOES NOT GUARANTEE THAT 
CURRENT ISSUES WILL ALSO INCREASE IN VALUE. OH RESIDENT 
TRANSACTIONS REQUIRE THE REMITTANCE OF APPLICABLE 
SALES TAX. SORRY NO SHIPMENTS TO MA, FL, CA, PA AND VT 
RESIDENTS. ADVERTISEMENT FOR WORLD RESERVE MONETARY 
EXCHANGE, INC. 8000 FREEDOM AVE., N. CANTON OH 44720. 
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Sept. 26 



Today we attended a Women's Leadership 
Conference that included women from across Iraq, 
First Lady Hero Talabani, leaders from Women for 
FUTURE-Iraq, and Anfal widows of Saddam's 
campaign against the Kurds. Joining us were 
Kurdish Regional Government officials, U.S. Army 
Gen. Thomas Vandal, Utah National Guardsmen, 
U.S. soldiers, State Department representatives and 
other dignitaries. 

Much to my surprise, during Gen. Vandal's 
address, he told my son's story: "Twenty-one-year- 
old Marine Cpl. Adam Galvez was injured in a 
suicide bombing, buried alive under a collapsed 
building, attempted to rescue other Marines while 
taking gunfire from the enemy, and returned to 
duty only to be killed by an IED." I was in awe that 
four years after Adam's death, I sat in a conference 
in Iraq, where an Army general told his story to 
U.S. and Iraqi dignitaries and guests. 

The Iraqi women talked about how they suffered 
under Saddam and were freed by the Americans 
from his torture and brutality. 

"We grieve for your sons as if they were our 
own," one woman said. "They are part of us, and 
now you are part of us." 



WHAT IS FUTURE? 



Families United Toward Universal Respect 
(FUTURE) supports women in other countries by 
teaching them an organizational model based on 
volunteerism that promotes self-reliance, networking 
and family unity. 

With FUTURE'S help, the Iraqi organization Women 
for FUTURE-Iraq is working to develop and unify 
communities through local support networks, 
Women for Future centers, family-based education 
and media outreach. 

In 2010, FUTURE and Women for FUTURE-Iraq 
brought American and Iraqi women together for the 
first time through their Hugs for Healing program, 
as a way of providing comfort to mothers, wives, 
sisters and daughters who have lost loved ones. 

Joan and Fareed Betros founded FUTURE based on 
their experiences and service in Iraq since 2003. 
Fareed is a retired colonel in the Army Reserve who 
has served as a senior Middle East adviser aiding Iraqi 
reconstruction. Joan helped direct women's and 
children's family-television programming for the Iraq 
Media Network. 

® www.womenforfuture.org 



They spoke of the progress made by Iraqi women 
and their need to learn how to network in service 
and support of each another. This is not common 
among Iraqi women as it is in the United States. 
They are learning from our examples how to 
support and serve one another. 

The languages spoken here are Arabic, Kurdish 
and English. There are plenty of people to serve as 
interpreters. With hugs and kisses to accompany 
the spoken words, there is little difficulty commu- 
nicating with the Iraqi women. 

Over dinner this evening, a woman told me that 
her father, four brothers and fiance were executed. 
She said that when the government took their men 
and killed them, the women were not permitted to 
cry. If they were caught crying, they would be 
arrested for sympathizing with a traitor. She said 
her mother locked herself in a room of their house 
for three months following her father's death so 
she could grieve without being caught. Like so 
many others, she thanked me for my son's sacrifice 
for their freedom. 



Sept. 27 

Today the Iraqi and American women worked 
together to assemble hygiene kits, school supplies 
and newborn packages to be distributed at area 
hospitals, orphanages, schools and a women's 
center. Some made quilts, others made beaded 
jewelry. We were able to show the benefits of 
working together for the betterment of the 
community. 

At the cancer and maternity hospitals, we visited 
patients and distributed supplies. We found poor 
conditions, a lack of proper medication, basic 
medical supplies and comfort items. Many sick 
children were without blankets for warmth or to 
hold close for comfort. Saddened, we left wanting 
to do something to help. 




Sept 



The city of Halabja is a 90-minute drive through 
the countryside on narrow roads, only a few miles 
from the Iran border. This is the site of Saddam's 
1988 chemical-weapons attack in which 5,000 
people were killed within five minutes of the 
bombs dropping. Our vehicles moved through the 
tiny streets of this run-down town. People stared 
as we passed by. Our arrival at the memorial site 
was somewhat unnerving. Unlike before, our 
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DIABETIC FOOT PAIN? 




CLINICALLY 
TESTED 

7 out of 10 

users with 
diabetic foot 
pain experience 
relief of pain 



ZOSTRIX 



DIABETIC 
FOOT PAIN 

RELIEVING CREAM 



For Relief 
Of 

Diabetic d 
Foot Pain 



Wnically tested 
pain relief without a 
prescription 

♦ Provides powerful 
penetrating relief 

♦ Odorless 

♦ Greaseless 






INCLUDES 
25 APPLICATOR PADS 



Unlike homeopathic 
products, Zostrix® 
contains proven 
medicated 
ingredients 
that really work, 
and it's odorless 
& greaseless! 



Available in the Diabetic Section at: 
CVS/Pharmacy Walmart Wa£q*ee*c± W ©TARGET 

and other retailers nationwide! 



For more information visit us at: 

www.diabeticproducts . com 



LEXIBLE 
SPENDING 
ELIGIBLE 



'I HAVE FOUND PEACE' 




Utah Gold Star Mother Jan Moncur looks at photos of 
the aftermath of Saddam Hussein's chemical attack on 
Halabja, Iraq, displayed at a memorial built to honor 
the 5,000 victims. Cindy Hosea 



security detail now carried submachine guns. 
News and video cameras were everywhere. Many 
people - nearly all carrying weapons - awaited our 
arrival. Our security briefed us on exactly how to 
move once we left the bus. We followed every 
order given, as we felt our safety was at risk. 

The museum was filled with photos and displays 
of the dead lying in the streets following the attack 
22 years ago. Photos were taken by Saddam's men 
to prove the weapons had been effective. Copies 
lined the walls and in disbelief I looked at each 
one: a mother covering her child, and both laid 
dead in the street. The back of a pickup truck 
filled with dead children who'd tried to escape as 
bombs fell. 

As I stared at that photo, a man pointed 
to himself, then pointed to the picture. He 
said, "Me." Another man who spoke broken 
English confirmed what I believed the man to 
be saying. He had been one of the children in 
that truck, the only survivor. He laid in that 
truck for two days before being rescued, the 
other man said. 

We visited the cemetery, where victims who 
could not be identified are buried in mass graves 
that contain hundreds of bodies. The rest are in 
single graves with headstones. Small fences and 
other makeshift borders surrounded multiple 
graves of people from the same family. 

The Gold Star Mothers laid flowers at the base of 
a monument in the graveyard, and listened to 
survivors tell their stories and express their 
gratitude that our sons helped rid their country of 
the man who had done this to them. It was an 
emotional moment as survivors gave each mother 
a pin representing the 5,000 victims. I left realiz- 
ing the importance of what our military had done 
for these people and the world. 



My son, Army Cpl. Evan Andrew Marshall, was killed 
in action in Mosul, Iraq, on Jan. 28, 2008. He and four 
other soldiers in a lead Humvee were hit by an IED. 
Evan was 21 and on his second deployment to Iraq. 

I tried everything to cope: retirement, therapy, 
medication, the support of friends and church 
members, TAPS, talking with other Gold Star mothers, 
but still I was despondent. It was extremely difficult 
to get through every day, even with a loving husband 
and daughter to live for. When the opportunity to go 
to Iraq arose, I wanted desperately to go. 

My husband was satisfied that our son died serving 
his country and was rightfully proud of that alone. 
I should have been, but I needed more. I had to know 
that the Iraqi people appreciated his sacrifice. The trip 
more than satisfied my need. 

I learned about and came to respect the culture. 
We went to Halabja and saw the equivalent of a 
Holocaust museum, and realized how terrible 
Saddam Hussein's reign of terror had been for the 
Kurdish people. The cemetery of his 5,000 victims - 
more than half of them children - is indelibly 
imprinted on my mind. 

We were treated like royalty everywhere we went 
in Kurdistan. The first lady even had traditional 
Kurdish dresses made for us, and we wore them to an 
elegant dinner at her home. 

Most moving to me was a trip to Lake Dukan, very 
near the Iraq-Iran border. This isolated resort area is 
now my favorite place in the world. The terrain 
looked biblical, and some of us had communion 
there. I cried all the uncried tears inside me. We 
formed a memorial circle, Iraqi and American 
mothers, and sang songs, read poems, and talked 
about our heroes. I also read a few sentences from 
my son's Youth Sunday sermon: "With peace, there 
is no conflict, no anger, no envy, no doubt, no fear, 
and no hatred - there is only love. I found in a few 
days what I have been searching for, for years. I have 
found peace." 

Atop a pile of rocks, I placed one imprinted with 
the word "PEACE." It had been on Evan's grave for 
years. It is now in Iraq. 

I returned from the trip 
feeling considerably 
better, thinking the pain 
of Evan's loss would be a 
little easier to endure. It 
has been. 

- Sheila Marshall 



Gold Star Mother Sheila 
Marshall of Athens, Ga., 
helps an Iraqi woman sew 

a blanket. Cindy Hosea 
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HAVE YOU OR SOMEONE YOU LOVE 
BEEN DIAGNOSED WITH 

MESOTHELIOMA or 
LUNG CANCER? 



Call 1-877-312-1856 

or visit www.simmonsfirm.com/AL 

for a FREE consultation. 



The Simmons firm has proudly helped thousands of individuals and families 
throughout the United States affected by asbestos-related cancers, including 
many of our nation's veterans. We have recovered millions of dollars on their 
behalf, affording them the medical care and security they deserve. Several of our 
attorneys, including founding partner John Simmons, are veterans themselves. If 
you have mesothelioma or lung cancer due to asbestos exposure, please contact 
us today for more information at 1-877-312-1856. 

We are committed to fighting mesothelioma and asbestos-related diseases both inside and outside 
the courtroom and have pledged over $15 million to cancer research and the search for a cure. 




SIMMONS 

ATTORNEYS AT LAW 



ACCREDITED 
BUSINESS 



Attorney Advertisement. Simmons Browder Gianaris Angelides & Barnerd LLC. 707 Berkshire Blvd., East Alton, Illinois 62024. 
Choice of a lawyer is an important decision that shouldn't be based solely upon ads. Prior results don't guarantee a similar outcome. 




First Lady Hero Talabani welcomes the Gold Star Mothers 

to her home. Cindy Hosea 



Tonight we spent a special evening at the home 
of President and Mrs. Talabani. The first lady of 
Iraq hosted a dinner for the Gold Star Mothers 
visiting from the United States, along with the 
women from Baghdad with whom we had spent 
the week. The day before, Mrs. Talabani had 
traditional Kurdish dresses made for each woman 
in our group. 

During dinner, she told stories of hiding out from 
Saddam Hussein in the hills of northern Iraq. One 
night, she heard the sounds of incoming fire and 
exploding bombs. The next morning, they found 
an unexploded bomb at the entrance of the build- 
ing in which they had sought shelter. She also 
spoke of Saddam's chemical-weapons attacks and 
the Kurds' fight to stay alive. 

Following dinner, Mrs. Talabani presented 
each Gold Star Mother with a crystal engraved 
with this message: "Our eternal gratitude to the 
mothers who raised the bravest of children, who 
dedicated their lives to the liberation of other 
nations ... A Mother." I will cherish this forever as 
a gift from the heart of one mother to another. 

The evening with Mrs. Talabani was uplifting 
and heartwarming. Her gratitude for us and our 
children who had died in her country, fighting for 
their liberation, was genuine. 




Today, the Peshmerga - Kurdish fighters - 
proudly hosted our delegation at their military 
base. Sheikh Jafar Mustafa, the Kurdish defense 
minister, spoke about the significance of the 
U.S. role in Iraq's liberation and thanked us for 
our children's sacrifice. The soldiers demonstrated 
their skills with marching drills, obstacle courses 
and other exercises, followed by lunch and time to 
visit with the U.S and Kurdish military. 




This afternoon was set aside for a time of quiet 
reflection and a memorial service for our sons 
and daughters who had been killed in Iraq. But 
was another memorial service really what we 
needed? I wanted to be accomplishing concrete 
work with the Iraqi people, not memorializing the 
dead, as so much of that had already been done. 
Little did I know this day may have been the most 
important of our week in Iraq. 

At Lake Dukan, an exclusive resort in northern 
Iraq, our chaplain offered to serve communion 
for any who wanted to participate. Six of us moved 
to a secluded alcove for the service. Each one felt 
the presence of God in that place. We sang, 
worshiped and received communion. I thought of 
my son and his brutal death in this Muslim land, 
and now I was here, worshiping the Lord. What 
amazing things God has done to bring me to this 
moment. We looked up to see our friends - Iraqi 
women and others who had spent the week with 
us - gathered all around, watching us worship. 

We ended the day in a large circle, and each 
mother took time to speak about her son, reflect, or 
share a Bible verse that was special to her. This 
was a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to share with 
the Iraqis what God had done for me. To think that 
He would take a group of mothers whose children 
died in war in this country, then bring them to 
that land to share the love of Jesus, was almost 
more than I could comprehend. We concluded by 
singing "Amazing Grace," with the Iraqi women 
attempting to join in. 

There was a different "feel" as we left Lake 
Dukan. Our U.S. delegation, all in one bus, sang, 
laughed and danced in the aisle of the bus all the 
way back to town. 

Our day at Lake Dukan was one that God had 
placed on the agenda, a divine appointment. He 
touched each one of us that day, in the most 
unlikely way, in the most unlikely place, and no 
one would ever be the same. || 

Amy Galvez and her husband, Tony, live in Salt 
Lake City. The story of their son, Marine Cpl. Adam 
Galvez, appeared in the May 2007 issue of The 
American Legion Magazine ("Death, Not in Vain"). 

Learn more about Amy Galvez's projects 
supporting Iraq's hospitals and the U.S. military: 
© www.operationafteraction.org 
® www.coolmarines.org 
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Vietnam Veterans Memorial Collection curator Duery Felton 
Jr. stands amid a fraction of the boxes that store items left at 
the Wall. Felton and his staff also oversee collections from 
over 40 other regional National Park Service sites, such as the 
Clara Barton House, Ford's Theatre and the Lee Mansion. 



Offerings at the Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial tell 
the unspoken stories 
of a generation. 



BY HOLLY K. SORIA 
PHOTOS BY NOEL ST. JOHN 



Some come because it is a stop 
on the bus tour. Others come 
to mark one milestone or 
another. A birthday. A 
wedding. Anniversaries. Others 
make the pilgrimage for catharsis. 
The black-granite arms of the 
Vietnam Veterans Memorial in 
Washington welcome them all. 
The Wall gathers them in to learn, 
to celebrate and to grieve. The 
energy of those represented by the 
sheltered alcove on the National 
Mall gives so much that many of 
its visitors are compelled to give 
something in return. 

When the monument first 
opened to the public in 1982, 
the offerings began appearing. 
They were typically small items: i 
note hastily scrawled on the back 
of a bag from a museum gift shop 
a photo, a dogtag, a lighter, a 
Purple Heart, or a single, 
unsmoked cigarette. Some 
things came with explana- 
tions, but most did not. 

At the time, maintenence 
workers were not surprised by the 
items, and thought the owners 
would eventually come to reclaim 
them. For two years, they simply 
rounded them up and held them in 
an ever-growing lost-and-found 
temporary storage area. 

By 1984, as controversy over the 
Wall's design slowly gave way to 
floods of visitors, the offerings 
became more deliberate and more 
common. Cards for birthdays that 
would have been. Photos of 
children never known. Boots that 
would be worn no more. Within 
these items were unspoken conver- 
sations that speak volumes. 
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CONVERSATION 




NEVER FORGOTTEN A piece of a helicopter 
rotor is tucked into a box adorned with 
photographs and other remembrances for Staff 
Sgt. Jerry W. Elliott. An email sent to the 
curatorial staff indicated that the rotor was 
recovered in a Vietnamese farmer's cow pen by 
the 55th JTF-FA Team 30 years after his 
helicopter crashed. This discovery changed 
Elliott's status from MIA to KIA. His family 
donated the rotor in his memory. 



WHOSE CAP? This nurse's cap is 
unique to the collection in that it is 
the only item that staff and 
volunteers have yet to accurately 
identify. The style of a cap designates 
where the nurse attended school, but 
the origin of this particular cap design 
has yet to be discovered. 



SMOKE SIGNALS Whether 
single, part of a pack, or part of 
an assemblage, cigarettes are 
prevalent throughout the 
collection. Felton describes 
them as votive offerings - 
items that satisfy a pledge or 
promise. The $3 owed for a 
haircut, a promised beer or a 
borrowed cigarette are often 
repaid at the Wall. 





LIGHTING THE WAY In Vietnam, a 
lighter was more than a lighter. Felton 
says that besides their utilitarian use, 
Zippos often had unique engravings 
and artwork that served as alternate 
identification in the field. Hundreds 
have been left at the Wall. 
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UNIQUE OFFERING This set 
of navigation tools, with the name 
"Captain Miller" written on the 
back of the case, is a one-of-a- 
kind contribution 
to the collection. 





THE NEXT 
GENERATION 

Baby items, like this 
set of blue-duck 
diaper pins, pacifiers, 
baby shoes and even 
ultrasound images, 
frequently make 
appearances at 
the Wall. 



That year, the Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial Fund handed over 
control of the memorial to the 
National Park Service, whose 
officials realized that the 
offerings were not going to slow 
down or stop. In fact, they soon 
understood that the offerings were 
an integral part of the Vietnam 
War story. Curatorial staff began 
to save and catalog each item left 
behind, with the exceptions of per- 
ishable plants and unaltered 
U.S. flags. By 1986, the items were 
officially designated as the Viet- 
nam Veterans Memorial Collec- 
tion. Duery Felton Jr., a Vietnam 
War veteran, is the curator. 

Felton served with the Army's 
1st Infantry Division as a radio 
operator and was wounded near 
Cambodia. He brought to the 
Memorial Collection project not 
only a practical knowledge of 
many items left by visitors, but 
also a keen understanding of their 
meaning to Vietnam veterans, 
living or dead. 




FLOWER POWER 

A Cobra helicopter crafted 
almost entirely from poppies 
is an example of unique 
artwork left by donors. 




CARVED 
CREATURES 

Sold in markets 
thoughout Vietnam, 
carved figures are 
common mementos 
of time spent 
in country. 





EASY RIDER This custom Harley-Davidson 
chopper was a labor of love from Wisconsin 
veterans. It arrived bearing 37 dogtags that 
represent Wisconsin natives who never returned 
from Vietnam. Volunteers built the motorcycle 
using donated parts and brought it to the Wall 
during Rolling Thunder in 1995. The bike and 
the hood of a race car are two of the collection's 
largest items, but Felton has learned to never 
underestimate donors: "I keep waiting for the 
Rangers to call and tell me to come pick up the 
Huey someone has left." 



A FEAST REMEMBERED 

A Vietnam veteran leaves 
an exact replica of a meal 
shared during the war with 
a fallen brother. 



\ 





KEEPING FAITH 

Religious icons of all 
varieties make their 
way into the collection. 
This cross is made with 
7.62 mm rounds. 
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SPONTANEOUS MESSAGE 

At the Wall, a 16-year-old 
adds a note written on a 
paper bag to explain her 
offering. She leaves the note 
anchored by a small stone, 
a gold chain, and an empty 
box of film. 





7 



TOOLS OF THE TIME 

Items used daily by 
troops deployed in 
Southeast Asia -an 
MRE, a battered canteen, 
a P-38 can opener - are 
often left by visitors. 



A CURATOR'S CHALLENGE 

This example of what Felton 
calls an "assemblage" honors 
the 677 corpsmen whose 
names are on the Wall. 
With 677 dogtags, a "steel pot" 
M1 helmet, a rose, a 
USMC- enlisted personnel 
branch-of-service insignia, a 
pair of jungle boots, and a 
commemorative Vietnam 
service ribbon with combat 
action wreath, this sculpture 
requires separate catalog 
entries for the assemblage 
and for each item within it. 
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Nearly three decades later, 
Felton and his staff of four employ- 
ees, along with a handful of 
interns and a network of volun- 
teers, oversee the collection. They 
are charged with accurately 
identifying each item, cataloging 
where it was left, and then care- 
fully preserving it for future 
generations. 

What the staff does not do is put 
forth any theory or interpretation 
of the items they find. Felton says 
that to assume things is to miss 
the point of the offering. 

"If someone writes a note 
to 'Sarge,' only the writer and 
Sarge knows what it's about. 
It's the nature of this collection. 
It's a catharsis of sorts." 

The collection now has more 
than 125,000 items, and it's only 
getting bigger. Children and grand- 
children leave items for parents 
and grandparents they never met. 
Offerings are also left on behalf of 
those Vietnam War veterans who 
died after U.S. military operations 
ended there, and homage is paid to 
those making the ultimate sacri- 
fice today. 

Every new item is dutifully add- 
ed, without discrimination. Felton 
says that the power to pick and 
choose is simply out of his hands. 

"It is a social history," he says. 
"This is not a National Park 
Service collection. It is the Viet- 
nam Veterans Memorial Collec- 
tion. The public decides what is 
worthy to be in this collection." 

And as the public continues to 
leave offerings at the Wall, the 
monument has evolved into what 
designer Maya Ying Lin envisioned 
at the beginning - not a static 
memorial, but a living interaction 
between those who left and those 
who were left behind. || 

Holly K. Soria is art director of 
The American Legion Magazine. 



REPEAT PERFORMANCE Some people make a 
series of donations overyears. Felton refers to 
them as "repeaters." One such artist hand-carved 
walking sticks that he etched with the names of 
the fallen. According to NPS volunteers, his son 
now carries on the tradition, fashioning his own 
walking sticks inscribed with the names of 
Americans killed in today's wars. 




HELP YOURSELF 

A donor offers a tissue 
to visitors overwhelmed by 
emotion during their visit. 



MYSTERY RING Is it a 

promise ring? A wedding 
band? Felton shrugs and 
smiles: "Who knows?" In 
keeping with his policy, he 
won't guess. Like most of the 
items in this ever-expanding 
collection, the ring has a story 
that remains unspoken. 




LEARN MORE 

Read about the Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial Collection online: 

National Park Service 
Museum Resource Center 

www.nps.gov/mrc/indexvvm.htm 

Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund 

www.vvmf.org 

Watch a video from the 
Pentagon Channel: 

www.legion.org/magazine 
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"Sir, in the name of God, 
no sane man would 
have stood there and 
done what they did. 
They saved us all." 
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BY LT. GEN. JOHN KELLY 




ur country today is in a life-and-death struggle against an evil enemy, but 
America as a whole is certainly not at war. Not as a country. Not as a people. 
Today, only a tiny fraction of American families - less than 1 percent - 
shoulder the burden of fear and sacrifice, and they shoulder it for the entire 
nation. Their sons and daughters who serve are men and women of character 
who continue to believe in this country enough to put life and limb on the line 
without qualification, and without thought of personal gain, so the sons and 
daughters of the other 99 percent don't have to. No big deal, though. Marines 
have always been first to fight, paying in full the bill that comes with 
being free for everyone else. 
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The comforting news for every American is that 
our men and women in uniform are as good today 
as any in our history. As good as their heroic, 
underappreciated and largely abandoned fathers 
and uncles were in Vietnam, and their grandfa- 
thers were in Korea and World War II, they have 
the same steel in their backs and have made their 
own mark, etching forever places like Ramadi, 
Fallujah and Baghdad in Iraq, and Helmand and 
Sangin, Afghanistan, that are now part of 
U.S. military legend and stand just as proudly 
alongside Iwo Jima, Normandy, Inchon, Hue City, 
Khe Sanh and A Shau Valley, Vietnam. 

While some might think we have produced yet 
another generation of materialistic and self-ab- 
sorbed young people, those who serve today have 
broken the mold and stepped out as real men, and 
real women, who are already making their own 
way in life while protecting ours. They have 
learned, at the same time they have served and 
fought for us, that the real strength of a platoon, a 
battalion or a country is not based on worshipping 
at the altar of diversity or separateness. On the 
contrary, they know that our immigrant and 
castoff ancestors, many of whom came here in 
chains, forged a nation that was a melting pot 
stitched together by a shared sense of history, 
values, customs, hopes and dreams, all of which 
unified an earlier America into a whole, as op- 
posed to an unruly gaggle of hyphenated names or 
multicultural individuals. 

Our servicemen and women also come to 
understand that it's not about color, but about 
character. That it's not about where in the world 
you came from, but all about why you came. That 
it's not about the God you worship, but that you 
will respect and even fight for the right of your 
neighbor to venerate any God he or she damn well 
pleases. That it's not about individual achievement, 
but all about achieving together as a people for the 
common good. That there is an exceptionalism 
about America, and that we should cherish who 
we are and why we are extraordinary. Those of us 
who serve or have served in America's armed 
forces have a profound understanding of these 
truths. Unfortunately, many in our great country 
today seldom fully appreciate them, or even hear 
of them beyond rhetoric every couple of years. 

And what are they like in combat in this war? 
Like Marines have been throughout our history. 
These young people demonstrate their commit- 
ment to us not in words, but in action. In my three 
tours in combat as an infantry officer and com- 
manding general, I never saw one of them hesitate, 



or do anything other than lean into the fire and, 
with no apparent fear of death or injury, take the 
fight to our enemies. 

As anyone who has ever experienced combat 
knows, when it starts, when the explosions and 
tracers are everywhere, and the calls for the 
corpsman or medic are screamed from the throats 
of men who know they are dying - when seconds 
seem like hours and it all becomes slow motion 
and fast forward at the same time, and the only 
rational act is to stop, get down, save yourself - 
they don't. When no one would call them a coward 
for cowering behind a wall or in a hole, slave to 
the most basic of all human instincts - survival - 
none of them do. It doesn't matter if it's an IED, a 
suicide bomber, mortar attack, sniper, fighting in 
the upstairs room of a house, or all of it at once - 
they talk, swagger and, most importantly, fight 
today in the same way America's Marines have 
since Tun Tavern. They also know whose shoul- 
ders they stand on, and they will never shame any 
veteran of any service, living or dead. 

We can also take comfort in the fact that these 
young Americans are not born killers but are good 
and decent young men and women who, for going 
on 10 years, have performed remarkable acts of 
bravery and selflessness to a cause they have 
decided is bigger and more important than them- 
selves. Only a few months ago, they were deliver- 
ing your paper, stocking shelves in the local 
grocery store, serving Mass on Sunday, or playing 
hockey on local ice. 

Like my own two sons - who are Marines and 
have fought in Iraq and Afghanistan - they are 
also the same kids that drove their cars too fast for 
your liking, and played the god-awful music of 
their generation too loud, but have no doubt they 
are the finest of their generation. Like those who 
went before them in uniform, we owe them 
everything. We owe them our safety. We owe them 
our prosperity. We owe them our freedom. We owe 
them our lives. 

Any one of them could have done something 
more self-serving with their lives, as the vast 
majority of their age group elected to do after high 
school and college. But no, they chose to serve, 
knowing full well a brutal war was in their future. 
They did not avoid the most basic and cherished 
responsibility of a citizen: the defense of country. 
They welcomed it. They are the very best this 
country produces, and have put every one of us 
ahead of themselves. All are heroes for simply 
stepping forward, and we as a people owe a debt 
we can never fully pay. 
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GOV'T ISSUED GOLD COINS 



^Nationwide Coin and Bullion Reserve 
announces the final release of 2,500 
. congresliSnfajly authorized, fully backed 
^mbjMhe U.S. Government completely free of 
^dealer mark up, $5 G3l^lj|rican Eagles at 
the incredible p ij^of 

AUTHORIZED BY CONGRESS ^ IN GOD WE" TRUST 



^ONLY 

$149, 



FOR THE INVESTOR 



If you had $25,000 in gold in 2001 at $290 per 
oz you would have over $100,000 at today's 
gold prices. These profit margins are unheard 
of in today's volatile financial market. Experts 
say this is just the beginning. Gold last touched 
$850 an ounce on Jan. 21, 1980, just after the 
Soviet invasion of Afghanistan and the seizure 
of U.S. hostages in Iran. Inflation was 
running in the triple digits. In today's 
terms, this would be equivalent to 
$2,000 an ounce suggesting the 
current nine year bull market has 
much further to run. With the Fed's 
decision to print, print, print trillions 
of dollars Americans will soon see 
inflation like never before. With these 
current conditions we are pleased to 
provide special arrangements for orders 
of $25,000 and more. Numerous experts 
are now predicting gold at $5,000 an ounce your 
$25,000 could be worth $125,000 in the near 
future. Please understand that when you convert 
money to U.S. Government Gold you have not 
spent your money, but rather transferred its value 
from a declining paper currency, to a powerful 
asset providing a long term hedge against inflation. 
Smart investors are currently moving 25-30% 
of their paper assets into gold. Call today for the 
opportunity to turn your $25,000 into $125,000. 
Toll free 877-817-1220. 




FINAL RELEASE 

Nationwide Coin and Bullion Reserve announces the 
final release of 2,500 congressionally authorized, 
fully backed by the U.S. Government, completely 
free of dealer mark up, $5 gold coins at the 
incredible low price of only $149.00 each. This 
at cost offer for American citizens may be your 
final opportunity to own government gold free 
of dealer mark up. Gold is currently trading 
around $1,400.00 per ounce and experts 
predict gold to skyrocket to as much 
as $5,000.00 an ounce. Inflation, the 
printing of trillions of dollars, two wars 
and the threat of terrorism all have 
caused the demand for gold to soar. 
Leading financial experts, Rob McEwen, 
Christopher Wyke, Peter Schiff and James 
DiGeorgia all predict $5,000/oz. gold. 
Due to extremely limited supplies we 
must adhere to a strict limit of ten coins per 
household. Nationwide Coin and Bullion Reserve 
has set these beautiful U.S. Government gold 
coins for immediate public release and cannot 
guarantee sufficient inventory to supply current 
demand. Order now to avoid disappointment. 
This at cost public offer will sell out immediately. 
Overage orders may be cancelled and your 
checks returned uncashed. Ordering now may 
be your last chance to own these magnificent 
government issued gold coins at this level. 
Call toll free 877-817-1220. 



SPECIAL ARRANGEMENTS NOW AVAILABLE FOR ORDERS OVER $25,000 



NATIONWIDE COIN & BULLION RESERVE 

T- 877-817-1220] 

CALL TOLL FREE (24 hrs a day seven days a week) 



MINIMUM ORDER 5 COINS 



VAULT#ALM- 110501 



Just yesterday, two were lost, and a knock on the 
door late last night brought their families to their 
knees in a grief that will never go away. Thou- 
sands more have suffered terrible wounds since it 
all started, but like anyone who loses life or limb 
while serving others - including our firefighters 
and law-enforcement personnel, who on 9/11 were 
the first casualties of this war - they are not 
victims; they knew what they were about, and 
were doing what they wanted to do. 

Indeed, they were in exactly the place they 
wanted to be: among the best men and women 
America produces. The chattering class and all 
those who doubt America's intentions and resolve, 
endeavor to make them and their families out to be 
victims, but they are wrong. We who have served, 
and are serving, refuse their sympathy. 

I have a story I wish to relate about the kind of 
people they are, about the steel in their backs, and 
the kind of dedication they bring to our country. 

When I was the commander of all U.S. and Iraqi 
forces, on April 22, 2008, two Marine infantry 
battalions, 1/9 "The Walking Dead/' and 2/8, were 
switching out in Ramadi. One battalion was in the 
closing days of its deployment, the other just 
starting its seven-month combat tour. 

Two Marines, Cpl. Jonathan Yale and Lance Cpl. 
Jordan Haerter, 22 and 20 respectively, one from 
each battalion, were assuming the watch at the 
entrance gate of an outpost that contained a 
makeshift barracks housing 50 Marines. The same 
ramshackle building was also home to 100 Iraqi 
police, our allies in the fight against terrorists in 
Ramadi - known at the time as the most danger- 
ous city on earth, and owned by al-Qaeda. 

Yale was a dirt-poor mixed-race kid from Vir- 
ginia, with a wife, a mother and a sister, who all 
lived with him and he supported. He did this on a 
yearly salary of less than $23,000. Haerter, on the 
other hand, was a middle-class white kid from 
Long Island. They were from two completely 
different worlds. Had they not joined the Marines, 
they would never have met each other, or under- 
stood that multiple Americas exist simultaneously, 
depending on one's race, ethnicity, religious 
affiliation, education level, economic status, or 
where you might have been born. But they were 
Marines, combat Marines, forged in the same 
crucible, and because of this bond they were 
brothers as close - or closer - than if they were 
born of the same woman. 

The mission orders they received from their 
sergeant squad leader, I'm sure, went something 
like this: "OK, take charge of this post and let no 



unauthorized personnel or vehicles pass. You 
clear?" I'm also sure Yale and Haerter rolled their 
eyes and said, in unison, something like, "Yes, 
sergeant," with just enough attitude that made the 
point, without saying the words, "No kidding, 
sweetheart. We know what we're doing." They 
then relieved two other Marines on watch and took 
up their post at the entry-control point of Joint 
Security Station Nasser, in the Sophia section of 
Ramadi, al Anbar, Iraq. 

A few minutes later, a large blue truck turned 
down the alleyway - perhaps 60 to 70 yards in 
length - and sped its way through the serpentine 
concrete Jersey walls. The truck stopped just short 
of where the two were posted and detonated, 
killing them both. Twenty-four brick masonry 
houses were damaged or destroyed. A mosque 
100 yards away collapsed. The truck's engine 
came to rest 200 yards away, knocking down most 
of a house down before it stopped. Our explosive 
experts reckoned the blast was caused by 2,000 
pounds of explosive. Because these two young 
infantrymen didn't have it in their DNA to run 
from danger, they saved 150 of their Iraqi and 
American brothers in arms. 

When I read the situation report a few hours 
after it happened, I called the regimental com- 
mander for details. Something about this struck 
me as different. We expect Marines, regardless of 
rank or MOS, to stand their ground and do their 
duty, and even die in the process, if that is what 
the mission takes. But this just seemed different. 
The regimental commander had just returned from 
the site, and he agreed, but reported that there 
were no American witnesses to the event - just 
Iraqi police. If there was any chance of finding out 
what actually happened, and then to decorate the 
two Marines to acknowledge their bravery, I'd have 
to do it, because a combat award requires two 
eyewitnesses, and we figured the bureaucrats back 
in Washington would never buy Iraqi statements. If 
it had any chance at all, it had to come under the 
signature of a general officer. 

I traveled to Ramadi the next day and spoke 
individually to a half-dozen Iraqi police, all of 
whom told the same story. They all said, "We 
knew immediately what was going on as soon as 
the two Marines began firing." 

The Iraqi police related that some of them also 
fired, and then, to a man, ran for safety just prior 
to the explosion. All survived. Many were injured, 
some seriously. One of the Iraqis elaborated, and 
with tears welling up, said, "They'd run like any 
normal man would to save his life." 
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We have selected TEN different premium 
brands to create a torpedo sampler 
like none other. You'll get a total 
of 20 cigars in all, each giving 
you a flavor and aroma that 
rivals the much higher priced 
boutique blends of the cigar 
world. Here at Thompson Cigar, 
cigars aren't just our business; 
they've been our passion for 
almost a century. Don't miss 
this opportunity to indulge in 
20 incredible smokes. Supplies 
are limited, so order yours today! 



1 -888-70S-9767 

www.thompsonspecials.com S'.ffX 1 !! 

AUCTION - BID on Your Favorite Cigars? Starts as low as $1 
Go to: www.thompsoncigarauctions.com updated daily! 



We now carry: • Swisher Sweets • Phillies • Black & Mild and more... 




Get your 20 
Cigar Torpedo 
Collection with 
humidor now! 

20 top-notch torpedo 
cigars with a humidor for 
$29.95 (#968772), plus 
$4.95 shipping & handling. 

(All shipments to AK, HI, Guam, 
Virgin Islands and Puerto Rico 
must go priority mail - add an 
additional $10.00. Florida residents 
add 6% sales tax + appropriate 
county tax). Remittance of any 
taxes on orders shipped to a 
location outside of Florida is the 
responsibility of the purchaser. 
In the event we are out of a 
Premium brand, Thompson 
reserves the right to substitute 
another premium brand cigar or 
size, of equal or greater value. 
All written orders MUST include 
your signature and date of birth. 
Limit one per customer. 



rp/s- 
THOMPSON] 




America's Oldest Mail 
Order Cigar Company, 
Est 1915 

P.O. Box 31274 
Tampa, FL 33631-3274 
Fax:813-882-4605 



OFFICIAL MILITARY VETERAN CAPS & RINGS 



Veteran Service Caps - "I Served with Pride" 

You'll be proud to wear the service cap dedicated to every veteran who served in every branch and war of our Armed Forces. 
Made in U&A^jSfc^ -rf^Tt***. 
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What he didn't know until then, and what he 
learned that very instant, was that Marines are not 
normal. Choking past the emotion, he said, "Sir, in 
the name of God, no sane man would have stood 
there and done what they did. They saved us all." 

What we didn't know at the time, and only 
learned after I submitted both Yale and Haerter 
for posthumous Navy Crosses, was that one of 
our security cameras recorded some of the attack. 
It happened exactly as the Iraqis described it. It 
took exactly six seconds from when the truck 
entered the alley until it detonated. You can watch 
the last six seconds of their young lives. 

I suppose it took about a second for the two 
Marines to separately come to the same conclusion 
about what was going on once the truck came into 
their view at the far end of the alley. No time to 
talk it over, or call the sergeant to ask what they 
should do. Only enough time to take half an 
instant and think about what the sergeant told 
them to do only a few minutes before: "Let no 
unauthorized personnel or vehicles pass." 

It took maybe another two seconds for them to 
present their weapons, take aim, and open up. By 
this time, the truck was halfway through the 
barriers and gaining speed. Here the recording 
shows a number of Iraqi police, some of whom had 
fired their AKs, now scattering like the normal and 
rational men they were, some running right past 
the Marines, who had three seconds left to live. 

For about two seconds more, the recording 
shows the Marines firing their weapons nonstop. 
The truck's windshield explodes into shards of 
glass as their rounds take it apart and tear into the 
body of the son of a bitch trying to get past them 
to kill their brothers - American and Iraqi - bed- 
ded down in the barracks, totally unaware that 
their lives at that moment depended entirely on 
two Marines standing their ground. 

Yale and Haerter never hesitated. By all reports 
and by the recording, they never stepped back. 
They never even shifted their weight. With their 
feet spread shoulder-width apart, they leaned into 
the danger, firing as fast as they could. They had 
only one second left to live, and I think they knew. 

The truck explodes. The camera goes blank. Two 
young men go to their God. Six seconds. Not 
enough time to think about their families, their 
country, their flag, or about their lives or their 
deaths, but more than enough time for two very 
brave young men to do their duty. Those are the 
kind of people who are on watch all over the world 
tonight for you, and as amazing as this selfless act 
of sacrifice may seem, it is the norm. 



In all the years I have been both enlisted and an 
officer of Marines, I have praised them and have 
chewed them out. I have promoted them and 
unceremoniously disciplined them. I have hung 
decorations on them and court-martialed them. 
I have visited them mangled and broken in mili- 
tary hospitals around the country, in lonely 
defensive positions across Iraq, and in brigs. I have 
known thousands of them over nearly 40 years, 
and I can tell you without hesitation or qualifica- 
tion that I never met one who would have run from 
his post that morning - who would have done 
anything other than to have stood there and died. 

I have the name of the most recent hero, killed 
in Afghanistan a few hours ago, but I cannot share 
with you his name because a Marine officer and 
Navy chaplain have not yet executed their honored 
duty of notifying the next of kin. That family, right 
now, somewhere in America, is in the final min- 
utes of blissful ignorance before their entire lives 
change forever. I know God will help them bear 
this inconceivable burden - a burden I am told by 
those who know that never goes away or even gets 
lighter - and help them find comfort in the fact 
that their son was doing exactly what he wanted to 
do, was doing it with the finest men on this earth, 
and for a cause that meant more to him than his 
life. The reality, however, is that it doesn't matter if 
we are comforted, or if we accept it or not. It only 
matters that he did. 

We Marines believe that God gave America the 
greatest gift he could bestow on man while he lives 
on this earth: freedom. We also believe he gave us 
another gift nearly as precious - our soldiers, 
sailors, airmen, Coast Guardsmen and Marines - 
to safeguard that gift and guarantee no force on 
this earth can ever steal it away. 

Rest assured that our America, this experiment 
in democracy begun over two centuries ago, will 
forever remain the land of the free and home of the 
brave so long as we never run out of tough young 
Americans who are willing to look beyond their 
own self-interest and comfortable lives, and go into 
the darkest and most dangerous places on earth to 
hunt down and kill those who would do us harm. 
God bless America, and semper fidelis. II 

Lt Gen. John Kelly is senior military assistant to 
Defense Secretary Robert Gates. This article is an 
excerpt of a speech Kelly gave to the Semper Fi 
Society of St. Louis on Nov. 13, 2010, four days after 
his son, Marine 1st Lt. Robert Kelly, was killed in 
action in Afghanistan. Read the full speech online 
at www.legion.org/magazine. 
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Finally, a cell phone 
that's. . . a phone! 




"Well, I finally did it. I finally decided to enter the digital age and get a cell phone. My kids have been bugging me, 
my book group made fun of me, and the last straw was when my car broke down, and I was stuck by the highway for 
an hour before someone stopped to help. But when I went to the cell phone store, I almost changed my mind. The 
phones are so small I can't see the numbers, much less push the right one. They all have cameras, computers and a 
"global-positioning" something or other that's supposed to spot me from space. Goodness, all I want to do is to be able 
to talk to my grandkids! The people at the store weren't much help. They couldn't understand 
why someone wouldn't want a phone the size of a postage stamp. And the rate plans! They 
were complicated, confusing, and expensive... and the contract lasted for two years! I'd 
almost given up when a friend told me about her new Jitterbug phone. Now, I have the 
convenience and safety of being able to stay in touch. . . with a phone I can actually use." 

The cell phone that's right for me. Sometimes I think the people who designed this 
phone and the rate plans had me in mind. The phone fits easily in my pocket, but it flips 
open and reaches from my mouth to my ear. The display is large and backlit, so I can 
actually see who is calling. With a push of a button I can amplify the volume, and if I don't 
know a number, I can simply push one for a friendly, helpful operator that will look it up 
and even dial it for me. The Jitterbug also reduces background noise, making the sound 
loud and clear. There's even a dial tone, so I know the phone is ready to use. 

Affordable plans that I can understand - and no contract to sign! Unlike other cell phones, 
Jitterbug has plans that make sense. Why should I pay for minutes I'm never going to use? \ 
And if I do talk more than I plan, I won't find myself with no minutes like my friend who 
has a prepaid phone. Best of all, there is no contract to sign - so I'm not locked in for years 
at a time or subject to termination fees. The U.S. - based customer service is second to 
none, and the phone gets service virtually anywhere in the country. 
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Monthly Minutes 


50 


100 


Monthly Rate 


$14.99 


$19.99 


Operator Assistance 


24/7 


24/7 


911 Access 


FREE 


FREE 


Long Distance Calls 


No add'l charge 


No add'l charge 


Voice Dial 


FREE 


FREE 


Nationwide Coverage 


Yes 


Yes 


Trial Period 


30 days 


30 days 



Order now 

and receive a 

FREE Car Charger and a 

FREE Leather Carrying 

Case for your Jitterbug- 
a $43.99 value. Call now! 




More minute plans available. Ask your Jitterbug expert for details. 



Call now and get a FREE Car Charger and FREE Leather Carrying 
Case - a $43.99 value. Try Jitterbug for 30 days and if you don't love 
it, just return it. Why wait, the Jitterbug comes ready to use right out 
of the box. If you aren't as happy with it as I am, you can return it for 
a refund of the purchase price. Call now, the Jitterbug product experts 
are ready to answer your questions. 



Available in 
Red,White 
(shown), 
and Graphite. 
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jitterbug 



ftrstSJBEET 

J for Boomers and Beyond® 



Jitterbug Cell Phone 

Call now for our NEW low price. 

Please mention promotional code 42024. 

1-877-600-0833 

www.j itte r bugd i rect.com 

We proudly accept the following credit cards. 



1998 Ruffin Mill Road 
Colonial Heights, VA 23834 



IMPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION:AII rate plans require the purchase of a Jitterbug phone and a one-time set up fee of $35.00. Coverage and service is not available everywhere. There are no additional fees to 
call Jitterbug's 24-hour U.S. Based Customer Service. However, for calls to an Operator in which a service is completed, minutes will be deducted from your monthly balance equal to the length of the call and any call 
connected by the Operator, plus an additional 5 minutes. Rate plans do not include government taxes or assessment surcharges. Prices and fees are subject to change. Savings are based on marketing materials from 
nationally available cellular companies as of June, 20 1 0 (not including family share plans). The full price of the Jitterbug Phone will be refunded if it is returned within 30 days of purchase, in like-new condition, and with less 
than 30 minutes of usage. A Jitterbug Phone purchased from a retail location is subject to the return policy of that retail location. The Jitterbug phone is created together with worldwide leader Samsung. Jitterbug is a 
registered trademark of GreatCall, Inc. Samsung is a registered trademark of Samsung Electronics America, Inc. and its related entities. Created together with worldwide leader Samsung. Copyright © 20 1 0 by f/rstSTREET 
for Boomers and Beyond, Inc. All rights reserved. 





Pirates once provoked 
nations to deadly force. 
Today, they're tried in court 
or even released. 

BY ALAN W. DOWD 

We all know about Captain Kidd and 
Blackbeard - pirates who became legends 
for their exploits on the high seas. 
Today, the pantheon of piracy includes the 
likes of Abdi Wali Dire, a Somali recently 
convicted, along with four others, in a 
U.S. court on federal piracy charges. 

Dire made the mistake of attacking 
the frigate USS Nicholas, thinking it was 
a merchant ship. His conviction is just one 
example of the international community's 
well-intentioned but hamstrung effort to 
fight the new/old problem of piracy. 
It reminds us of how much has changed 
since the days of Blackbeard - and how 
much remains the same. Now, as then, 
piracy is a costly and deadly problem 
that won't be solved in a courtroom. 



Just how old is the plague of piracy? In his 
book "Piracy: The Complete History," Angus 
Konstam notes that the first identifiable pirate 
group - the Lukkans - came on the scene in the 
14th century B.C. 

All great powers have had to deal with piracy. 
Rameses III, for instance, fought and eventually 
eliminated the pirate threat to Egypt some 3,000 
years ago. "The Athenian navy," Konstam ob- 
serves, "devoted much time and effort to clearing 
pirates from the Aegean." When Rome emerged as 
the primary Mediterranean power, Pompey the 
Great employed a massive military force of 500 
ships, 120,000 troops, and "the equivalent today of 
half the U.S. budget and armed forces" to fight 
piracy. Pompey sank 500 pirate ships, razed 120 
coastal bases and killed 10,000 pirates. "The whole 
operation lasted approximately three months," 
Konstam reports. 

Donald Puchala of the University of South 
Carolina notes that wars against piracy were 
waged in the 15th century in the Baltic and North 
seas, and in the Caribbean between 1500 and 1750. 
"Might did in fact repeatedly set things right," 
Puchala explains. "Reluctance to use countervail- 
ing force tended only to encourage the pirates." He 
adds that piracy has historically been combated 
"by a single major power, frequently the hegemon 
of the era." 
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Before the U.S. Navy played that role, Britain 
protected the world's sea lanes. English jurist 
William Blackstone, in the 1700s, noted that since 
the pirate has declared "war against all mankind, 
all mankind must declare war against him/' 

The problem was, and is, that all mankind can't 
always agree on what defines piracy, let alone how 
to combat it. So, as Puchala explains, "the British 
government decided to take international law into 
its own hands," unilaterally outlawed piracy, and 
set about the task of clearing the seas of what 
Cicero once labeled "hostis humani generis," or 
"enemies of the human race." 

America's Oldest Enemy. From the very beginning 
of the republic, these enemies have targeted 
U.S. shipping. The Barbary States in northern 
Africa required ships traveling near their waters to 
pay tribute to guarantee safe passage. In fact, 
when George Washington was inaugurated, as 
Donald Barr Chidsey observes in "The Wars in 
Barbary," Americans were being held hostage by 
Barbary pirates. And as Gerard Gawalt of the 
Library of Congress details, in 1795 alone, the 
United States paid almost $1 million in tribute and 
naval stores to ransom 115 sailors. 

Thomas Jefferson bitterly opposed this policy of 
appeasement, and he overturned it once he be- 
came president. He initially advocated an anti- 
piracy coalition not unlike today's Combined Task 
Force (CTF) 151, a multinational armada that 
patrols the waters around Somalia. But major 
European powers failed to rally around Jefferson's 
proposal, and so he opted to take the fight to the 



enemy, declaring, "It will be more easy to raise 
ships and men to fight these pirates into reason, 
than money to bribe them." 

Skirmishes, battles and full-scale invasions 
followed - Chidsey calls it "the great 
pummeling" - until a series of U.S. victories 
finally forced the Barbary States to sign treaties, 
ending decades of attacks against U.S. shipping. 
Puchala adds that it was France that "finally 
removed the menace," sending 37,000 troops to 
conquer and occupy Algiers. 

Between 1801 and 1855, U.S. forces carried out 
counterpiracy missions in Tripoli, Algiers, Greece, 
Ivory Coast, Hong Kong and Sumatra. After what 
President Andrew Jackson called "an act of 
atrocious piracy" against a U.S. merchant ship 
in the waters around Sumatra, he deployed 
USS Potomac, disguised as a Dutch merchant ship, 
"to inflict such chastisement as would deter them 
and others from like aggressions." A force of 
Marines killed 150 pirates and destroyed the 
Sumatran pirate nest. 

Back in this hemisphere, the Congressional 
Research Service (CRS) reports that there were 
3,000 pirate attacks in the Caribbean between 1815 
and 1823. The U.S. Navy responded in Puerto Rico, 
Cuba, Spanish Florida and the Yucatan. Konstam 
notes that President James Monroe even created an 
"anti-pirate squadron." 

Closer to our times, President Ronald Reagan 
dealt with a kind of latter-day Barbary piracy, 
when Libya declared the Gulf of Sidra its own, 
in violation of international law. In response, the 
U.S. Navy repeatedly engaged the Libyan navy and 
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Members of a visit, board, search and seizure (VBSS) 
team, from the guided-missile cruiser USS Gettysburg and 
U.S. Coast Guard Tactical Law Enforcement Team 
South Detachment 409, capture suspected pirates after 
responding to a merchant-vessel distress signal, as part of 

Combined Task Force 151. U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Eric L. Beauregard 



air force, to deadly effect. In 1985, Reagan or- 
dered U.S. warplanes to intercept and divert an 
Egyptian airliner carrying Palestinian terrorists 
who had pirated MS Achille Lauro and murdered 
an American. 

In 2009, after Somali pirates attacked MV Maersk 
Alabama and took its captain hostage, President 
Barack Obama authorized Navy SEAL snipers to 
neutralize the pirates. 

Costs of Piracy. To be sure, piracy is a global 
problem, affecting international shipping in the 
Malacca Straits, the South China Sea, West Africa 
and even South America. However, the pirate 
plague is hitting the waters around the Horn of 
Africa and the Gulf of Aden especially hard. These 
waters account for as much as 40 percent of pirate 
attacks worldwide, according to CRS. The Interna- 
tional Maritime Organization reports that pirates 
operating in this area attacked 164 ships in 
the first nine months of 2010. There were 
214 pirate attacks in 2009, 111 in 2008, and 
55 in 2007. Somali pirates are currently holding 
476 people captive. 

As the number of attacks increases, so does 
the cost of piracy. The costs include lost cargo, 
damaged ships, delivery delays, ransom payments 
and increased insurance rates. CRS reports that 
insurers are charging extra premiums of up to 
$20,000 per trip through the Gulf of Aden. To avoid 
the pirates and the insurance costs, some cargo 
lines are choosing alternate routes, increasing the 
total distance traveled by as much as 38 percent. 
Other shippers are sending goods by air, which 
costs up to 10 times as much as seaborne trans- 
port. Add it all up, and the cost of piracy may be 
as high as $16 billion annually. These "piracy 



surcharges" are passed on to consumers. 

Yet many cargo lines literally take their chances, 
calculating that the costs of countermeasures - 
traveling via safe corridors or deploying onboard 
defenses - outweigh the risks of being captured by 
pirates. According to a U.S. government report, a 
vessel runs just a 0.167-percent chance of being 
attacked in and around the Gulf of Aden. 

Another cost of piracy is human life. Not only 
are crewmen killed by pirates, but piracy off the 
Horn of Africa impedes the delivery of vital food 
aid to the starving people of East Africa. 

Finally, piracy poses a real, albeit indirect, threat 
to U.S. national security. In 2008, pirates hijacked 
a Kenya-bound freighter loaded with T72 battle 
tanks. In 2010, they captured a tanker carrying 
poisonous chemicals. The worrisome reality is 
this: men willing to commit piracy have no qualms 
about selling their plunder to the highest bidder. 

International Response. One of the reasons that 
piracy in the Gulf of Aden and off the Somali coast 
is more difficult to combat than earlier outbreaks of 
piracy is related to how far these modern pirates 
operate from land. Using large ships to spawn 
dozens of smaller, high-speed boats, many Somali 
pirates conduct attacks a thousand miles out to sea. 

Another reason is lawlessness on land. It's no 
coincidence that the pirate plague is raging in 
the waters between the failed state of Somalia 
and the nearly failed state of Yemen. 

Some, like U.N. official Antonio Maria Costa, 
argue that "the war on piracy must start on land" 
- and there's certainly merit to that. Throughout 
history, pirate crews have been drawn "from the 
ranks of unemployed youth, from poor peasants 
and town-dwellers who faced otherwise bleak 
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Bonus: Morgan 
Silver Dollar 



Can you pass an easy coin test? 



The coins pictured above-all 90% silver-haven't been in 
circulation in decades. Test your knowledge by matching 
the letter to the coin. The answers are below. 



1.. 
2.. 
3.. 
4._ 
5.. 
6._ 
7.. 



. Franklin Half Dollar (1 948-1 963) 
.Kennedy Half Dollar (1964) 
.Walking Liberty Half Dollar (1916-1947) 
. Roosevelt Dime (1 946-1 964) 
.Washington Quarter (1932-1964) 
. Mercury Dime (1916-1 945) 
.Barber Dime (1892-1916) 



You Get at Least One Each in Every Bag 

You probably know more than you thought. Now you can 
own a bag of 90% silver coins.They're priced by the silver 
weight in Quarter Troy Pound, Half Troy Pound and One Troy 
Pound Bags. 

Silver has soared recently, reaching record highs. Our supply 
of historic U.S. silver coins is very limited. You'll appreciate 
them today and in years to come. And they'll make a treasured 
gift or legacy for your children, family and friends. 
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Prices and availability subject to change without notice. Note: GovMint.com is a private distributor 
government coin issues and is not affiliated with the United States government. Facts and figures were 
accurate as of March 201 1 . ©GovMint.com, 201 1 



Buy Now Risk Free 

You must be 1 00% satisfied with your bag of 90% silver coins 
or return it via insured mail within 30 days of receipt for a 
prompt refund. 

BONUS Morgan Dollar for First 50 Callers 

The first 50 callers will also receive a BONUS authentic Morgan 
Silver Dollar with each Half Troy Pound of silver coins you 
order. Call now! 

Order More and SAVE 

Quarter Troy Pound Bag U.S. Silver Coins $169 + S&H 

Half Troy Pound Bag $323 + S&H SAVE $15 
(Plus BONUS Morgan Silver Dollar!) 

Full Troy Pound Bag $650 + S&H SAVE OVER $25 

(Plus BONUS Two Morgan Silver Dollars!) 

Toil-Free 24 hours a day 

1-888-201-7072 



Offer Code SBM133 

Please mention this code when you coll. 



of worldwide 
deemed 



[!i GovMlNT.COM 

^i&S YOUR ON E BEST SOURCE FOR COINS WORLDWIDE 

14101 Southcross Drive W., Dept. SBM 133 
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 
www.GovMint.com 



BBB 



ACCREDITED 
BUSINESS 



A wave of piracy 

Pirate attacks in waters around Somalia and in the 
Gulf of Aden were steady until the middle of the 
past decade, but then began to swell significantly. 



futures," Puchala says. That's a fairly accurate 
description of modern-day Somalia. 

However, in light of the United Nations' failed 
nation-building efforts in Somalia in the 1990s, 
and almost a decade of costly nation-building in 
Afghanistan in the 2000s, Washington has no 
interest in a new round of nation-building today. 
So for now, the United States and other responsible 
nations must focus on targeting the symptoms of 
this plague: the pirates themselves. 

Yet the international community has been 
hesitant to apply the one cure known to work 
against piracy - which, as the history proves, is 
deadly force. 

Instead, the 
United States and 
its allies have 
formed ad hoc 
counterpiracy 
flotillas like CTF 
151 that focus 
largely on escort- 
ing merchant 
ships, deterring 
pirate activity 
through shows of 
force, creating safe 
corridors and 
apprehending 
pirates. According 
to Reuters, the 
European Union's 
counterpiracy 

effort entails confiscating the pirates' weapons and 
the ladders they use to board ships, "and leaving 
them with only enough petrol to get back to 
shore." 

That's hardly a deterrent to piracy, but it's 
indicative of how the international community is 
responding to this problem. 

■ The documentary TV program "U.S. Navy: 
Pirate Hunters" captures the futility of the anti- 
piracy coalition's constrictive rules of engage- 
ment - and the frustration it causes among 

U.S. forces. Sailors aboard USS Gettysburg jokingly 
call their ship "Hotel Gettysburg" due to the 
generous hospitality they offer captured Somali 
pirates, who are usually released. Regrettably, 
assault teams returning from intercepting pirate 
skiffs and boats have been conditioned to say 
things like, "We've got enough to prosecute them." 

■ Countries with warships deployed to the 
counterpiracy mission have signed agreements 
with Kenya to process and prosecute captured 
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pirates. However, of the 136 pirates sent to Kenya 
since 2007, only 18 had been convicted by early 
2011. Worse, a top Kenyan magistrate, declaring 
that Kenyan courts have no jurisdiction over 
pirates arrested in international waters, ordered 
the release of several pirates caught by U.S. and 
German forces. The allies now fear that up to half 
the pirates handed over to Kenya may be released. 

■ Even when they make it to trial, the pirates turn 
the proceedings into a farce. After using RPGs to 
attack a Dutch-flagged cargo ship in 2009, Somali 
pirates were captured by Danish marines, taken to 
the Netherlands to stand trial, and promptly 
claimed that the Dutch cargo ship had attacked 

them. The Somalis 
were found guilty 
and sentenced to 
five years in 
prison, but now 
EU officials are 
worried about con- 
victed pirates 
seeking asylum 
after serving their 
sentences. 
■ A more com- 
mon outcome 
when allied naval 
forces encounter 
pirates is tempo- 
rary detention and 
release. Peter 
Pham of the 

Foundation for the Defense of Democracies reports 
that nearly 60 percent of the 706 pirates intercept- 
ed by the counterpiracy armada during a 16-month 
period in 2008 and 2009 were released. Eleven 
were killed. The rest were handed over for pros- 
ecution. Costa adds that nearly 600 pirates were 
released as of June 2010. 

■ Although Dire and his partners were found 
guilty of piracy, U.S. courts have dismissed other 
cases involving Somali pirates on technicalities. 

This is a far cry from how our forebears dealt 
with piracy. The common denominator of success- 
ful counterpiracy campaigns is the use of military 
force not simply to apprehend pirates, but to target 
and destroy them, their vessels and their bases. 

That may be too uncivilized for the 21st century, 
but surely there is something better than today's 
catch-and-release arrangement. CI 

Alan W. Dowd is a contributing editor for The 
American Legion Magazine. 
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HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS 

Quality Tools at Ridiculously Low Prices 



FACTORY DIRECT 
TO YOU! 

How does Harbor Freight Tools sell high 
quality tools at such ridiculously low 
prices? We buy direct from the factories 
who also supply the major brands and 
sell direct to you. It's just that simple! 
Come see for yourself at one of our 
340 STORES NATIONWIDE and use this 
20% OFF Coupon on one of our 7,000 
products*, plus pick up a FREE 6 Piece 
Screwdriver Set, a $7.99 VALUE, with 
any purchase. We stock Automotive 
products, Shop Equipment, Hand Tools, 
Tarps, Compressors, Air & Power Tools, 
Material Handling, Woodworking Tools, 
Welders, Tool Boxes, Outdoor Equipment, 

Generators, and much more. 

NOBODY BEATS OUR QUALITY, 
SERVICE AND PRICE! 



LIFETIME WARRANTY 

ON ALL HAND TOOLS! 



V Over 5 MILLION NEW CUSTOMERS 
in the Last 2 Years! 

V NO HASSLE RETURN POLICY 

V Family Owned & Operated 

V We Will Beat Any Competitor's Price Within 1 Year of Purchase! 



Get More Coupons at HarborFreight.com 
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WITH ANY PURCHASE 

PITTSBURGH 
6 PIECE 
SCREWDRIVER SET 

ITEM 47770 

REG. PRICE $7.99 

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 1 Free item only available with qualifying minimum 
purchase (excluding price of free gift item). Cannot be used with any other discount or 
coupon. Coupon not valid on prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase date with 
original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Shipping & Handling charges may apply if free 
item not picked up in-store. Coupon cannot be bought, sold or transferred. Original coupon 
must be presented in-store, or with your order form, or entered online in order to receive 
the offer. Valid through 8/16/11. Limit one coupon per customer and one coupon per day. 




Illlllllllllllll llllllllll 



1 S^3^S7 1 



ELECTRIC 
ATV/UTV WINCH 
i WITH AUTOMATIC 
LOAD-HOLDING 

LOT NO. 68146 BRAKE 

MREG. 
PRICE 
$119.99 



I HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 5 
This valuable coupon is good anywhere you shop Harbor Freight Tools (retail stores, online, or 800 number). 
Cannot be used with any other discount or coupon. Coupon not valid on prior purchases after 30 days from 



CENTRALPNEUMATIC 
2 HP, 8 GALLON 
125 PSI PORTABLE 
AIR COMPRESSOR 

LOT NO. 67561/95386 

?ff $ 99" 



||T4 REG. PRICE $139.99 

I This valuable coupon is good anywhere you shop Harbor Freight Tools (retail stores, online, or 800 number). 
1 Cannot be used with any other discount or coupon. Coupon not valid on prior purchases after 30 days from 
, original purchase date with receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Coupon cannot be bought, sold, or 
transferred. Original coupon must be 
presented in-store, or with your order 



$69 



presented 

lorm, or entered online in order to 
receive the coupon discount. Valid 
through 8/16/11. Limit one coupon 
per customer and one coupon per day. 
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HAUL- MASTER* 



presented in-store, or with your order 
torm, or entered online in order to 
I receive the coupon discount. Valid 
through 8/16/11. Limit one coupon 
per customer and one coupon per day. 
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SANDING SCRAPE 
CONCRETE 



OSCILLATING 
MULTIFUNCTION 
POWER TOOL 

a $ 24!? 

PRICE 

SAVE $59 99 
58% 



17 DIFFERENT ATTACHMENTS 
AVAILABLE IN OUR STORES! 



r 




PLUNGE 
CUTTING 



CUT 
FLOORING 



CUT CUT CUT 

METAL DRYWALL PLASTIC 

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 4 

This valuable coupon is good anywhere you shop Harbor Freight Tools (retail stores, online, or 800 number). 
Cannot be used with any other discount or coupon. Coupon not valid on prior purchases after 30 days from 
original purchase date with receipt ^Offer good while supplies last Coupon cannot be bought, sold, or 

presented in-store, or with your order 
lorm, or entered online in order to 
receive the coupon discount Valid 
through 8/16/11. Limit one coupon 
— per day. 
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12 VOLT 
MAGNETIC 
TOWING 
LIGHT KIT 



Item 96933 
shown 

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 9 



original purchase date with receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Coupon' ci 



LOT NO. 

96933/67455 

REG. 
PRICE 
$29.99 



transferred. Original coupoi 
presented in-store, or with your order 
io " 
re 

through 8/16/11. Limit one coupon 
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7 FUNCTION DIGITAL 
MULTIMETER 



SAVE 

70% 



LOT NO. 
90899/98025 



$299 



40H1 r>.< 



REG. PRICE $9.99 

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 7 V 

This valuable coupon is good anywhere you shop Harbor Freight Tools (retail stores, online, or 800 number). 
Cannot be used with any other discount or coupon. Coupon not valid on prior purchases after 30 days from 
with r — ! -' 
..... .oupon 

presented in-store, or with your order 
lorm, or entered online in order to 
receive the coupon discount Valid 
through 8/16/11. Limit one coupon 
ijer customer and one couponjer day^ 
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1 HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 1 Use this coupon to save 20% on any one single item 
purchased when you shop at a Harbor Freight Tools store. 'Cannot be used with any other discount 
| or coupon. Coupon not valid on any of the following: gift cards, Inside Track Club membership, 
extended service plans, Compressors, Generators, Tool Cabinets, Welders, Floor Jacks, Campbell 
■ Hausfeld products, open box items, Parking Lot Sale items, Blowout Sale items, Day After 
I Thanksgiving Sale items, Tent Sale items, 800 number orders or online orders. Coupon not valid 
on prior purcahses after 30 days from original purchase date with original receipt. Coupon cannot 
I be bought, sold, or transferred. Original coupon must be presented in-store in order to receive 
'the offer. Valid through 8/16/11. Limit one coupon per customer and one coupon per day. 

I 
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LOT NO. 
67421 



US*GENERAL 
11 DRAWER 
ROLLER CABINET 

INCLUDES: 

• 6 Drawer Top Chest 

• 2 Drawer Middle Section 

• 3 Drawer Roller Cabinet C J ^0 

SI ^099 REG. PRICE 
I ■ W $299.99 

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 3 

This valuable coupon is good anywhere you shop Harbor Freight Tools (retail stores, online, or 800 number). 
u - "id with any other disc 



SAVE 




aunt or coupon. Coupon not valid on prior purct 

original purchase date with receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Coupon cannot b 
transferred. Original coupon must be 
presented in-store, or with your order 
lorm, or entered online in order to 
receive the coupon discount. Valid 
through 8/16/11. Limit one coupon 
.per customer and one coupon per day. 
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RECIPROCATING SAW 
WITH ROTATING HANDLE 



$1999 




REG. 
PRICE 
$39.99 



HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 5 

This valuable coupon is good anywhere you shop Harbor Freight Tools (retail stores, online, or 800 number). 
Cannot be used with any other discount or coupon. Coupon not valid on prior purchases after 30 days from 
original purchase date with receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Coupon cannot be bought, sold, or 



through 8/16/11. Limit one coupon I IIIIII III J| III II III II III II III l| HI II l|l|| Mil llll 

, per customer and one coupon per day. 4r 3 3f,R2flo ^ 



Not available in 
Minnesota. 




3 FT. x 5 FT. 
AMERICAN FLAG 

LOT NO. 

SAVE 96723 
50% 



HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 8 



transferred. Original coupon 
presented in-store, or with your order 
lorm, or entered online in order to 
receive the coupon discount. Valid 



$499 



REG. 
PRICE 
$9.99 
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j .per customer and one coupon pi 



3 EASY WAYS 
TO SHOP! 



1. VISIT! 
340 Stores Nationwide 



2. GO TO! 
www. HarborFreight.com 



3. CAll! 
1-800-423-2561 



M YAM ERICA 



"You don't have to be wealthy to have 
freedom. Our Constitution guarantees it. 
Our military ensures it. This land called America 
exists because those before us got it right. 
They did a good job leveling the playing field, 
leveraging power and giving every single 

citizen the same opportunity to have 
a better life. We as a nation have 
many challenges ahead, but 
bet on us, as long as 
we keep faith, a strong 
defense and remember 
that our neighbor is 
most likely a veteran." 
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Technology Breakthrough 




ble bathing 



By John Fleming 



"Best in Class 
warranty 

UL approved 



Enjoy A Bath Again. . . 
Safely and Affordably 

The Designed for Seniors® Safe Step® Walk-In tub 
is luxurious, feature-packed and affordable 



F\or millions of aging 
[ Americans, the simple 
pleasure of a comfortable, 
luxurious bath has become a 
thing of the past. Fear of falling 
is the number one reason that 
people leave the home they 
love and move to a relative's 
home or some kind of assisted 
living facility. The number one 
place in the home where falls are 
likely to occur is the bathroom. 
Now, there is a better solution 
for this widespread problem... 
the revolutionary Walk-In Tub 
from Safe Step. 

Easy, Safe Access to your Bathtub. 

The Safe Step Tub has a leakproof, 
walk-in door and features a new 



lower step height that's only 4 
inches high — so you can get in 
and out easily. Simply open the 
easy-to-turn door latch, walk in 
and close the door. It's that safe 
and easy. Our design engineers 
have thought of everything. From 
the 17-inch high seat (no 
struggling to get up or down), to 
both water and air-jet therapy, to 
built-in heating. It will give 
you the freedom and independ- 
ence to bathe in safety, comfort 
and convenience. 

Why not rediscover the soothing, 
luxurious pleasure of a comfort- 
able bath. . . in the home you love? 
The Safe Step Tub is the best value 
on the market. Call now. 



What To Look For 
in a Walk-In Tub: 

Five major considerations to help 
make an informed decision before 
buying a Walk-In Tub: 

Quality - A walk-in tub is a 
major investment. You want 
to find a quality tub that will 
last for decades. Look for one 
that's 100% leakproof and 
mold-resistant, full metal 
frame construction and one 
that's American made. 

•-►Warranty - Ask for a lifetime 
"no leak guarantee" and the 
best tubs offer a lifetime 
warranty on the tub itself. 

Pain Relieving Therapy - Find 
a tub that has both water and 
air jet therapy to soak away 
your aches and pains. Look for 
Dual-Zone jets. 

•* Comfort - Ergonomic design, 
easy-to-reach controls. 

•> Endorsements - Only consider 
tubs that are UL or ETL listed. 
Also look for a tub certified 
by NAHB (National Association 
of Home Builders) Research 
Center. 



Designed for Seniors® 
Safe Step® Walk-In Tub 

For information call: 

1-877-513-8417 

Call now Toil-Free and mention your 
special promotion code 42714. 
Financing available with approved credit. 
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[HONOR] 

MORE THAN 
A MEMORY 

Korean War veteran creates scholarship program 
to honor those from Wyoming who gave their 
lives in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

Jordan Byrd turned down the opportunity to attend college. 
He instead became a combat medic, because he loved helping 
people and wanted immediate hands-on medical experience. 
He never achieved his ultimate dream of becoming a doctor. 
Last October, a sniper killed Byrd while he was rescuing a 
wounded comrade in Afghanistan. 

Byrd's legacy, however, will help students from his native 
state of Wyoming get the kind of college education he 
passed over so he could serve his country. He is one of 
26 servicemembers killed in Iraq and Afghanistan 
who are memorialized by the Wyoming Fallen Hero 
Scholarship Program. 

Leo Sanchez, a retired history teacher and 
member of American Legion Post 2 in Casper, 
started the scholarship program. He served with 
the Wyoming Army National Guard and the 
Marine Corps during the Korean War. 
"I was so angry about the way the Viet- 
nam veterans were treated that I said, 
This is going to be different,'" says 
Sanchez, who assigned his junior-high 
students to send care packages to 
servicemembers in Southeast Asia as 
early as 1964. "I wanted to be sure 
these men are honored." 

Sanchez founded the scholarship 
program in 2004 after attending the 
funeral of Shane Childers, the first 
servicemember from Wyoming 
killed in Iraq. Fallen Hero has since 
established a separate scholarship 
in the name of each servicemember 
with Wyoming ties who has made 
the ultimate sacrifice in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. That includes Manuel 
Davila, the only Wyoming soldier 
killed in Desert Storm. 

Sanchez's goal is to raise at least 
$10,000 to endow each scholarship. 




52 THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE | MAY 2011 



His fundraising efforts include writing to every church in Wyo- 
ming to ask for donations. Families, veterans groups and other 
organizations are pitching in as well, with everything from 
raffling buffalo hunts to sponsoring 5-kilometer runs. The state 
will match the first $5,000 in private donations to every Fallen 
Hero scholarship. The resulting financial aid helps students attend 
the University of Wyoming or the community college nearest to 
the late servicemember's hometown. 

The money is key to Shanda McCullough's ability to study 
nursing at Sheridan College in northern Wyoming. 

"I'm so grateful," says McCullough, who meets the financial 
demands of a full college course load by waiting tables at a local 
steakhouse. "It's helped so much. I spend about $700 a semester 
just on textbooks." 

The roster of fallen Wyoming heroes for whom scholarships are 
named includes Chance Phelps of Dubois, whose story was memo- 
rialized in the HBO movie "Taking Chance," starring Kevin Bacon. 
Michael Strobl, the retired Marine lieutenant colonel who wrote 
the story of "Taking Chance" from his own experiences, received 
The American Legion Patriot Award in 2009. 

Sanchez has also arranged for the creation of a Norman Rock- 
well Moments portrait of each fallen servicemember to hang in the 
college nearest the hero's hometown, so they are never forgotten. 

"Leo contacted us after seeing our portraits featured on the 
cover of The American Legion Magazine" said Steve Katzenberger 
of Portrait Image Media. "Leo's enthusiasm and commitment to 
honor Wyoming's Fallen Heroes is very impressive, and we are 
extremely honored to be working with the program and the 
families of these American heroes." 

The American Legion has a resolution-driven relationship with 
Creative Street, which makes and markets the Norman Rockwell 
Moments portraits and promotes them at the national convention. 

Most of the scholarship winners are chosen by lottery. "We 
make it accessible to everybody, no matter what the circumstanc- 
es - rich or poor, good grades or bad," Sanchez says. "More people 
apply, and it keeps the name of the hero alive." 

That pleases Lois Ann Wright, whose son, Robert Lucero, was 
killed in Iraq in 2003. "All scholarships should be done by lottery," 
she says. "That way, it's fair for everybody, no matter what their 
GPA is, no matter who they are, no matter what they want to do." 

She notes that the Wyoming Army National Guard gave her son 
the opportunity to serve his country and take advantage of the 
military's college financial-aid programs. "He would think (the 
scholarship) is awesome," Wright says. "Just knowing that it helps 
somebody is enough." 

The father of Jordan Byrd, the combat medic who gave his life in 
uniform last fall, says he's proud his late son's name will endure 
as part of the Fallen Hero program. 

"That scholarship is there to help someone in need," said Justin 
Brost, the fallen medic's dad. "That's Jordan's legacy. He was out 
there helping people. He's still helping people." 

- Ken Olsen 



[VERBATIM] 

I think we are going 
to see the first $2 billion 
presidential election in the 
nation's history. Two billion 
may be conservative. 

Tom Daschle, a Democrat 
and former Senate majority leader 

My people love me. 
They would die for me. 

Muammar Gaddafi, 

Libyan dictator, denying protests 
against him in March 

Our plan is to take their 
direction, and we're going to 
execute that training right 
here on the battlefield. 

Army Command Sgt. Maj. 
Marvin Hill, saying that sessions on 
respecting gays' rights will extend to 
forward operating bases 

We have this crazy 
idea that we can 
change the way 
people behave. You 
can't have salt, you 
can't have sugar. Hop 
on a bicycle because 
it's bad to drive your 
car. It's ridiculous. 
What's next?" 

Eric Ulrich, New York City 
Council member, who voted 
against a bill that would 
ban smoking in all city 
parks, beaches and 
pedestrian plazas. The 
council approved the ban 
by a 36-11 vote. 

She always said, 
I'm going to die in 
the saddle, I'm not 
going to sit at home 
and become an old woman.' 

Etta Waterfield, daughter-in-law 
of Hollywood legend Jane Russell, who 
died Feb. 28. The 89-year-old actress 
stayed active in church, charities and a 
singing group until her health declined. 
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RAPID FIRE 



[MILITARY AFFAIRS] 

The general's report 

Gen. David H. Petraeus, commander of the 
U.S.-led International Security Assistance Force 
(ISAF) in Afghanistan, recently offered an 
upbeat report on operations: 

■ ISAF and Afghan forces "made impressive 
progress in our mission - a mission that is of 
enormous importance not just to each of our 
countries and Afghanistan, but to the region 
and the entire world." 

■ ISAF and "our Afghan partners worked 
together to halt a downward security spiral in 
much of the country and to reverse it in some 
areas of great importance." 

■ "Hard-won progress was ... achieved in 
Helmand and Kandahar provinces." 

■ ISAF and Afghan forces "inflicted enormous 
losses on midlevel Taliban and Haqqani 
network leaders throughout the country, and 
took away some of their most important safe 
havens. Now, in fact, the insurgents increasingly 
are responding to our operations rather than 
vice versa." 

■ There are "reports of unprecedented discord" 
among the Taliban's senior leadership. 

■ "The implementation of our strategy ... was 
helped considerably by the deployment of 
additional forces, the growth of the Afghan 
army and police, an increase in the number of 
our civilian partners, and the associated 
funding to enable it all" and by "the 
commencement of the Afghan Local Police 
initiative, the beginning of Afghan-led 
re-integration of reconcilable insurgents, and 
the relentless pace of targeted operations." 

■ "As always ... the Taliban and other enemies of 
security will fight hard to prevent us from 
accomplishing these tasks." 




[MILITARY AFFAIRS] 

Bot war 

A veritable army of robots in 
Afghanistan is bringing science fiction 
to life on real-world battlefields. As 
National Defense reports, the United 
States and its allies have deployed more than 
2,000 ground robots, most of them used to detect 
roadside bombs. Others are being used for recon and 
"entry control," whereby they scour cars and trucks for 
explosives long before the vehicles approach U.S. forces. 

There are five types of robots in Afghanistan, according to National 
Defense: a minirobot that can be carried in a backpack and is used in 
explosive ordinance disposal and detection, "medium-sized Talon and 
Packbots that weigh about 65 pounds, a 120-pound Talon that is 
popular with EOD units because of its strong arm and manipulator, 
and a vehicle-sized M160, which can remotely clear minefields." 




Luke Waak/U.S. Army 



[FOREIGN AFFAIRS] 

'A very wrong message 1 

The Obama administration has announced plans to end Voice of 
America radio and TV broadcasts in China's main languages of 
Mandarin and Cantonese. The cuts would have to be approved by 
Congress to take effect. 

In an interview with the Taipei Times, University of Pennsylvania 
professor Arthur Waldron said the plan to end VOA broadcasts "shows 
a complete lack of understanding of the world situation." 

Some in the administration 
apparently agree. An unnamed 
official told The Washington 
Times that the plan sends "a 
very wrong message to China." 

Meanwhile, China is 
pouring huge sums into its 
overseas media operations. 
The Times reports that Beijing 
is launching 60 U.S. affiliates of 
its state-run CCTV. 

Media Bakery 
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[TECHNOLOGY] 

Smart grenades 

U.S. troops in Afghanistan are using a brand-new weapon 
that experts are calling "a game-changer." The XM25 is a 
rifle-sized, shoulder-fired grenade launcher that uses 
"smart" ammo: grenades embedded with 

microchips that allow U.S. forces to home in 
on the enemy. As AFP reports, the XM25's 
* smart grenades can search out and target 

f ~ y an enemy "even when the enemy is 

hidden behind walls or other cover." 
The XM25 fires 25 mm shells up to 
2,300 feet. Troops can program the 
. shells to burst at a specific distance 
and height. The XM25 has been 
described as "300 percent 
more effective than current 
weapons at the squad level." 




K3 

PEOSoldier/U.S. Army 



[ECONOMICS] 

Vets hit hard by 
housing collapse 

Some 20,000 veterans, 
active-duty personnel and 
reservists with government- 
backed mortgages lost their 
homes in 2010, USA Today 
reports. Even more telling is the 
foreclosure rate in ZIP codes 
adjacent to military bases, which 
increased by 32 percent between 
2008 and 2010. The national rate, 
by comparison, rose 

FflDtfli 23 P ercent in 
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SPECIAL MARKET OPPORTUNITY 



Nicholas J. Bruyer, CEO, First Federal Coin Corp. 
ANA Life Member Since 1974 



Sold out in less than ^ d 

Our supply of 2010 Silver Pandas disappeared in a heartbeat. 
How long this year's supply will last is anyone's guess. 
Do you really want to wait to find out? 



ays! 



We've been offering China's Silver 
Panda coins for years. Every year the 
design changes, which makes them 
more popular. 

Last year, we asked the China Mint 
for all its First Strike coins. These are 
the first coins struck from new dies, 
and Panda buyers go wild for them. 

In fact, they're so popular our supply 
of 2010 China Silver Panda MS70 
First Strike coins sold out in less 
than a week. 

That's why the China Mint awarded 
us exclusive distribution rights for 
the 2011 Silver Panda First Strikes. 

With These 2011 First Strike® 
Silver Pandas We Hit 
The Jackpot! 

The China Mint is limiting its 
production of 2011 One-Ounce 
Silver Pandas to 3 million coins. 

Compare that to Silver Eagles (the 
American equivalent to the Silver 
Panda) struck by the U.S. Mint— they 
made 30+ million in 2010! 

But, only 2% of the 201 1 mintage 
of China Silver Pandas will receive 
the China Mint's official First Strike 
certification. And we have them all! 

These First Strike Silver Pandas 
Are The Best of The Best! 

As the very first coins struck, each of 
these spanking new Silver Pandas is 
the very finest of the entire mintage 
for 201 1 — and always among the 
most sought-after of all coin issues 
by buyers worldwide. 



And they're even more popular 
when they're graded by Professional 
Coin Grading Service (PCGS) in 
perfect MS70 condidtion. 



We're Sitting On An Incredible 
Opportunity For You! 

To put this in perspective 
for you, let's compare an 
ungraded Silver Panda to a 
graded Silver Panda, both 
from the year 2000. 

If you could even find an 
ungraded 2000 Silver Panda — 
and they're not easy to locate 
— you'd pay around $150. 



If you think it's hard to find an 
ungraded Silver Panda, just try 
to get your hands on a 2000 Silver 
Panda MS70, which is the highest 
grade possible and represents 
absolute perfection. That coin today 
is valued at as much as $795! And 
that's without a First Strike designa- 
tion. Its an increase of 530% ! 

Now you see what grading can do 
to the value of a coin. 

Of course, there are only a handful 
of 2000 Silver Panda MS70s in 
existence. 

And past performance is no 
guarantee of what can happen 
in the future. 

Act Now To Own An Extraordinary 
2011 Silver Panda MS70 First Strike 
For As Little As $129! 

There's no telling what these elusive 
201 1 Silver Pandas will be selling for 
five or ten years from now. But 
today, I'm releasing our entire 




inventory for remarkable prices — 
as little as $129 (plus s&h)! 

Buy More, Save More! 

Your price is only: 
$149 per coin for 1 - 4 coins 
$144 per coin for 5 - 9 coins 
$139 per coin for 10 - 19 coins 
$129 per coin for 20+ coins 

We're selling them on a first come, 
first served basis. Don't wait! Call 
now at 1-888-201-7063 and mention 
offer code PSF143 to get in on this 
exceptional offer! 

As always, you are protected by our 
30-day money-back guarantee. 

Call First Federal Toll-FREE today 
1-888-201-7063 to Reserve Your 
2011 First Strike Silver Panda MS70 



Offer Code PSF143 

Please mention this code when you call. 



Past performance is not an indicator of future performance. Prices subject to change without notice. Note: First Federal Coin Corp. is a private distributor of government and private coin and medallic issues ana 
with the United 'States government. Facts and figures were deemed accurate as of February 2011 . First Stn ' 



American Numismatic Association 
Nicholas Bruyer 
' Life Member 4489 



1-888-201-7063 

Go to www.firstfederalcoin.com & enter offer code PSF143 
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difference' 



[MEMBERSHIP] 

'We are going to make a 

There was a time when American Legion Jones- 
Hollingsworth Post 525, in the Cooper Road area of 
Shreveport, La., was a thriving part of the community and a 
strong force in the Department of Louisiana. 

Chartered in 1966 and named for two black Shreveport 
servicemembers killed in World Wars I and II, the post in its 
prime "supported every function of The American Legion," 
says Harold D. Burson, Louisiana's Alternate National 
Executive Committeeman. 

Sadly, for various reasons, the post closed its doors in 
2002, taking that strong presence with it. Now, a group of 
local veterans is reviving it. 

On Martin Luther King Jr. Day, Cooper Road Post 450 - 
once a dream of former Cooper Road resident, Army veteran 
and schoolteacher 
Carl Moore - became 
a reality. During a 
ceremony on the 
campus of Southern 
University- 
Shreveport, the post 
signed up or 
transferred enough 
new or current 
members to apply for 
a charter. 

Moore, who was an 
ROTC student at 
Southern University- 
Baton Rouge, is from 
a military family. His 
father served in the 
Air Force, as did one 
of his brothers; another brother is a Marine. 

Moore's inspiration to serve comes from his family, 
but his desire to bring The American Legion back to 
Cooper Road comes from growing up in the area. 
Shreveport has a majority-black population, and its streets 
are named for George Washington Carver, Booker T. 
Washington, Joe Louis and other famous black Americans. 

"We have a community where there's a veteran on nearly 
every street," Moore says. "When Post 525 was active, it had 
more than 500 members. To have a predominantly black 
American Legion post in an area that's as old, historical and 
rich as this one, we should have had a post a long time ago." 

Moore hopes the post will become a resource for 
everyone in the Cooper Road area. 

"We're fighting two wars right now," he says. "A lot of kids 
coming home need help. They don't have anywhere to go to 
get assistance. I want to have a place where they can go 
when they do come home. 

"But I want to have something that will help all of the 
community. I want to do something special for a whole 
lot of people. I know it's a process, but I do know I've got 
a lot of help." 

That includes friends such as Army Sgt. Danny Gilliam, Air 



Force Master Sgt. Carl Harris and Army Col. Anthony 
Williams, all retired. The three veterans have ties to Cooper 
Road, and were asked by Moore to help get the post started. 

Williams put Moore in touch with American Legion 
National Membership Director Billy Johnson, who served 
with Williams in Germany more than 20 years ago. 

"Cooper Road has been good to us," Williams says. "Most 
of us grew up not knowing what we had. People in our past 
taught us some important things. They taught us discipline. 
That discipline allowed us to go where we needed to go." 

Like Moore, he has big plans for Post 450. 

"Purpose always creates vision," he says. "We have a vision 
for the future, and I think the vision always creates passion 
to really do what we're called to do. 

"We're going to 
build a 21st-century 
building somewhere 
in the city. We're 
going to help our 
veterans. We're going 
to make a difference 
in their lives. We're 
going to do 
programs, 
scholarships, things 
The American Legion 
is all about. We're 
not going to sit 
around and talk 
about how we got 
the post established, 
and then a year from 
now not be doing 
anything. We're going to do something." 

"I know Anthony Williams," says Lisa Simmons, one of 15 
veterans who joined Post 450 on Jan. 17. "He and I grew up 
together. I have a drive to serve, and when he told me they 
wanted to start up this post, I came out. I see a lot of 
energized people. I'm going to do my part." 
Johnson says he was impressed by the turnout. 
"Typically we do a lot of work up front, making lists and 
calling people and going out, trying to gather those 15 to 20 
members needed to form a post," Johnson says. "This is 
unusual, to have everyone come the first night and make the 
work a lot simpler. You are already interested in bringing the 
Legion and what it has to offer to this community. 

"You have a history in place. You are trying to recognize 
that someone who came before us made a difference in our 
lives. It's those little things you want to give back to those 
who are coming up behind you." 

Post 450's birth couldn't have happened on a better day, 
Moore says. "Every year when we celebrate our anniversary, 
we're going to celebrate the same day as the Martin Luther 
King holiday. You can't get any better than that." 

- Steve Brooks 




Carl Moore, right, speaks with Department of Louisiana leaders. Jim Hudelson 
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[HISTORY] 

Commemorative 
coins aid national 
Army museum 
construction 

The U.S. Mint's 2011 Army 
Commemorative Coins - a $5 gold 
coin, a silver dollar, and a copper- 
clad half dollar- are the first and 
only coins in history to afford 
unique public recognition of the 
U.S. Army and the service and 
sacrifice of American soldiers, past 
and present. The themes of the 
coins are "Army Service in War" 
(gold), "Modern Army Service" 
(silver) and "Service in Peace" 
(copper-clad). Symbolically, the 
design of each distinct coin 
celebrates the storied history and 
traditions of the Army, from the 
colonial period to the present. The 
commemoratives are available 
only through 2011. 

Part of the proceeds from the 
Mint's sale of the coins go to the 
Army Historical Foundation to 
build the National Museum of the 
United States Army at Fort Belvoir, 
Va. For each gold, silver and 
copper-clad coin sold, the 
foundation will receive $35, $10 
and $5 respectively. 

In October 2005, The American 
Legion's National Executive 
Committee passed a resolution 
supporting the museum's 
construction. 

Learn more about the Army 
Commemorative Coins: 
@ www.usmint.gov/catalog 

Visit the National Museum of 
the United States Army website: 
© www.armyhistory.org 



MONEY RAISED ON THE AMERICAN LEGION LEGACY RUN 



$800,000 



$600,000 



KEY 

■-■ Actual money raised 
o-nGoal 



$634,000 



[CONVENTION] 

Riders rev up for record Legacy Run 

For the second year, organizers of the Legacy Run have set a goal of 
raising $450,000 to provide scholarships for children of military personnel killed 
on or after 9/11. 

To top last year's donations, though, they'll have to ride into Minneapolis 
with nearly $650,000. Since 2007, each Legacy Run has exceeded its goal by 
$150,000 or more. 

The 2011 run starts in 
Indianapolis on Aug. 21 and 
ends at the 93rd National 
Convention in Minneapolis on 
Aug. 25. Registration and 
check-in will be in 
Indianapolis on Aug. 20. After 
arriving in Minneapolis, riders 
will participate in events 
sponsored by the 
Department of Minnesota 
and the Minnesota 
Legion Riders. Legacy 
Run riders will also lead 
the National Convention 
parade on Aug. 28. 

Register for the 2011 Legacy 
Run online, and get the 
latest route information: 

www.legion.org/riders 



$400,000 



$200,000 




[VETERAN HOMELESSNESS] 

VA, HUD issue first report on homeless vets 



Nearly 76,000 veterans were 
homeless on a given night in 2009, and 
about 136,000 veterans spent at least 
one night in a shelter during that year. 

These and other findings were 
released in February by the 
Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) and VA, in the 
most authoritative analysis yet on the 
extent and nature of homelessness 
among U.S. veterans. The report covers 
the demographics of veterans who are 
homeless, the number of veterans 
compared to others who are homeless, 
and how veterans access and use the 
nation's homeless-response system. 

■ Veterans represent approximately 12 
percent of all homeless persons 
counted nationwide in 2009. 

■ The vast majority of sheltered 
homeless veterans, 96 percent, 
experienced homelessness alone, 



rather than as part of a family. 
Sheltered homeless veterans are 
most often individual white men, 
between 31 and 50, and living with a 
disability. 

In 2009, twice as many poor Hispanic 
veterans used a shelter at some 
point during the year as poor 
non-Hispanic veterans. Poor black 
veterans had similar rates of 
homelessness. 

Most veterans who used emergency 
shelters stayed for only brief 
periods. One-third stayed in a 
shelter for less than one week, 
61 percent for less than one month, 
and 84 percent for less than three 
months. Veterans also remained in 
shelters longer than nonveterans. 

Nearly half of all homeless veterans 
were located in California, Texas, 
New York and Florida. 
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[CAREERS] 

The latest in resume, 
job-search trends 

More than 200 career coaches, 
counselors and resume-writers 
recently met to define best 

practices 
and trends 
for 2011 and 
beyond. 
Here are 
some of 
their most 
critical tips 
for job- 
seekers: 

Your resume 

■ Today's resume is lean and 
clean. Eliminate every unnecessary 
word and piece of information. 

■ Testimonials lend credibility. 
Copy one or two brief excerpts 
from your best evaluations, and 
make your resume a standout. 

■ Graphics add power. Tastefully 
done, an icon, certification logo, 
shaded box or other visual adds 
depth and distinction. 

■ Write it to read it on a smart 
phone. Write short paragraphs, 
keep your bullets to one line, and 
add white space for readability. 
Job search 

■ If you're not on Linkedln, you 
don't exist. 

■ Contract, temporary and 
interim opportunities are 
soaring. 1099s are at the forefront, 
while W-2s are fading away. 

■ Vocational and skilled-trade 
jobs are in high demand. 
Openings abound for electricians, 
plumbers, welders, mechanics and 
related jobs. Not every great 
career requires a degree. 

■ Snail mail makes a comeback. 
As others upload their resumes, 
mail yours directly to a hiring 
manager and see what happens. 

To read all of the findings, visit 
www.careerthoughtleaders.com/ 
whitepaper. 

Wendy Enelow is co-author of 
"Expert Resumes for Military-to- 
Civilian Transitions'' and "Executive 
Resume Toolkit." 
www.wendyenelow.com 



[PERSONAL FINANCE] 



Give your grad the gift of financial sense 



With college and high-school 
graduations right around the corner, 
there's reason for celebration, right? 
Well, leave it to a couple of financial 
planners to ask you to put 
those blowout party plans 
- and the dollars 
associated with them - on 
hold for a more practical, 
and ultimately more 
useful, approach to 
graduation gifts. 

Here are three savvy 
gift ideas for your children 
or grandchildren: 

■ Sign 'em up for summer school. 

We know, we know, they don't really 
want to think about school when 
they've just graduated. However, a 
short personal-finance course at a local 
community college, or a home-school 
session, can pay long-term dividends. 
We're not talking an economics course, 
just the basics. For example, visit 
www.annualcreditreport.com and 
help them request their first credit 
report. While you're at it, visit the 
education center at www.myfico.com 
so they can learn what goes into this 
all-important three-digit number. 

Discuss budgeting, and include a 
first-draft budget as an assignment. 
Find a calculator online and have a 
quick session on the time value of 
money and compounding, to start 
them in the right financial direction. 



FINANCIAL 
FOOTLOCKER 




■ Kick off their investment plan. If 

the graduate had income during the 
year, consider setting up a Roth IRA and 
investing in a mutual fund for as little as 
$200. Or would it make more 
sense to deposit that money 
in a savings account, to serve 
as a first emergency fund? 
Don't just write the check. 
Have a discussion with your 
graduate about what a big 
difference a little saving can 
make. 

■ Buy practical. OK, some of 
you are probably scoffing at 
options 1 or 2, or maybe both. You know 
you're going to get your graduate 
something. Why not shoot for gifts that 
will help get him or her off the family 
payroll? Some furniture for that first 
home-away-from-home, a bicycle for 
college transportation, a fuel card to 
gas up with, or a new business suit or 
outfit for that first job interview, are all 
examples of the practicality we're 
preaching. 

Their thanks may be subdued today, 
but if you view graduation gifts with an 
eye to the future, you might be helping 
put your graduate on the road to 
financial success. 

June IA 'albert and J U. Montanaro are 
certified financial planners for USA A. 
Submit questions for them online. 
www.legion.org/financialfootlocker 



[TROOP SUPPORT] 

Former Trice is Right' host 
gives $2 million to military fund 

TV star Bob Barker recently donated $2 million to the 
Semper Fi Fund to aid wounded warriors and their families. 

'The men and women we put in harm's way to maintain our 
freedom deserve the best care and support we can provide when 
they are injured," said Barker, who was a fighter pilot during World 
War II. "We also have an obligation to their families." 

The Semper Fi Fund provides financial assistance and quality-of- 
life solutions for post-9/11 Marines and sailors, as well as for 
soldiers, airmen and Coast Guardsmen injured while serving in 
support of Marine forces. Grants often cover immediate 
financial needs that arise during hospitalization and recovery, 
as well as home modifications, customized transportation t 
and specialized equipment. j 

The Semper Fi Fund was founded in 2004 by Karen | 
Guenther, a registered nurse and the wife of a Marine. J 
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FREE U.S. Proof Set! 





HWalkJn 

Baths 

Live Longer, Safer, and with Dignity 



As seen on TV! 




Please send me a FREE eotor brochure 
featurfng your range of walk-id bathsl 



Address 



Gty_ 



State 



Phone 



■ Send to: CodeALOSl 

! ZOHWalk-InBaths 

CaB or Return Coupon Now for your 
FREE - NO Obligation Color Brochure! 



! 



Enjoy soothing hydrotherapy 
with our unique design which 
allows you to safely stretch out 
and immerse your entire body. 

i 

1-800-566-0584 

www.Zon WalklnBaths. com 



Special Pricing for Vetera 





Our choke of date 

Buy a Classic 

Morgan Silver 
Dollar ON SALE 
and Get a 

Modern U.S. 
Proof Set FREE! 

BOTH FOR $39 

Buy the final 1921 U.S. Morgan silver 
dollar in Brilliant Uncirculated qual- 
ity and get a U.S. proof set from the 
1980s FREE! Our regular price for the 
historic last Morgan silver dollar is $65. 
Now you pay just $39 and get a FREE 
proof set. NEW CUSTOMERS ONLY: 
PAIR, $39 (#44161). Limit 1 pair 
per household. NO ON APPROVAL 
COINS SENT. 30-Day No-Risk Home 
Examination: Money-Back Guarantee. 

International Coins & Currency 
62 Ridge St., Dept. N5167, Montpelier, VT 05602 

1-800-451-4463 

www.iccoin.com/deals |n5167 



It stays forever in your heart 




Unfortunately, it also stays forever in your lungs 

Are you or a loved one a Navy, Merchant Marine or Coast Guard veteran who suffers or has died from asbestos-related 

Mesothelioma or Lung Cancer? 

Know your rights, and know what you're entitled to from the asbestos companies. 

Few firms have the track record of Weitz & Luxenberg in securing 
over $3 Billion in verdicts and settlements for asbestos victims and their families. 

For a free consultation with the law firm to which other lawyers refer their asbestos cases, 
call the Weitz & Luxenberg client relations department at 1-888-411 -LAWS (5297) today. 



WEITZ LUXENBERG pc 



LAW OFFICES 



ASBESTOS • DRUGS/MEDICAL DEVICES • ENV 



700 Broadway • New York, NY 10003 

BRANCH OFFICES IN NEW JERSEY, CALIFORNIA & COLORADO 

1.888.411. LAWS • www.weitzlux.com 



Prior results do not guarantee a similar outcome. We may associate with local firms in states wherein we do not maintain an office. 



How to submit a reunion 

The American Legion Magazine pub- 
lishes reunion notices for veterans. 
Send notices to The American Legion 
Magazine, Attn: Reunions, P.O. Box 
1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206, fax 
(317) 630-1280, e-mail reunions@legion.org 
or submit information via our Web site, 
www.legion.org/veterans/reunions. 

Include the branch of service and complete 
name of the group, no abbreviations, with your 
request. The listing also should include the 
reunion dates and city, along with a contact 
name, telephone number and e-mail address. 
Listings are publicized free of charge. 

Your notice will appear on our Web site within 
a weekand will remain available online until 
the final day of your reunion. Upon submission, 
please allow three months for your reunion to 
be published in print. Due to the large number 
of reunions, The American Legion Magazine 



AIR FORCE / ARMY AIR FORCES 

3rd, 4th Air Commando/Spec Opns Sqdn, 

Fort Walton Beach, FL, 9/8-10, Van Carter, (941) 
488-9581, spooky@ac-47.com; 6th Weather Sqdn 
Mbl, Oklahoma City, 6/8-12, Willard Bucklin, (631) 
324-5713, bucmah@optonline.net; 17th & 
452nd Bomb Wings (Korea), Las Vegas, 8/28-9/1, 
Tony Fucci, (805) 491-0686, afucci@msn.com; 
20th AF (Guam), Branson, MO, 9/8-10, Rose 
Penrod, (217) 932-4286, akpicture@hotmail.com; 
20th Ftr Wing Assn, San Antonio, 10/26-30, 
David Skilling, (770) 429-9955, abbyndavid@ 
aol.com; 47th Bomb Wing Assn (All Units), 
Buffalo, NY, 9/7-11, Charlie Palmer, (907) 242-1530, 
crpalmer@gci.net; 57th Mil Airlift Sqdn, 
Altus, OK, 10/6-9, Woodie Hall, (407) 498-1020, 
wwhallii@yahoo.com 

98th Air Refueling Sqdn, Dayton, OH, 9/20-22, 
Ray Steube, (636) 528-3799, rsteube@centurytel. 
net; 388th Ftr Bomb Wing (Clovis AFB, NM & 
Etain AB, France), Minneapolis, 9/23-25, Bob 
Haberkorn, (952) 941-4188, pahrwh@comcast.net; 
431st FS (Tripoli, Libya), Wabasha, MN, 7/29-30, 
Roger Remington, (651) 565-4606, tmewhirter@ 
gmail.com; 435th Org Maint Sqdn Enroute MX 
(Rhein Main AB, Germany), Dover, DE, 10/6-9, 
Stan Miller, (910) 922-4383, flymiller@yahoo. 
com; 456th Bomb Grp H, Louisville, KY, 8/3-7, 
Ed Moore, (785) 625-7515, georgia@mooretours. 
sabre.net; 603rd AC&W Sqdn (Germany), 
Branson, MO, 10/4-8, Howard Tress, (303) 
452-7418, atthct@comcast.net 
866th Avn Eng Bn, Davenport, IA, 7/29-31, 
Karen Baumbach, (404) 843-1377, baumbach@ 
bellsouth.net; 1094th Spec Reporting Sqdn, St. 
Augustine, FL, 10/3-5, Jim Kinard, (386) 649-8738, 
jakinard55@aol.com; 1503rd ATW Pacific Div 
(1944-1966), Amery, Wl, 7/14-18, Bill Teichman, 
(309) 796-2084, billsal@mchsi.com; 2853rd 
ABW/HQ WRAM A, Charleston, SC, 1 0/6-9, 
Larry Bohannon, (440) 238-9774, lkbohannon@ 
roadrunner.com; 6989th Sec Wing, 6921st 
Sec Wing, 6920th Sec Grp (Misawa, Japan), 
Atlanta, 7/7-10, Helen Henderson, (904) 829-9235, 
etaya49@hotmail.com; Civil Eng Motor Pool 
(7/11 Tap Room, Lowry AFB, 1960-1964), 
Westminster, CO, 6/18, Casey Lowery, (303) 
424-1391, sharoncase34@aol.com; F-106 MA-1 
Trp, Selfridge, Ml, 6/21-23, Bob Kwiecinski, (734) 
429-0772, bobski9933@aol.com; Mobile Aerial 
Port Sqdn (MAPS), Wheeling, WV, 7/29-31, 
Mark & Amy Bishop, (304) 243-9572, abishone@ 
comcast.net 

ARMY 

1/32 Armd, Gatlinburg, TN, 7/15-16, Lyle Duxbury, 
(507) 269-5983, lyleduxbury@hotmail.com; 
1/36 FA (Augsburg, Germany), Fort Sill, OK, 
8/19-21, Bob Orender, (352) 735-7100, flhtci67@ 
gmail.com; 1st Bn 8th Cav 1st Air Cav Div 
(Vietnam), Chicago, 7/27-31, James Knafel, (260) 
244-3864, jjknafel@myvine.com 



will publish a group's listing only once a year. 

Notices should be sent at least six months prior 
to the reunion to ensure timely publication. 

Other notices 

"In Search Of" is a means of getting in touch 
with people from your unit to plan a reunion. We 
do not publish listings that seek people for 
interviews, research purposes, military pho- 
tos or help in filing a VA claim. Listings must 
include the name of the unit from which you seek 
people, the time period and the location, as well 
as a contact name, telephone number and e-mail 
address. Send notices to The American Legion 
Magazine, Attn: "In Search Of," P.O. Box 1055, 
Indianapolis, IN 46206, fax (317) 630-1280 or 
e-mail reunions@legion.org. 

The magazine will not publish names of indi- 
viduals, only the name of the unit. Listings are 
published free of charge. 

Life Membership notices are published for 
Legionnaires who have been awarded life mem- 



2nd Recon Sqdn 105th Cav 32nd Inf Div, 

Sparta, Wl, 10/15, Francis Burke, (608) 269-4913; 
2nd Recon Sqdn 2nd Armd Cav (1957), 
Elizabethtown, KY, 9/15-18, Gene Gapinski, (320) 
387-2844, falcon63gene@yahoo.com; 9th Inf Div 
& Attached Units (WWII), New Orleans, 7/12-14, 
William Robey, (301) 567-4290, billrobey@aol. 
com; 20th Eng Bde (Vietnam) Branson, MO, 
7/29-31, Jerry Manint, (217) 678-8159, gmanint@ 
mediacombb.net; 20th Inf Rgt 1st-5th Bns E 
Co 20th Inf (1967), Lewis-McChord, WA, 5/1-4, 
Robert Neilson, (253) 967-9409, queton.williams@ 
conus.army.mil; 30th FA Rgt Assn, Branson, MO, 
6/20-24, Ron Curry, (816) 294-2722, sretooh2001@ 
aol.com; 46th Eng Bn, Jeffersonville, IN, 9/8-11, 
MerriAnn Anderson, (616) 361-5973, merriann. 
anderson@sbcglobal.net; 75th Ranger Rgt Assn, 
Columbus, GA, 7/25-30, Tom Sove, (209) 575-2758, 
tsov@sbcglobal.net; 84th & 62nd Eng Const 
Bn, Dubuque, IA, 9/12-15, Carol Nelson, (401) 
738-0693, cen21255@verizon.net; 88th Inf Div 
Assn (TRUST), Washington, 9/1-3, Fred Lincoln, 
(508) 584-4169, f.lincoln@comcast.net; 96th Inf 
Div, Columbus, GA, 7/20-23, Mary Smith, (803) 
278-2109, mewsmith@yahoo.com; 114th Inf 
Rgt 44th Div (WWII), Alexandria, VA, 9/8-10, 
Janet Faherty, (301) 934-2390, janetfaherty@ 
verizon.net 

180th Inf Rgt Assn 45th Inf Div, Oklahoma 
City, 9/22-24, Eric Hanson, (405) 308-6731; 180th 
Rgt Heavy Mortar Co 45th Div, Branson, MO, 
6/9-12, JoLeta Weems, (785) 589-2315, joleta@ 
embarqmail.com; 196th Light Inf Bde Assn, 
Bellevue, WA, 7/28-31, Warren Neill, (317) 
984-3853, president196@196.org; 281st MP 
Assn (TRUST), Arlington, VA, 9/1 -3, Jim Herring, 
(727) 786-2088, giacojim@aol.com; 282nd 
AHS "Black Cats" (Vietnam), Atlantic City, NJ, 
6/7-9, John Bard, (936) 462-8580, blkcatmail@ 
suddenlink.net; 328th Radio Research, Carlisle, 
PA, 9/8-11, Thomas Heiser, (715) 423-3914, 
tsheiser@wctc.net; 424th FA Bn, Burlington, 
NC, 9/8-10, Robert Highlands, (717) 243-8705, 
rehigh@comcast.net; 439th Eng Const Bn, 
Rome, GA, 8/12-14, Harold Scott, (620) 241-5428, 
scotshop@cox.net; 503rd Parachute Inf Rgt 
Assn (WWII), Denver, 9/21-25, Yolonda Goad, 
(303) 682-0004, yolo@live.com; 809th Eng Bn 
(Thailand, 1963 -1964), Oak Grove, LA, 9/2-4, 
Richard Henderson, (785) 899-8107, agcat1@ 
yahoo.com; 925th Eng Avn Grp, Branson, 
MO, 1 1/7-1 1, Vernon Johnston, (425) 220-5070, 
vcmjohn1935@frontier.com; A Co 5th Eng 
Cbt (Opn Desert Shield/Storm), Fort Leonard 
Wood, MO, 6/3-5, Denise Severs, edseevers@ 
hotmail.com; ASA 1 14th Sig Serv Co/ 
331st Comm Recon Co, Niagara Falls, NY, 9/18- 
20, Leonard Bittner, (724) 778-9873, Ibittner240@ 
zoominternet.net; ASA INSCOM Mil Intel, Fort 
Meade, MD, 8/6, Jerry Tartt, (703) 583-8287, 
jwt8576@comcast.net; ASA Korea Vets, 
Columbus, GA, 10/19-23, Ron Klein, (706) 563- 
4218, klein_ron@charter.net 



berships by their posts. This does not include a 
member's own Paid-Up-For-Life membership. 

Notices must be submitted on official forms, 
which may be obtained by sending a self- 
addressed stamped envelope to The American 
Legion Magazine, Attn: Life Memberships, P.O. 
Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206. 

"Comrades in Distress" listings must be 
approved by the Legion's Veterans Affairs & 
Rehabilitation division. If you are seeking to verify 
an injury received during service, contact your 
Legion department service officer for informa- 
tion on how to publish a notice. 

To respond to a "Comrades in Distress" listing, 
send a letter to The American Legion Magazine, 
Attn: Comrades in Distress, P.O. Box 1055, 
Indianapolis, IN 46206. Include the listing's CID 
number in your response. 

"Taps" notices are published only for Legion- 
naires who served as department commanders 
or national officers. 



B Co 4/3 1 1th Bde Americal Div, Bridgeton, 
MO, 8/11-15, James Depew, (513) 755-3955, 
gitwood24@yahoo.com; C Co 1st 22nd Inf 
4th Div (Vietnam, 1966-1974), Branson, 
MO, 6/16-18, Howard Roach, (903) 364-2630, 
reg10bud@yahoo.com; Charlie Btry 1/40 
Arty (Vietnam), Staten Island, NY, 6/12-18, 
Tony Triano, (718) 317-0015, atriano1@si.rr.com; 
Charlie Co 1st Bn 5th Cav Rgt & 1st Cav Div 
Airmobile, Branson, MO, 6/23-26, Karen Steele, 
(417) 334-5463, karencbransongrayline.com; 
Echo Co 2/5th Cav 1st Cav Airmobile, Hannibal, 
MO, 9/15-17, Mick DeHart, (937) 335-2131, 
michael.dehart754@gmail.com; GHQ (Tokyo, 
1945-1951), San Diego, 9/25-28, David Valley, 
(858) 485-7550; Hawk Msl Btry, Washington, 
9/15-19, Calvin Bridges, (864) 583-2842; Ivy 
Dragoons 7th Bn, Branson, MO, 7/28-31, Edward 
Goehring, (610) 967-5594, gcoopersburg@aol. 
com; Vietnam Dusters, Quads, Searchlights, 
Vulcans & HAWKs, Boston, 7/6-10, Paul Kopsick, 
(202) 262-9560, ndqsa@cox.net 
JOINT 

Canberra CA 70/CAG 2, Branson, MO, 
10/12-16, Ken Minick, (740) 423-8976, 
usscanberra@gmail.com 

MARINES 

2nd Bn 4th Mar (All Eras), Branson, MO, 9/7-11, 
Peter Schlesiona, (303) 652-0681, charlievons@ 
comcast.net; 3rd Mar Div Assn, Louisville, 
KY, 8/10-14, Don Gee, (215) 822-9094, gygee@ 
aol.com; 6th Mar Div (South Pacific, WWII), 
Cleveland, 9/6-11, Al Benedetti, (440) 442-0386, 
amlbenedetti@sbcglobal.net; 38th Officer 
Candidate Course Basic 3-66, New Bern, NC, 
10/5-9, Terry Cox, (310) 732-6908, tcox95@cox.net; 
Bravo Btry 1st Bn 12th Mar, Beaufort, SC, 9/15- 
18, Paul Marquis, (850) 995-5175, usmcnam6768@ 
gmail.com; Echo Co 2/3 3rd Mar Div (1965- 
1969), Albuquerque, NM, 10/2-5, Fred Monahan, 
(814) 239-2722, fredmonahan@gmail.com; Fox 
Co 2nd Bn 9th Mar Rgt (Vietnam), Stafford, VA, 
4/11-13, Ted Achuff, (856) 784-6351, tachuff29@ 
yahoo.com; Golf 2/7 (Vietnam, 1 965-1 970), 
Arlington, VA, 7/20-24, Ron Myers, (916) 723-7234, 
rlmyers5@comcast.net; Grunts of Delta 1/7 
(Vietnam), Asheville, NC, 9/22-25, George 
Schneider, (931) 265-9590, gjschneider2@ 
blomand.net; India Co 3/7 Band of Brothers, 
Colorado Springs, CO, 6/16-19, Roger Villarreal, 
(281) 930-8161, marine.1@att.net; Mar Air 
Grp 25 (WWII), Kansas City, MO, 9/7-10, John 
Diehl, (785) 865-1613, diehlj@sunflower.com; 
Mar Corps Air Transport Assn, Granbury, TX, 
9/14-18, Con Shuck, (817) 326-6132; Mar Corps 
Tankers Assn, Stafford, VA, 8/24-28, G.D. Rose, 
(619) 579-7848, gdroseusmcr@yahoo.com U.S. 
Seagoing Mar Assn, Branson, MO, 10/5-9, Charlie 
Sanford, (520) 825-5400, csan592864@aol.com; 
VMB-413 (WWII), Biloxi, MS, 9/26-28, Rick Bower, 
(239) 561-0542, rickbower@msn.com 
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NAVY 

2nd, 4th, 7th Naval Beach Bns, Norfolk, 
VA, 7/16-21, Julias Shoulars, (757) 853-4061, 
jshoulars@cox.net; Abraham Lincoln SSBN/ 
SSN 602, Groton, CT, 8/18-21, William McCance, 
(860) 464-6758, 1 1 doc@comcast.net; Ajax AR 6, 
Baltimore, 6/12-16, Thomas Judge, (210) 481-3699, 
tjudge7673@sbcglobal.net; Altoona, PA, Naval 
Reserve Ctr, Altoona, PA, 9/24, Bob Bentley, 
(814) 696-3366, mpaltoona@atlanticbb.net; 
Aludra AF 55, Branson, MO, 9/14-18, Keith 
Ferguson, (903) 536-4485, ferguson1464@ 
windstream.net; Ashland LSD 1/48, Evansville, 
IN, 6/22-26, Tom Webb, (502) 348-8142, plcr14@ 
yahoo.com; Ashtabula OA 51, Evansville, IN, 
6/23-26, Jim Mogan, (251) 948-6057, smogan@ 
gulftel.com; Bausell DD 845, Charleston, SC, 
6/14-18, Eugene Arezzo, (928) 854-2205, 
genied@frontiernet.com; Beale DD 471, Duluth, 
MN, 8/5-7, LeRoy Thurn, (320) 233-7340, 
ldtretired@frontier.com; Belknap DLG/CG 26 
Assn, St. Louis, 10/21-24, Jeff Mil nes, (724) 775- 
5197, milnesjj@verizon.net; Benjamin Franklin 
SSBN 640, Naples, FL, 1 1/2-6, Jim Albert, (239) 
593-7475, captainjim@maritimecaptain.com; 
Block Island, New Orleans, 5/24-28, Bill Maclnnes, 
(619) 460-3568, wmacinnes@aol.com 
Bon Homme Richard CV/CVA 31 & LHD 6, 
Eugene, OR, 8/25-27, Franklin Pulliam, (417) 
927-3471; Braine DD 630, Annapolis, MD, 10/9-13, 
Jim Rountree, (207) 470-7438, dd630@yahoo. 
com; Caliente AO 53, Norfolk, VA, 9/22-25, 
Norm Street, (530) 343-4060, gigandpat@ 
digitalpath.net; Cascade AD 16, Branson, MO, 
9/25-30, Larry Countryman, (866) 340-9219, 
ldcountry@centurytel.net; Chevalier DD/ 
DDR 805, South Portland, ME, 8/22-28, James 
Hillard, (765) 962-7870, jameshillard@comcast. 
net; Chilton APA 38, Portsmouth, VA, 1 0/1 3-1 6, 
Kenneth Agresto, (757) 588-8802, bagresto@ 
aim.com; Cleveland CL 55, Buffalo, NY, 8/30-9/4, 
Barb Murray, (717) 432-4107, barbmurray@ 
comcast.net; Cony DD/DDE 508, Norfolk, VA, 
6/8-12, Kenneth Cox, (863) 307-3187, kcox@ 
tampabay.rr.com; Dewey (All Yrs), Chicago, 
8/4-7, Dennis Smith, (507) 337-8025, denwsmith@ 
live.com; Ethan Allen, Branson, MO, 10/15-18, 
Herb Richardson, (240) 626-9914, 
herb.richardson@comcast.net; Eversole DD 
789, Chicago, 11/14-18, Thomas Trainham, (770) 
320-7511, tjt1958@yahoo.com; Fred T. Berry DD/ 
DDE 858, Chicago, 9/29-10/2, John Titsworth, 
(203) 531-6618, skiptonit@aol.com 
Greenwich Bay MP 41, Jacksonville, FL, 
9/29-10/2, Martin Brown, (910) 582-3791, 
ussgreenwichbay@gmail.com; Guam LPH 9, 
Annapolis, MD, 8/22-27, John Coburn, (410) 
798-7345, jcochise@verizon.net; Guantanamo 
Bay, Cuba, Buffalo/Niagara Falls, NY, 8/23-26, 
John Kellett, (717) 266-1102, johnkwolves@yahoo. 
com; Harold J. Ellison DD 864, Branson, MO, 
9/28-10/2, Jim Buterbaugh, (620) 221-1760, jlb@ 
buterbaughandhandlin.com; Haynsworth DD 
700, Savannah, GA, 8/25-28, James Horn, (717) 
263-8090, haynsworth@comcast.net; Hoel DDG 
13, Jacksonvile, FL, 10/7-10, Tom Frederick, (785) 
383-4119, tfrederick87@gmail.com Holder DD/ 
DDE 819 & DE 401, Deerfield, IL, 10/6-10, James 
DeBarrios, (831) 458-9062, ussholder_dde819@ 
hotmail.com; Hornet CV 8 & CV/CVA/CVS 
12 , Washington, 9/14-18, Carl Burket, (814) 
224-5063, hornetcva@aol.com; Houston CA 30/ 
CL 81, Nashville, TN, 9/14-18, Esther Bentz, (615) 
352-8134, esther.bentz@comcast.net; Inchon 
LPH/MCS 12 Crew & Mar, Charleston, SC, 
10/26-30, David Fix, (717) 203-4152, ussinchon@ 
gmail.com; Ingersoll DD 652/990, San 
Diego, 9/22-25, Tom Hamrick, (619) 435-0338, 
xo-dd652@earnware.net; Iowa BB 61, North 
Charleston, SC, 7/18-22, Bill Humienny, (718) 
745-4502, billhbb61@aol.com; "Iron Angels" 
VF-14(WWII),VF-721 (Korea), VF-141 &VF-53, 
Portland, OR, 6/2-6, Bill Luxon, (724) 899-2108, 
oneezhr@zoominternet.net; James E. Kyes DD 
787, Dayton, OH, 9/18-20, Richard Comshaw, 



(931) 456-4023, rc-navy@comcast.net; Joseph 
Strauss DDG 16, Silverdale, WA, 9/22-25, Jim 
Hansen, (719) 488-4443, jazhansen@msn.com; 
Jupiter MS 8, Mobile, AL, 10/19-24, Gary Scheidt, 
(770) 934-5542, gschssss@aol.com; Kankakee 
AO 39, San Antonio, 10/6-8, Steve Metzler, 
(828) 349-9495, ao39sec@aol.com; Karnes APA 
175, Norfolk, VA, 7/16-21, Julius Shoulars, (757) 
853-4061, jshoulars@cox.net; Kitty HawkCMI 
CVA 63 Vets Assn, Savannah, GA, 9/22-25, 
Charles Corbett, (412) 831-5327; L.Y. Spear IKS 36, 
Branson, MO, 8/31-9/4, Patty Kelso, (913) 677-1837, 
pattykelso@usslyspear.org; LANSHIPRON 
Nine, San Diego, 10/10-14, Ernie Bergman, (415) 
472-7249, embbOO@comcast.net; Laws DD 558, 
Charleston, SC, 1 0/6-9, Joseph Gomez, (775) 
846-3847; LCS(L) 1-130, Charleston, SC, 10/19-22, 
Ginny Rooney, (610) 256-9223, ginroon@ 
verizon.net; Leahy DLG 16 (1965-1967), 
Philadelphia, 7/15-17, Bob Jeffries, (574) 551-7678, 
bljeffries@embarqmail.com 
Little Rock CL 92/CLG 4/CG 4, Buffalo, NY, 
7/13-17, Don Schuld, (973) 584-9634, dschuld@ 
juno.com; MCB 7, San Antonio, 9/22-25, Denny 
Blaisdell, (419) 867-9371, dennybee@sbcglobal. 
net; Mispillion AO 105, Des Moines, IA, 9/8-10, 
Steve Dengler, (217) 741-6311, stevedsr@gmail. 
com; Natrona APA 214, Casper, WY, 7/11-14, 
Donald Bates, (410) 838-6890, donaldbates27@ 
yahoo.com; Nav Mobile Hosp 7, Tom's River, NJ, 
8/1-2, Barbara Farris, (907) 278-0402, lemonpie@ 
alaska.net; New Jersey, Hilton Head, SC, 9/7-11, 
Ernest Dalton, (210) 275-7886, ps159@sbcglobal. 
net; New Mexico BB 40, St. Louis, 9/22-25, 
Vernon Dascher, (636) 949-9413; W/m/rzCVN 68, 
Pensacola, FL, 10/23-29, Bill Paschall, (228) 
243-2699, bpaschal@cableone.net; Noxubee 
AOG 56, Chicago, 8/28-31, Dick Barber, (706) 
540-3494, dicbarber@aol.com; Orca AVP 49, San 
Antonio, 6/9-12, Stan Ellexson, (510) 223-4420, 
stanellexson@aol.com; Philippine Sea CV/CVA/ 
CVS 47, St. Louis, 10/20-21, Chuck Davis, (941) 
743-5460, philsea@embarqmail.com; Prichett 
DD 561, Albuquerque, NM, 9/20-24, Don Calvin, 
(217) 455-3167, ramona@adams.net; Raby DE 
698, Harrisburg, PA, 9/27-29, Robert Flickinger, 
(717) 567-6681; Rainier IKE 5, Sierra Vista, AZ, 
10/11-14, Bill Welch, (918) 386-2449, scrapped1@ 
live.com; Rushmore LSD 14/47, Charleston, SC, 
9/14-18, Earl Crain, (208) 667-5519, hecrain@ 
yahoo.com; Salisbury Sound AV 13, Branson, MO, 
9/18-22, Marian Bruce, (505) 293-3841, brubru@ 
comcast.net; Servern AO 61, Savannah, GA, 9/28- 
10/1, Wayne Williams, (570) 675-3151, beegdblu@ 
aol.com; Simon Lake AS 033, Branson, MO, 
9/18-22, Wayne Suckow, (505) 831-3849, 
suckowwayne@me.com; Sphinx ARL 24, 
Branson, MO, 9/12-15, Frank Ironi, (320) 352-3271, 
fironi@mainstreetcom.com; Sp/'nax SS/SSR 
489, Branson, MO, 8/28-9/3, Jerry Cartwright, 
(405) 605-7217, moondauggy@sbcglobal.net 
Stoddard DD 566, San Antonio, 9/29-10/1, 
John Rauh, (573) 547-8523, cjrauh@ldd.net 
Sullivans DD 537/DDG 68, Waterloo, IA, 9/21-25, 
Bruce Kahler, (719) 598-7449, cyber@usa.net; 
Tennessee, New Orleans, 6/21-24, John Dussault, 
(858) 676-0765, jcdusso@yahoo.com; Theodore 
E. Chandler DD 717, San Diego, 9/22-25, James 
Crouch, (575) 748-3909, plumber@pvtn.net; Util 
Sqdn (VJ, VU, VC), Reno, NV, 9/12-14, Bob Case, 
(360) 293-4967, marobcase415@hotmail.com; 
VA-65 Tigers (All Yrs), Albany, NY, 9/14-18, Steve 
Brinker, (765) 345-9302, skbrink@embarqmail. 
com; VC-12/VAW-12, Jacksonville, FL, 11/3-6, 
Richard Bray, (585) 576-0595, leighbray@hotmail. 
com; Vesole DD/DDR 878, Nashville, TN, 
9/22-26, Ray Gorenflo, (845) 896-2074, chiefny@ 
earthlink.com; VP-48, Norfolk, VA, 9/21-25, Lee 
Anderson, (928) 927-9313, vp48sugarfox1@gmail. 
com; Walton DE 361, Harrisburg, PA, 10/5-9, 
Jerry Hudson, (573) 291-1922, marjer67@ktis. 
net; Warrington DD 843, Nashville, TN, 9/21-25, 
Stan Prager, (916) 791-6700, stashuman843@msn. 
com; Windham County LST 1170, San Diego, 
10/10-14, Ernie Bergman, (415) 472-7249, 
embbOO@comcast.net 



LIFE MEMBERSHIPS 



Post 180, FL: Albert S. Garrison 
Post 186, IN: Joseph J. Komenda 

IN SEARCH OF 



A Co 504th MP Cbt Bn, John Morgan, 

(860) 444-7306, jmorgan@morganjb.com 
AC-1 30A Crew 7 "Sam's Hams" (1 971 ), 

Ron Bienias, (630) 334-5383, rmb60439@aol.com 
America CVA 66, Robert Cope, (910) 425-6289 
ATKRON 35 Panthers (NAS Oceana, VA), 

Robert Cope, (910) 425-6289 
B Btry 2/32 Arty (Lai Khe, Soui Da & 

Tay Nihm, 1966-1967), Dale Schneider, 

(608) 438-1471 
B Btry 4th Msl Bn 61 st Arty (Byron, GA, 

1960-1965), Jim Earnhardt, (704) 633-3283, 

jearnhardt002@carolina.rr.com 
Carrier Air Wing 21 (1972), Galen Gishweiller, 

(651) 336-3951, ggishwille@yahoo.com 
Co 59-536 (San Diego, 1959-1960), John Prax, 

jjprax@valornet.com 
Constellation CVA 64, Robert Cope, (910) 

425-6289 

Corpus Christi Bay (1 966-1 976), Charlie Golden, 
(706) 689-9847, cchgolden@knology.net 

CSC 1st Bn 36th Inf Bde, 3rd Armd Div 
(Friedberg, West Germany, 1973-1976), 

Tim Rowse, (608) 850-8402, timrowse@nctc.net 
E Co Rifle 20th Inf (Si Hung Ni, Korea, 

1962-1964), Steve Trisko, (847) 202-8006, 

e-rifle-20th@wowway.com 
Eng OCS 33-C2 (Fort Belvoir, VA, 1967), 

Jim Cable, (515) 292-4460, jameskcable@ 

gmail.com 

Essex Scottish Rgt of Canada & US Army 

Rangers of the Dieppe Raid, Xavier Allen, 

regimental1@hotmail.com 
Holland IKS 3 (WWII), Fred Dickinson, 

(863) 420-9416 
HQ Co Army Aerial Support Cnt (St. Andre 

De L'Eure, France, 1962-1964) APO 253, 

Alan Carter, (623) 977-4590, allcart6@aol.com 
Leahy DGL 16, Robert Cope, (910) 425-6289 
Leahy 1 st Div (Charleston, SC, 1 965-1 967), 

Bob Jeffries, (574) 551-7678, bljeffries@ 

embarqmail.com 
W/m/fzCVN 68 Robert Cope, (910) 425-6289 
Pit 379 (MCRD San Diego, 1963-1964), 

Jim Hunter, (865) 457-8150 
Saratoga CVA 60 V3 Div (1962-1966), 

Jimmy Anselmo, (504) 454-5981, 

janselmo@bellsouth.net 
Sebago W 42 (Mobile, AL, 1960-1961), 

J.R Brown, (651) 388-2014 
Torpedoman "A" School Magnificent 7 

(Key West, FL, 1960-1961), Dennis Gagliardi, 

(912) 673-7707, dlgagliardi@tds.net 
Trp 182 (NTCSan Diego, July-Aug 1953), 

Robert Cope, (910) 425-6289 
VA-146 "Blue Diamonds" (NAS Lemoore, CA), 

Robert Cope, (910) 425-6289 
Vietnam Firefighters (Binh Thuy AB, 

1967-1969), Ed Cartwright, (901) 210-4439, 

edlcartwright@yahoo.com 
Wantuck APD 125, Robert Cope, (910) 425-6289 
1st Army Air Corps ServSqdn (WWII), 

Andrew Meyerle, (308) 345-3142, ameyerle@ 

gpcom.net 
1st Bn 39th Arty (Camp Evans, Vietnam, 

1969-1970), James Scrougham, (317) 627-0295 
1st Inf Div HQ Co (Dian, Vietnam, 1967-1968), 

Ron Pickering, (308) 236-6687, ronpickering42@ 

yahoo.com 
6th Inf Bn 9th FA Grp C Btry (Giessen, 

Germany, 1971-1974), Robert Hill, 

(603) 545-5744, rhillski@comcast.net 
10th Inf Div (Cold War), Mike Plummer, 

plummike@aol.com 
29th Civil Affairs & 184th Ord Bn Prov Guard 

Cmd (Vietnam), John Schuler, (517) 456-7346, 

winnieschuler@comcast.net 
34th Air Refueling Sqdn (Offutt AFB, Omaha, 

NE, 1960-1963), Bob Kalvinek, (860) 621-9616, 

rkalvi39@cox.net 
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62nd Maint Bn 794th Maint Co 
(Pleiku, Vietnam, 1969-1970), 

Lanny Tucker, (217) 343-4098, tucker2447@ 

hughes.net 
85th, 97th Grps AAA Baseball Teams 

(Okinawa, 1952-1953), Brud Coombs, 

(845) 264-5067 
178th Gen Hosp (Reims, France, 1944-1945), 

Adolph Stec, (516) 285-7505, astecman@ 

aol.com 

431st FIS (Tripoli, Libya, 1955-1957), Phil Kelly, 

(317) 716-3753, phikelly24@aikcin 
435th TCW Football Team (Miami, 1951), 

Carl Gulbrandsen, (305) 238-0408, cgulbran@ 
bellsouth.net 
3125th Sig Serv Co (Camp Crowder, MO & 
Europe, WWII), Joseph Cocke, (864) 654-5134, 
jbmcocke@nctv.com 



TAPS 



William "Willie" Delgado, Dept. of New 

Mexico. Dept. Cmdr. 2000-2003. 
Irvin M. Etzold, Dept. of Missouri. 

Dept. Cmdr. 1999-2000, Nat'l Foreign 



Relations Cncl. Vice Chmn. 1993-2002, Nat'l 
Legis. Cncl. Memb. 2007-2009 and Nat'l 
Distinguished Guests Cmte. Vice Chmn. 
2004-2011. 

Glenn R. Green, Dept. of South Dakota. 
Dept. Cmdr. 1957-1958, Nat'l Exec. Cmte. 
Alt. Memb. 1959-1963, Nat'l Americanism 
Cmsn. Liaison Cmte. Memb. 1963- 
1967,Nat'l Conv. Cmsn. Memb. 1977-2007, 
Nat'l Distinguished Guests Cmte. Vice 
Chmn. 2007-2011, Nat'l Econ. Cmsn. Liaison 
Cmte. Memb. 1967-1971, Nat'l Econ. Cmsn. 
Liaison Cmte. Chmn. 1971-1977, Nat'l Exec. 
Cmte. Memb. 1963-1977, Nat'l Legis. Cncl. 
Memb. 1963-1977, Nat'l Reorganization 
Subcmte. Memb. 1965-1967, Nat'l Resolutions 
Subcmte. Memb. 1965-1967, Nat'l Subcmte. 
on Cmtes. Memb. 1970-1971, Nat'l Subcmte. 
on Cmtes. Vice Chmn. 1971-1977 and Nat'l 
Legis. Cncl. Memb. 1988-2002. 

Merlon R. Kingsley, Dept. of Maine. 
Dept. Cmdr. 1963-1964, Nat'l Exec. Cmte. 
Alt. Memb. 1965-1968, Nat'l Distinguished 
Guests Cmte. Vice Chmn. 1964-1966, Nat'l 
Exec. Cmte. Memb. 1968-1970, Nat'l Naval 



Affairs Cmte. Memb. 1966-1968 and 1970-1971, 
and Nat'l Rehab. Cmsn. Liaison Cmte. Memb. 
1968-1970. 

James A. Lane, Dept. of Alabama. Dept. 
Cmdr. 1947-1948, Nat'l Econ. Cmsn. Liaison 
Cmte. Memb. 1948-1949, Nat'l Housing 
Cmte. Gen. Memb. 1946-1947, Nat'l Vice 
Cmdr. 1948-1949, Nat'l Finance Cmsn. Vice 
Chmn. 1950-1951, Nat'l Finance Cmsn. Memb. 
1949-1950 and 1951-1952, and Nat'l Legis. 
Cmsn. Vice Chmn. 1959-1960. 

John B. McKinney, Dept. of Texas. Nat'l Counter 
Subversive Activ. Cmte. Memb. 1994-2005, Nat'l 
Legis. Cncl. Memb. 1999-2000 and 2001-2011, 
and Nat'l Veterans Affairs & Rehab. Cmsn. Gen. 
Memb. 2005-2011. 

James I. Miller, Dept. of Indiana. Dept. Cmdr. 
2000-2001, and Nat'l Americanism Cncl. 1986- 
1992 and 1996-2011. 

Lowell W. Sullivan, Dept. of Indiana. Nat'l & 
Homeland Sec. Cncl. Vice Chmn. 1983-1984, 
Nat'l Distinguished Guests Cmte. Vice Chmn. 
1988-1990, Dept. Cmdr. 2002-2003 and Nat'l 
Foreign Relations Cncl. Vice Chmn. 1990-2011. 



LEGION SHOPPER 



MEN'S WIDE SHOES 




SIZES 5- 

200 styles 
FREE catalog 

HITCHCOCK SHOES, INC. 

Dept 5F Hingham, MA 02043 
I - 800-992 -W I DE www. wideshoes.co m 



Rings to Honor 
Your Service 




Call today for a FREE color 
catalog of over 150 eye-catching 
Classic Military Rings, plus a 
Special Report you should read 
before buying any service ring: 
1-573-221-7786 (24 hr recorded 
message). Or write: Classic Rings, 
1209 Broadway, Dept. A-511 
Hannibal MO 63401 I codeA-511 | 



www.ClassicRings.coi 



STRONGER 
THAN 



Pharmaceutical Grade Without Prescription! 
(12 pills) - 100mg $49.95 
(24 pills) - 100mg $89.95 
(36 pills) - 100mg $129.95 
* Free Shipping * Discreet Packaging 
* Money Back Guarantee 
Credit Cards & Check By Phone. 



TOLL FREE 
Order Line 



1-866-611-6891 



Or Send Check or M.O. To: 
P.E. Labs, 6409 S. Western Ave. 
Oklahoma City, OK 73139-1703 

Viagra® is a registered trademark of Pfizer Inc 



order online www.Dillmedica.com 



2 Seater 



10% Tax 
f Credit 




www.palmerind.com 
One hand operated 
Electric 1, 2, 3 or 4 Seaters 
Free Brochure 800 847 1304 

v»aAe Palmer Industries <*- lVVC e 
P O Box 5707 AQW Titf* 
v * Endicott NY 13763 ^ 

Also Pedal/Electric 1 & 2 Seaters & 
^Handcydes^ElectricMCi^ 




CONQUER INSOMNIA 

• Special Exercises & Mind Control 
techniques to induce Sleep. 

• Specific Information as to how to 
control your mind when going to Sleep. 

• Throw away the Sleeping Pills and 
Sleep every night without them. 

For a booklet to relax, and produce 
restful Sleep, Send $14.95 check to: Sleep 
Methods, Box 7372-A, Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 542-9513 www.sleepmethods.com 



Hearing Aids! Free Catalog! 




P O Box A-3976 Chicago, II. 60690 

NOT AVAILABLE IN WA. 



THE STORY OF SIMONE RENAUD 

Simone Renaud devoted 44 years 
of her life to writing letters, shooting 
photos, organizing ceremonies 
and corresponding with U.S. families 
who'd lost loved ones at Normandy. 



MOTHER*' 




"Mother of Normandy: The Story of Simone Renaud/' 

$35 Hardcover | $25 Softcover | $20 DVDs 
Order online: (f& www.emblem.legion.org 
Order by phone: () (310) 497-8000 
Sales help benefit The American Legion's 
Overseas Graves Decoration Trust Fund. 
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DIGITAL HEARING 


SALE 


5 year a QQQ 95 An Y size 
warranty dOu9 or style 

®)$249^to$499Ple high e r 

FREE Telephone Hearing Test 
FREE Consultation with Technician 
FREE TRIAL « FREE S&H 


NEW! 
OPEN FIT 
TECHNOLOGY 

Most Brands 

Repairs $77^ 

Sutcef9Xf 


Hearing ONE • 1-800-249-4163 

100 Main St., Marty, SD 57361 
NOT AVAILABLE IN WA 



• HAT PINS 

</> 
LU 
X 

o 

i 



MEDALS • 



• FREE COLOR CATALOG 

• 2500+ Military Designs 

• Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines 

• Call now! Toll-free! 
1-888-223-1159 

• Custom pins & patches available. 
Dealer inquires welcome. 



by Hoover's Mfg., Co. 

P.O. Box 547AL, Peru, IL 61354 
Fax: 1-815-223-1499 
Email: dave@hmchonors.com 
Website: www.hmchonors.com 




FLAG CO., INC. 



1210 1st Ave. North - Fort Dodge, IA 50501 



800-992-3524 
— 



| "Ask for our Colorful Catalog Today" 
ALL KINDS - ALL SIZES - PROMPT SHIPMENT 



Viagra' Didn't Work?| °-<f 



The Revive Premium System 
from Encore is a Proven 
Therapy with NO SIDE EFFECTS 



NEW DESIGN • 95% EFFECTIVE 



•Only Encore Includes both a 
Manual & Battery Pump in our 
Medicare System 

•Covered by Medicare & 
Private Insurance 

•Lifetime Warranty 



COVERED BY 
MEDICARE 

& Most Private Insurance 



#7 UROLOGIST 
RECOMMENDED 

1-800-475-3091 

www.RevivePremium.com 




Buy and/or sell your home 
and receive cash back.* 



800.593.2526 



Secure a mortgage & receive 
discounts off closing costs. 



800.593.2526 



A "no hassle" move plus exclusive 
Legion discounts. 
Call for a 

FREE -wm \ . 

estimate! H 



northAmerican 



mmm 



http://legion.myhomebenefits.com 

to learn more! 

* Certain restrictions apply. Call or visit website for details. 



2 SEAT BIKE 

Drives like a car 

■ Easy to Pedal 

■ Multi-Speed 

■ 1.2 & 4 Sealers 

■ Optional Electric Motor 

^RHOADESCAR 




For a FREE brochure call 

1.888.518.4955 Ext. 3386 
www.RhoadesCar.com 



Arizona + New Mexico 
Hot Air Balloon Fiesta 

14 Days Departs September 27 from $1299* 
Start in Phoenix, AZ and take the scenic drive north to 
Sedona, Oak Creek Canyon and Flagstaff. Tour the 
Grand Canyon, Painted Desert, Petrified Forest, and 
Albuquerque. Witness the famed hot air balloons' 
"Mass Ascension" opening Albuquerque's Hot Air 
Balloon Fiesta, plus the evening's "After Glow", and 
spectacular fireworks. Tour more of New Mexico 
including Madrid; Los Alamos; Santa Fe; Roswell; the 
International UFO Museum & Research Center; 
Carlsbad Caverns National Park; Ruidoso; 
Alamogordo; White Sands National Park, Missile 
Range and Museum; and Las Cruces, NM. Travel 
east, back into Arizona, and visit Wyatt Earp's 
Tombstone (see the OK Corral), and Tucson. Travel 
back to Phoenix for your finaltwo nights in Phoenix. 
*Perpers, dbl. occ. + $149 tax, service, gov't fees. Airfare extra. 

For Details & Itinerary Call 7 Days a Week: 
T%jmWT 1-800-736-7300 
vacations ,ts time to travel 



Earn $25-$ 100 Per Hour 



Expand your profitability with 
Badge-A-Minit buttons by creating 
customized buttons for customers. 
Buttons cost less than 18$ to make 
and can be sold for $1 or more. 
Only §&&tfr $29.95, receive 
everything you need to £Ztt 
make your first ten 

2y 4 " buttons. Request your ? 
FREE catalog or order today! -J— 

www.badgeaminit.com 

Badge-A-Minit 

Badge-A-Minit, Dept. AL511, 345 N. Lewis Ave., Oglesby, IL 61348 




Call 800 - 




www.viamedic.com f«9 

800.547.9942 Q 



U.S, MILITARY MEDALS & RIBBONS 



fFREE COLOR CATALOG! 
TOLL FREE TEL: 800-B64-S062 I 
VETS SUPPLY LINE 
10550 CO RD 81, #218 
MAPLE GROVE, MN 55369 
WEB SITE: www.MilltaryVetsPX.com | 



CUSTOM BALL CAPS-NAVY SHIP CAPS 



HEARING AIDS 

UP TO 60% SAVINGS 



30-DAY 
TRIAL 

TRY 
BEFORE 
YOU BUY 

GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES! 

•ALL MAKES & MODELS -TERMS ARRANGED 
•30 YRS. EXPERIENCE -ALL MAKE REPAIRS 
•CUSTOM INSTRUMENT SPECIALISTS • 
FOR FREE INFORMATION CALL: 

1-800-323-4212 

We're the oldest, biggest and best 

LLOYDS, DEPT. AL P.O. BOX 7355, ROCKFORD, IL61126 
Visit our Website at www.lloydhearingaid.com 
NOT AVAILABLE IN WA. 
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PARTING SHOTS 



The nightly news always begins with "Good evening/' 
and proceeds to tell you why it isn't. 

A BUSINESSMAN attending a banquet was 
surprised to see that the old man taking 
coats at the door gave no checks in return. 

"He has a great memory/' a fellow diner 
explained. "He's been doing this for years, 
and prides himself on never having made 
a mistake." 

After the banquet, as the businessman 
was leaving, the old man gave him his 
coat. "How do you know this one is 
mine?" the businessman asked. 

"I don't, sir," the old man replied. 

"Then why did you give it to me?" 

"Because you gave it to me, sir." 



HOW MANY TELEMARKETERS does it take to 
change a lightbulb? One, but he has to do it while 
you're eating dinner. 

A YOUNG MAN who hated books was trying to 
woo a girl who loved them. Together they spent a 
harrowing evening discussing authors of whom he 
knew little, and their books, about which he knew 
even less. 

Eventually, the unimpressed lady asked, "You've 
read 'Romeo and Juliet,' haven't you?" 

He floundered for a moment before blurting out, 
"I've read 'Romeo.'" 

HOW IS IT that one careless match can start a 
forest fire, but it takes a whole box to start a 
campfire? 



Financial Services 
and Retirement Planning 





"Oh, to be eager again.' 




"Are you ready to start investing, or do you want to keep throwing 
your money away on food, clothing and shelter?" 



Testing, O-N-E.T-W-O..." 



A COMPANY in search of a shake-up hired a new 
CEO. The new boss was determined to rid the 
company of all slackers. On a tour of the facilities, 
he noticed a man leaning on a wall. In a room full 
of workers, the CEO saw a chance to prove that he 
meant business. 

He walked up to the man and asked, "How much 
money do you make a week?" The man looked at 
him and replied, "Two hundred a week. Why?" 

The CEO handed the man $200 in cash and 
shouted, "Here's a week's pay. Now get out, and 
don't come back!" The man shrugged and left. 

Feeling good about flexing his muscle, the CEO 
looked around the room and asked, "Does anyone 
want to tell me what that slacker did here?" 

One of the other workers sheepishly muttered, 
"He was the pizza-delivery guy." 

"I SPENT PRESIDENTS DAY acting like a 
president. I took someone else's money and spent it 
on something I don't need." - Jay Leno 



g4 THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE | MAY 2011 




Asbestos 
ancer Hits 
Former 
Sailors 



Many sailors who served their country proudly aboard 
ships in the World War II, Korean, and Vietnam War eras, 
are now being diagnosed with asbestos-related cancers. 



For Compensation Information: 
FREE PACKET for mesothelioma 
or lung cancer, diagnosis/death, 
please contact: 

The David Law Firm 




"Defeating Today's Goliaths" 



Toll Free 1-800-998-9729 

Email: info@thedavidlawfirm.com 
www.asbestos-attorney.com/n4658 

The David Law Firm, P.C. 

Jonathan David* 
10655 Six Pines Drive, #260 
The Woodlands, TX 77380 
(Greater Houston Area) 

Handling cases nationwide with 
local co-counsel in state of filing. 

* Licensed by the Supreme Court of Texas. 



For Medical Information: 
FREE PACKET for mesothelioma 
patients, please contact: 



Mesothelioma Web 

Hope * Support * Help 



Toll Free 1-877-367-6376 

Email: info@mesotheliomaweb.org 
www.mesotheliomaweb.org/n4658 



The most comprehensive 
resource for Mesothelioma 
patients and their families. 



The David Law Firm is a Proud Sponsor of 
The American Legion "Freedom Car" 




DrScholls 




And Your LAST CHANCE at Only 

Our shoe buyer got a little frisky, knowing that 
next month prices would go up. So he bought 
plenty, & the rafters are bursting 





per 
pair 



Tri-Level Comfort 

INSOLES 

EVA contribute: 
to energy return 

EVA inserts 

in heel and 
forepart for added 
shock absorption 

TPR outsole 

for lightweight, 
flexible comfort 



To make room, we are offering this Last Chance 
Low Price plus FREE Shipping! You still get 
the full Dr. Scholl's® treatment: 

Tri-Level Comfort® insoles with 3 layers 
cushioning. Soft Genuine Leather 
uppers & smooth manmade trim 
with breathable mesh details. 

• Padded ankle collars 

• Hand-stitched mocc toe 
• Twin elastic gores 
Updated TPR 
outsole with 
excellent 
traction. 

d&eee 

Widths! 



Perfs at the forepart 
promote better air 
circulation 



99 

per pair 

and FREE 
Shipping 



DrScholls 



Haband #1 Bargain Place 
Jessup, PA 18434-1834 
Send pairs. I enclose $ 



purchase price plus $&^9 postage. FREE 
In GA add sales tax. shipping 1 - 




Duke Habernickel 
#1 Bargain Place Jessup, PA 18434-1834 

LAST CHANCE at this LOW PRICE 
and FREE SHIPPING to boot! 



1-800-543-4810 



FLOAFERS 



29 



99 

per pair 



2 pairs 55.97 3 pairs 80.95 



Men's D Widths: 7 TA 8 8 1 / 2 
9 9 1 / 2 10 10 1 / 2 11 12 13 
Men's *EEE Width 

($4 more per pair): 8 8% 9 9% 
10 10 1 / 2 11 12 13 



On-Line Quick Order 



© 7EE-42J43 


WHAT 
SIZE? 


WHAT 
WIDTH? 


HOW 
MANY? 


EH BLACK 
















03 PEWTER GREY 








EH COPPER BROWN 









_Exp.: 



. Apt. # . 



Sfofc Online: 
Haband.com 



City & State_ 



-Zip. 



700% Satisfaction Guaranteed or Full Refund of merchandise purchase price. 



© 201 1 Schering-Plough HealthCare Products, Inc. Manufactured for Brown Shoe Company, Inc., 
under license from Schering-Plough HealthCare Products, Inc. 



your payment, and you wil 



